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EDITOR'S NOTE 

EL SALVADOR, Morocco, Guatemala, Afghanistan and 
Costa Rica. 

What all those countries have in common is war and in our 
upcoming December 148-page Soldier of Fortune, we've got 
hard-hitting articles from each of those hot spots. 

Executive Editor Bob Poos was in El Salvador for the 
recent pacification effort in Usulutan Province and arrived 
in Guatemala just in time to catch the coup attempt in 
Guatemala City. 

Writer Karl Phaler and photographer Adrian Wecer have 
contributed an in-depth, analytical piece about Morocco's 
war against the Polisario guerrillas, with some spectacular 
photos taken from both sides. 

Welshman Mark Warman - one of the few journalists in 
the world who has gone into Kabul with Afghan Freedom 
Fighters - has an article on the Freedom Fighter school for 
guerrillas. It's run by a former Afghan Special Forces colonel 
who learned his trade at the USSR's Mountain Warfare 
School in Russia and the SAS school in Hereford, England. 

Free-lancer Steven Salisbury, who is reporting on the Cos
ta Rican Contras of former Sandinista hero Eden Pastora, 
Comandante Zero, contributed his own eyewitness account 
of the Sandinista massacre of fleeing Nicaraguan civilians. 

We've also got an account on the French Foreign Legion's 
combat jump into Kolwezi, Zaire, written by an American 
Legionnaire who made the jump. 

From Africa comes a story about an Angolan cross-border 
operation, written by an American who served with South 
Africa's most elite unit - 44 Para. 

With refreshing candor, former Chief of Naval Operations, 
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt - remember the Z-grams? - offers 
his perspective on some past, present and likely future hap
penings in a fascinating and enlightening interview. 

Although we liked our first expanded issue- "The World 
At War," December '82 - we at SOF believe this one is even 
better. 

Because it is a larger issue, 148 pages, it'll cost $3.50 on 
the newsstands, but subscribers, of course, will get it as part 
of their regular package. Another good reason to subscribe. 
SOF will continue its new 112-page format in January. 

If you want to read about the world's hot spots - past and 
present- don't miss our second "The World's Still At War" 
issue. - Jim Graves 
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SILENCEgS IN THE 1980S 
Creat Designs, Great Designers 

by). David Truby 
Now. an in-depth, fully illustrated report on the newest 
developments in suppressor technology. J . David Truby 
provides all-new in fo on the innovative de~igns o f today's 
suppressor designers. plus explosive data on those who 
use them His investigative research gives definitive 
comparisons o f models. pr ices. features. ki ts. indepen
dent manufacturers. and silencer technology. You'll not 
read this privy info anywhere else! 8 1h x 11, softcover. 132 
photos, 120 pp. $12.00 

GET 
JiVEN: 

COMBAT 
SURVIVAL 

W
;, 
i1 .1 ·i ('q "I 

• .... 
COUF!SE NOTES 

GET EVEN' 
The Complele Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the meth
ods people use tp gel eve:i with big 
busines&. government and ene
mies More sophistica ted and in
volved tncks are included such as 
ones devised by CIA and Maha 
members and political dirty tncks-. 
ters Over 80 sec tions present dirty 
tricks ranging frorn simple to elab
orate 1n nature 5 'r, x 8 ".·. hard
cover. 180 pp $1 1.95 

SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing-one of the 
few complete. hardcover studies 
of this terrifying and deadly mar
tial art. Text and photos illustrate 
Ninja principles o f invisibility. co
vert entry, escape and evasion. 
assassination . sentry removal. 
meditation. mind clouding. and 
much more. A riveting. all-new 
selection. SY.> x B'h, hardcover. 200 
photos. 168 pp. $16.95 

COMBAT SURVIVAL 
Never befo re avai lable to the pub
lic An extremely useful. complete 
111anual on physical and combat 
survival training and tactics Con-
1ams rare info on evading and s1-
lencmg guard dogs. sabotage 
inte ll igence gathenng. survival 
nav1gation. pnm1t1ve medicine 
evasion and escape. animal traps 
and much more1 8 1

1_, x 11 . sqltcover. 
Illus .. 160 pp S14.95 

THE MINl-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Cal ling all Mini-14 owners! Convert your Mini into a lull-auto, silenced SWAT-type 

weapon with this all-new home workshop guide! The Mini-14 Exotic Weapons Sys
tem presents complete machin ist's dqiwings, forty close-up photos, and full -scale 
templates needed to convert your Ruger into an awesome selective-fi re weapon 
capab le of fie ld-clearing f irepower. Note that this conversion process requires no 
machining or spec ial tocil ~ . Once completed. it takes i ust f ive minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book's secret ' ) or remove it as needed. It's that simple! 

• 

Created by the author of Home Workshop Silencers and The AR-7 Exotic Weapons 
System, th is book is without doubt the fi nest selective-fire conversion manual that 
Paladin has ever published. If you own a Mini - 14, don't delay . Order now! 9 x 12. 
softcover. machinist's drawings. photos. full-scale templates. 72 pp . 
!Sl'lN 0-87364-250-3. $12.00 

HIT MAN 
A Technical Manual for 

Inde pendent Contr011Clors 
Rex Feral ki lls for hire. Now he 
dares to tell his secrets. Learn how 
a pro makes a living at h is craft 
withou t landing behind bars. Find 
out how he gets assignments. 
creates a false identi fy. makes a 
d1sposaole si lencer and more. 
Feral reveals how to get in. do the 
job and get out alive. S'h x 8'h. soft
cover, illus .. 144 pp_ $10.00 

LIFE OR DEATH! 
Emergency Med ical Techniques 

by M onnig. Lee and Caner 

Here is a manual you can enjoy while you·re learning. 
Someday. somewhere. you will meet a medical emer
gency But with this info you won 't be helpless while 
someone suffers This pract ical first-aid book tells you 
how to deal sanely with the worst situations 1n the best 
ways with sound medical procedures Includes neck and 
back injuries. choking. bleeding. cardiac arrest. shock. 
breaks and more. Saving lives is whal this book is abOut. 
5'h x B'h. hardcover. photos. 224 pp. $1!\.95 

HOW TO AVOID ELECTRONIC EAVESDROPPING 
AND PRIVACY INVASION 

Bugging-how 11 is done and how to combat this 1nva
s1on of your privacy- is explored in this mformauve 
handbook. Learn how to detect horning devtces. have a 
free check o f your phone lme, prevent 1he placement of a 
bug or tap and thwarl the listener. Chapters mclude the 
origins o f the spy state. the telephone tap, wireless bug. 
bumper beeper. industrial esp1onag~. the law and more. 
5 1// x B'h. softcover. illus . photos. glossary. 192 pp 

NEW 
l.D.IN 
AMERICA 

BY ANONYMOUS 

$12.95 

NEW l.D. IN AMERICA 
Want one more chance ~I life
w1th a "clean slate?" Trade 1n your 
old identi ty for a new start. Here is 
a step-by-step guide to cr~a l ing a 
totally new you- with a Qirth cert if
icate. passport. driver's license. 
Social Security number-all you 
need for breaking with your past. 
This is 1983, up-to-dale i nfo. Grab 
it! S'h X B'h . soltcover, illus .. 120 pp. 

$10.00 

THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
I\ comprehensive home workshop guide for the gun bull 
and hobbyist machinist. Over fifty working machinist's 
drawings. photos. and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AA-7 .22 surviva l r i fle mlo a full-a,uto 
silenced machine pistol o r r if le . Step-by-sleP. instruc
tions detail how to modify the weapon's onginal receiver. 
fabricate new sear and safety. as well as make a s imple. 
efficient silencer group assembly. 91h x 12. softcover, 
machinist's drawings, photos. full-scale templates. 
72 µp. $1 2.00 

DRAGONS 
. TOUCH 

MASTER 11 El I.ONG 

FM 21-76 

SURVIVAL 
EVASION 

ANO 
ESCAPE 

US UMf Sl'fQAl fOM:U 
MlOICAlllHOIOOIC ' 

D RAGONS TOUCH 
by Mas1er lic1 Lo ng 

Drop your opponent m an instant 
with the deadl y moves of the Drag
ons Touch Immobilize or destroy 
your foe with h1gh-1mpact blows to 
the body"s 'most vulnerable areas 
Learn which angles to use 1n stnk
ing 43 ma1or target areas These 
pressure poin ts are explicH!y illus
trated. and 165 photos gurd·e yOu 1n 
attacking each area With the moves 
of Lian Shi Kung Fu 5 1'1 x 8 1h. sofr
cover. 1llus . 184 pp $10.00 

SURVIVAL EVASION AND ESCAPE 
This field handbook to tned-and
true survival methods is wr.itfen by 
Army experts . Colored plates ol 
snakes and plants make for fool
proof identification of poisonous 
and edib le specimens. Learn how 
to survive al sea. in a hosti le camp 
or m !he tropics Other topics· 
1mprov1smg shelters. obtaining 
food and water and more_ 4 ~ x 6 1,r,, 
softcover. illus., 430 pp_ $10.00 

US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
known to 1rain the world's most 
accomplished medics. and this 
book 1s the reason why It has 
everything comprehensive info on 
disease diagnosis and treatment. 
emergency war surgery and para
medical skills. pediatrics. obstet
rics . orthopedics. emergency den
tal treatment. and more 4 x 7 
softcover. illus .. 400 pp_ $ 14.95 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES PALADIN PRESS 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL DUTY EREE .. 
TECHNIQUES . $14.95 THE PERFECT CRIME . 

$10.00 
$14.95 t PO BOX no7-BML 

BOULDER, CO 80306 
SARE KILLS . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00 
WA R STORY . . SJ4.95 
NINJA DEATH TOUCH . $10.00 
U.S. NAVY SEAL COMBAT 

MANUAL . 
SALOON SURVIVAL . 
YOU CAN' T MISS 
SPECIAL FORCES 

$14.95 
. . $ 6.00 

s 8.95 

HANOBOOK. . . .... $ 8.00 
GET EVEN 11 ............... $11 .95 
O~A 1H OEALER'S 

S.W.A.T. TEAM MANUAL . .... $12.00 
HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS 
VO~. I . . . ...... $12.00 

AUTOMATIC & CONCEALABLE 
WEAPO~S, V0L. t . $12.00 
VOL. II . . $12.00 
VOL. !II $12.00 

BLACK MEDICINE 
VOL.I . 
VOL.II . ....... .... ....... . 
VOL.Ill. 

MANUAL ....... ... •. • • . S~0.00 SURVIVAL POACHING 

$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$14.9~ 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Phone 1303) 44J-7250 

Call TOLL FREE for er dit card ord~rs: 1·800'824-7888: 
As~ for Opcra1or =249. Alaska &· Hawaii. 1-800-824-7919. 

P!ease send me the following tilles: 

8111 my : 0 VISA 0 MaSl<'r\dfd Lxp. Date ---

Card 0.--------------------
NAME ___________________ _ 

ADDRESS-------------------

Sv 8TOTAL 

Please include 
$2 pos1age 

Jnd handling. -----

CITY STATE ZIP TOTAL - 1 

·-----------------·------------·· ---- ~ - - '!"Ill - - - - ... - - - - - - - ... 
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#MF Military 
D-Cell 
Flashllght. 
Miustable hot spot 
lo soft flood beam. 
O.D. Green anodized 
aluminum casing-acid and 
corrosive damage resislant. Belt 
holster and lan~rd included. 

#WB Nylon Web 
Watch Band 

Comfortable, secure, rugged! 
Flap protects watch face. Hook 

& Loop gripper assures perfect fjt. 
Specify wrist size (61k"·8W~) and chOice 

of Olive or Black. 55.95 
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# MF2D (2·cell) $38.50 
# MF3D (3·ce!I) $39.95 
# MF4D (4-cell) $41.00 
# MFSD (5-cell) $42.50 

# SWC SPECIAL WEAPONS 
CASES (33'; 39'; 48") 

SUBMACHINE 
GUN CASES 

Guaranteed Tough Custom Cases 
Strong 11 oz. Cordura nylon, super K·Kote waterproofed, 1" foam padding pro· 
tects weapon, nylon thread-double stitched at seams, mili\ary spec. welded 
black D rings and hardware, nylon YKK lockable zipper, 2" nylon l'.>'eb carrying 
handle and detachable /adjustable padded shoulder strap, hook and loop com· 
partment closures. Unconditionally guaranteed. Specif y Black o r Vietnam 
Leaf Camouflage .. . and weapon. 

# ARC Assault Ri fle Cases. Cus
tomized for all Assault Rifles including 
collapsible stock models. 5 Outside 
Mag pouches plus compartment for 
handgun, scope, bipod, etc. $65 

# SWC Special Weapons Cases. 33:· 
39" and 48" lenglh models to lit al l riot 
shotguns, scoped rifles, other weap
ons. Outside compartments for hand
gun, ammo, knives and accessories. 
$65 

# SMGC Submachine Gun Case. For 
UZI, Ingram Mac 10 & 11 . 6 Outside 

Mag pouches plus handgun and ac· 
cessories compartment. $60 

# SAC Special Agent s Case. For 
anyt~ing and everything. Holds short 
barrel UZI, Mac 10 & 11 . Fully padded 
main compartment. ·outside pocket. 
$46.95 

# P Pistol Cases. :V•" Foam padded, 
lull opening, lockable, water-proofed 
nylon handles . # P10 10" $11.50 ; 
# P12 12" $13; # P14 14" $14.50; # P20 
20" $16. 



Gear Bags 
Strong 11 oz. Cordura 
nylon, super K-Kote water· 
prooled. military spec. 
black D rings and hardware. 
nylon YKK lockable zipper, 
2" nylon web carrying 
handle (except Escort and 
Diploma! Bags) and detach
abte1ad1ustable padded 
shoulder strap. Folds 
flat for storage. Specify 
Blac~ or Camouflage. 

A) #1830 International 
Gear Bag (30Lx12Hx13W). 
Top of lhe fine and loaded 
with features! Dual inside 
zipper pockets and 
divider flap. 4 exterior 
zippered pockets. $129.95 

6) #PB27 l'ro Gear Bag 
(27!-x15Hx16W). 
Big-carries all! One main 
compartment plus an outside zippered ~ouch. $70 

C) #MB22 Medium Gear Bag (22Lx10Hx12W). 
Perfect utility bag. One main compartment with 
inside z!ppered pouch. S45 

D) #FB14 Flight Bag 
(14Lf11Hx9W). Our best 
gear bag. Ideal airline 
carry-on size. One main 
compartment plus an 
outside 21ppered pouch. 
$45 

E) #DCB Diplomat Bag 
(17Lx10Hx9W). Big capacity 
many leatures. Padded 
bottom and walls. dual 
outside flap compartments 
on one side , envelope com
partment on other. Sll:?O 

F) #ECB Escort Bag 
(11Lx9Hx6W). Small shoulder 
bag with padded bottom and 
walls. One main compart
ment plus an outside 
zippered pocket. Ideal 
lor cameras. $45.00 

Golf Shirt. 50150 Cotton-Polyester Knit. 4-Butlon 
front with collar. Small Assault Systems TM logo. 
White only. GSW (S·M-l-XL) S20.00 

Tee-$hlrt. 50 / 50 Cotlon·Polyester Knit in Olive 
Drab with large Assault Systems TM logo. TSG 
(S-M-L-XL) $7.95 

ylon Cap. Black base
all style with mesh sides. 

, ssaull Systems TM logo. · 

\ 

NEW! 

ASHB (One size 
fits all) $6.95 

aa1r1s1ic NylonHolsters Butt Pack 
Spacious. lightweight. pad
ded. Made of strong. 11 oz . 
walerprooled DuPont Cor
dura Nylon in black or cam
oullage. Webbing on each 
side to mount holster. mag. 
pouch. canteen. etc. Re· 
movable nylon web bell 
with Fastex buckle. 

. . . stronger than leather. yet allow guns to breathe. Lightweight and flexible 
too .. . for utmost comfort. Washable-no mildew. Hook & Loop closures for 
weapon security and easy access. Black only, wilh military spec. hardware. 
When ordering , specify Weapon and whether right or left-ha!lded. 

Shoulder Holsters 

Concealable Shoulder Holster (Top). Flis most any gun. 
Elastic back strap allows free mo\lement of right arm: Fully 
~djuS1able 1 V•" ny!On web harness. SHC .. . .... -!f: $40. 

Military Sl\Oulder Holster (Bottom). ConS1ructed of 5 
layers ballistic nylon. Sewn in sigtit channel. Fully ad
juS1able w, .. nylon·web harness. HN45B for auto's $35; 
Hf\145BR tor revolvers $35; HN451\!L for 6" BB~ $40. 
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S.lt Holsters 

Wear with military web belt, or any 
other belt. Five slyfes lo fit most guns. 

BH45 for auto's $35 
BH45R for revolvers $35 
BH45L for 6" BBL guns $40 
BHC for 2" revolvers $24.50 
BHCO for 3" and 4" revolvers $24.50 

BP . $41 .75 

Ankle Holsters 

Super-concealment and comfort. Ultra light nylon web
bing and ballistic nylon. Built-in rubber padding over 
ankle. 
AHR for revolvers ....... S30 
AHA tor auto·s . . . ........ ,. . . .. $30 
AHO for 3 .. and 4 .. revolvers and large autos . . . $30 
Also available: SPB ankle pouch for money, credit 
cards, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24.50 

·- ·········· -·-·······~········· · ·· ~·~··· · ······ : A55AU· •:r SendS2.00for : : . I. TM - ~ complete Assault : : SYSTEmS · system~ .catalog- : 
: · . free with order. : 

SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL. INC .. Dept. SF-11 
869 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 
TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1 -800-325-3049 
IN MISSOURI 1-314-343-3575 . TWX: 9107601429 

Plus $3 per order lor postage 
(Canada and Hawaii $5). 

MasterCard. Visa, AmEx. Money 
Order. Check or C.0 .D.-merch. held 
for clearance of checks not certified. 

Send Dealer FFL or · 
Law Enforcement Dept. lenerhead. 

Please send me the following : 

Bill my : D Master Card D Visa D Am Ex 

Exp. Date___ Card # ------l~lil.'il.,!!ICI 
Name ______________________ _ 

LAW ENFORCEMENT & 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

•••••••••.••• •• •• A.d_d;~s.5.--. -. -. -. -. -.-.-.-. -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- .-. -... -. -•.• 
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IVAN GOES 
TO VEGAS . .. 

Sirs: 
1 regret we missed you on your recent 

trip to El Salvador, but perhaps we can get 
together anot)ler time. Jn October we will 
have some of our people in Las Vegas 
looking over area 54 l!nd perhaps we could 
have some of our people compete in your 
shqoting matches: 

Of course , we would expect the FBI 
would delegate some of their agents to 
shoot also . It will be interesting to see 
which team is better. 

We regularly beat_ the Glavnoye Rez
vedy uatelnoye Uprav!eniye. Of course 
they use OG-7s and frequently try to bribe 
the judges, but we still manage to win 80 
percent of the matches . 

If we don' t meet in Vegas, then perhaps 
in Costa Rica in 1983 . I will be there 
meeting with our Partiqo Revo!ucionario 
de Trabajadores Centroamericanos. 

· Lt. Col. A. Boychenko 
Moscow, USSR 

One of our readers out there obviously 
has a well-developed sense ofhumor since 
the letter above - written on letterhead 
purporting to be that of the Komitet Gosu
dars\vennoy Bezopavost (KGB) - ·ar
rived at the SOF offices in a U.S. Air 
Force enw;:/op e, mailed from Cqsta Rica. 
Good shot. 

For those who don 't understand the 
joke, SOF published in January a tongue
in-cheek Jetter {o B.oris at the KGB point
ing out that we had scored a few scoops on 
tl!rfwhere the KGB plays an active hand, 
and later in April we published a story 
about a meeting between two of our staff 
and a KGB agent nicknamed " Jaws. " 
That was also written with tongue firmly 
in cheek but was based on a real incidenr. 
The agent was reassigned right aftei iye 

published the article. And Jim Coyne -
author of the April article - certainly 
h<;Jpes he wa~ not reassigned to Costa 
Rica. "Jaws " is reported (o have quite a 
bite. -The.Eds 

I NSULTS 
IN AFRICA . .. 

Sirs: 
I must respond to Charles Sasser' s ''In

trigue in Africa," which appeared in the 
July '83 issue of SOF. The claim by Sasser 
that a group of NCOs "got drunk in their 
quarters'' and took over the government is 
very misleading. 

The NCOs did not get drunk, but were 
sober and were putting their lives ori the 
line to answer the cry of the Liberian peo
ple, denied a voice in ttie affairs of their 
country . 

Also, the article mentioned that Col. 
Borteh died whi le leading a coup. Col. 
Borteh is not dead. He is alive and welf 
and actively serving his country. 

This kind of reporting tastes of unpro
fessionalism, and is designed to tarnish 
the good reputation of the I,,iberiar gov
ernment: · 

Alfred Karlay 
Los Angeles; California 
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FLAK 

"'WHY DONl1HEY ALL. 1..fiAVE US Al.ONE SO vvr;. CAN kl LL EACH Olli ER IN P€AC:£ ?" 

The intent of " Intrigue in Africa" was 
not to tarnish the reputation of the Liberian 
government, but rather to tell the story of a 
U.S. Special Forces team and the Liberian 
commandos they trained. 

Mr. Doe's government may or may not 
be the finest to emerge in Africa: That 
remains to be seen. The circumstances of 
the April 1980 coup, however, are well
documented. Time magazine, for exam
ple, reported the NCOs were drinking and 
drunk in their quarters and planne<j the 
coup more or less spontaneously. This 
was also common knowledge among the 
Liberian soldiers, many o f whom had 
known the president when he was an en
listed man in the army. 

As for Col. Borteh, the SF team return
ing from A frica was under the impression 
that he had been killed along with Thomas 
Weh Syen. Those were the reports. The 
Liberian government refuses response to 
any inquiries. Hpwever, on the chance 
that he does indeed live, may his portrait 
of Fide/ Castro rot and fall from the wall. 
--Charles W. Sasser 

Because we found it amusing we 

thought SOF readers wol.i/q like to know 
that an African diplomat told SOF Pub
lisher Robert K. Brown, at"a Washington 
reception, that the Liberians were so upset 
about the article he would advise SOF not 
to send anyone there in the near future, 
unless we had on file a photo of that person 
standing against a brick wall, or his ju-ju 
was real good. Seems as though the Libe
rians objected to the mention that some of 
them still believe in ju-ju (amulets which 
ward off bullets) . Since we don 't, we 
won't. -Jim Gra ves 

HOAGLAND 
HOAX . .. 

Sirs: 
After 17 years, I never expected to hear 

the Hoagland story again, much less see it 
in print with pictures. My brother, also a 
former 5th SF, gave me a copy of SOF's 
special issue on the Gritz affair quite by 
chance. While thumbing through, I caught 
the Hoagland story and was surprised by 

C<mtinued on page 102 
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0786 S14.95 3681 S14.95 5892 S16.95 1487 S16.95 7807 S15.95 1156 $13.95 6031 Spec.ed. 2469 S10.95 6213 S12.95 1099 S19.95 * 8821 $12.95 

How the Club works: 
You'll receive your 3 books for 98¢ (plus shipping and handling) and 
your free book and map after your application for membership is 
accepted . We reserve the right to reject any application . However, 
once accepted as a member, if you are not satisfied, return the 3 
books within 10 days at Club expense . Your membership will be 
cancelled and you'll owe nothing . The free book and map are yours to 
keep in any case . About every 4 weeks (14 times a year), you 'll 
receive, free, the Club's magazine describing the coming Selec
tion(s) and Alternates . In addition, up to 4 times a year you may 
receive otters of special selections, always at discounts off pub
lishers' prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do noth ing ; it 
will be shipped to you automatically. If you want an Alternate, or no 
book at all , indicate your preference on the order form and return it ·
by the date specified. That date allows you 10 days to decide. If you 
receive an unwanted selection because you had less than 10 days, 
return it at Club expense and owe nothing . Once you've purchased 
just 4 books during your first 2 years of membership, you may 
continue to enjoy Club benefits or resign at any time . There is a 
shipping and handling charge on all books shipped. The Military 
Book Club otters its own complete hardbound editions , sometimes 
altered in size to fit special presses, saving you even more. 
33 * Explicit sex, violence and language. 

Club editions save you up to 30% off 
the publishers' list prices quoted above. 

NOVEMBER/83 

Plus this 
full-color 
19"x 25" 
Vietnam 
map FREE 
with membership 

---------------------------------~ Military Book Club® 
Dept. ER-322, Garden City, N.Y. 11530 
Please accept my application for membership in the Military Book 
Club and send me the 3 books whose numbers I have printed in the 
boxes below. Bill me only 98¢ plus shipping and handling for the 3 
books . I understand that I need buy only 4 more books at regular 
low Club prices during the first 2 years of mr membership to 
complete my commitment. My membership wil be subject to the 
terms and conditions presented in this ad . Also send me Charlie 
Company and a strategy map. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 3 selec
tions, I may return the books within 10 days at Club expense. My 
membership will be cancelled and I will owe nothing. Charlie 
Company and the map are mine to keep in any case . 

I FREE 
BOOK 
# 0620 

~~!·~~'Jou already own Charlie Company, please choose another title lor your 

Mr. 
Ms. ----------;;;;:::::-::;:;;---------
Mrs. (Please print) 

Address ANpt. ------------- o. __ _ 

City __________ State_ Zip ___ _ 

Members accepted in the U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members wi ll be 
serviced from Canada . Offer slightly different in Canada. SO-M

240 .........-""-........ ==... .. _________ ----- - ---- - - -------_____ .. 
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with M8A1 
scabbard 
6" Blade 
Features Belt 
attachment , 
sure-grip handle , 
and tie-thongs 

ONLY $19.95 

Our new LC-1 OD, nylon combat harness 
assembly comes ready for any situation, Each 
item can be purchased separately, You save 
$10 when you purchase the complete outfit 
Now only $42.80. 
1, Adjustable LC-1 suspenders $12,95 
2, First Aid Dressing/Compass Case $3, 
3, Canteen with cover $8,50 
4, lntrenching tool carrier $4,50 
5, (2) M-16 30 rd mag, pouches $13,95 
6, Pistol belt $9,95 

IF YOU DON'T SEE IT 
HERE, ASK! 
WE'VE GOT IT ALL! 

10 SOLIUER OF FOR'l'UNE 

• GOVT.ISSUE 
CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS 

All uniforms are reinforced at all stress points, 
Jackets have 4 pockets, pants 6 pockets with 
adjustable waists and blousing laces, Specify XS, 
S, M, L, or XL For XL sizes add $4 per setC!)Day 
Desert,@ Rip Stop OH Green,@Woodland 
Pattern@Orig , GJ Boonies available in 
O.D, Green, Woodland or Day Desert $11.95 
weeds not included @USMC Camouflage 
utility caps, S, M, Lor XL, $4.95 

MAINTENANCE 
KIT,COLT .45 
Genuine G, L carrying case 
contains eight G, L parts 
most needed to keep your A5 shooting: firing pin • 
extractor• ejector• magazine• firing pin spring• 
sear spring• recoil spring & combo tooL Moisture 
resistant packaged, $24.95. 

MILITARY STYLE GUN CASES 
Heavy duty OD, canvas and black trim carrying 
cases are mildew resistant, fully padded 
and feature a full length, self repairing zipper and 
zippered accessory pocket Colt AR-15 Rifle, HK 
91/93 44" $26.95. CAR, AR-180, 36" $24.95. 
Mini-14, M-1 Carbine, 870 42" $21.50. 

UZI, MAC's, 28" $22.50. 

*Prices good this ad only 

SUPPORT 
IN THE FIELD FOR 
YOUR AR15/M16 
A deal you can't afford to pass up, 
New Govl AR15/M16 bipod and 
O,D, canvas case with zippered accessory 
pouch that attaches to your web gear 
$13.95. Bipod and OH nylon case $15.95 
Bipod installs in seconds, no tools required, 

ORIG. G.I. "BOONIES" 
The original camo jungle hats, All are made of 
Rip Stop materials with large 
brass screen vents, These 
are available in o:D. 
Green, Woodland or 
Desert Camo, Sizes 7, 
7%, 7V2, 73/4. Please 
specify size, 
ONLY $11.95 

LATEST G.I. 2 STRAP DUFFLE BAG 
BACK PACK STYLE 

This is the real McCoy, FSN 8435-265-4928, Full size 
(not commercial as offered by others), The ideal item 
for that camping trip or sending the kids to camp, 2 
shoulder straps, Dimensions: 32" long x 11 ' wide x 
11" high, $25.95 or 2 for $47.95. 



Mall to: SHERWOOD INTERNATIONAL 
18714 PARTHENIA ST. , DEPT. SF1 1, NORTHRIDGE, 

CALIFORNIA 91324 

Sorry No C.O.D.s: Send D Check D Money Order 
D American Express D Diners Club 
D MasterCard/Visa D Carte Blanche 

Card No·----------~ 

Name'------------- -----

, ___ _____ State ip. ___ _ 
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Especially now that we have 
dealt with all your objections 
to wearing it. 

Sil.EN'I'® l'AKl'NEll 

l:lody armor is: 
AFFORDABLE 

Priced, on average, 25% to 
50% below comparabl e mod
els frorn other major manufac
turers. 

WEARABLE 
Conceived and designed for 
full -time tropical wear. 

MODULAR 
Starting with our $99.95 Level 
1 + standard model * you can 
expand your Silent Partner ar
mor system as your needs dic
tate. Your armor can't become 
obsolete! 
Send $2.00 for our complete 
catalog and we'll include a 
certificate worth $4.00 toward 
the purchase of any Silent 
Partner armor unit. 

What are you waiting tor? 
SILENT PARTNER, INC. 

230 Lafayette St. 
Gretna, LA 70053 

• Which, by the way, would have saved 
th e lives of 86 .9% of the officers fatally 
shot in 1981. 
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COMBAT 
WEAPON CRAFT 

~" .• 

THE loudest sound in the world can 
be the silence of an empty maga

zine. That will sound like Zen to some, 
but to the combat veteran or the IPSC 
shooter I need say no more. Police, sol
diers and competitors around the world 
have been caught with fewer rounds 
than they thought they had. 

Submachine guns were issued to 
troops in large numbers just be fore 
WWII, and this made it even easier to 
run dry. About this time, some nameless 
dogface must have figured out that he 
had twice as many rounds easily avail
able if he taped two box magazines 
head-to-toe. Then all he had to do was 
grab the package, hit the magazine re
lease, flip the taped mags end-for-end, 
and insert the fresh box into the well. 

There was one big problem with this 
system - aside from offering no en
couragement for fire control. If the 
weapon was dropped or if fired from the 
prone position there was a good chance 
that the first round or two would get 
covered in sand, mud or snow, causing 
feeding and extraction problems. Larger 
debris might become wedged between 
the feed lips, entirely blocking the mouth 
of the magazine. 

A.R.M.S. Mag-Pac on ARIS, instantly 
installed or adjusted with 
thumbscrews. Photo: Ken Hackathorn 

During the Vietnam War some Gls 
began taping Ml6 magazines side-by
side with both magazines pointed the 
same way. The old head-to-toe arrange
ment allowed the boxes to be taped with 
their sides flush against each other, since 
each magazine mouth simply protruded 
a few inches beyond the butt of the 
other. Taped in tandem the magazines 
need to be spaced to clear the sides of 
the magazine well. 

For Ml6 magazines, the cheap way to 
do this is to loosely tape a couple of 
magazines together, leaving about 314-
inch be tween th e m (% -inch fiber
reinforced packing tape works a lot bet
ter than anything else). Then take sever
al tight wraps of tape around the center 
of the tape loop, between the maga
zines, until everything tightens up. Insert 
one of the magazines into the weapon , 
holding them apart at the top for easy 
clearance of the side of the magazine 

by Ken Hackathorn 

well. Take another tight wrap just over
lapping the bottom of the first tape loop 
to hold that spacing on the top. Then 
cinch the mess together with a final tight 
wrap overlapping the top of the horizon
tal bands of tape. 

And I do mean mess. This is a heavy 
arrangement, requires a certain amount 
of fiddling to get it right, and a magazine 
left for any length of time with packing
tape adhesive on the surface will never 
be the same. 

Several nameless companies have 
tried to make clamps to replace the va
rious tape harnesses. But they either 
didn' t hold the magazines tightly enough 
or they broke too easily. Now there are 
two good magazine clamps. 

Choate's solid d amp on MIA mags, 
off-set for clearance of operating 
handle. Photo: Ken Hackathorn 

Choate Machine and Tool Company 
(Dept. SOF, Box 218. Bald Knob, AR 
72010 - see Paul Williams' article on 
Garth Choate on p. 36) sells double 
magazine clamps for $14.95. During ex
tensive testing the nylon and stee l 
Choate clamps proved to be rugged and 
practical. In .308-length the clamp joins 
H&K mags as well as those fitting the 
MIA and similar weapons. Models de
signed for .223 magazines work well on 
boxes for the ARIS, AR- I 80 and Mini-
14. Just remember to lower the right 
magazine relative to the left one to allow 
for clearance of the operating handle on 
MlAs and Mini-I4s. 

A.R.M.S ., Dept. SOF, 230 W. Center 
Street, West Bridgewater, MA 02379. 
markets another magazine clamp called 
the Mag-Pac. Costing only $ I 2. 75, plus 
$1.50 for postage and handling. Mag
Pacs are made of blued I6-gauge steel 
with a plastic spacer. Models are avail
able for .223, .308, 7.62x39mm and 
9mm Parabellum SMG magazines. 

Clamps are a much better idea than 
taping schemes. Clamped magazines 
can be separated for cleaning, fi nishes 
are not marred when clamps are proper
ly insta lled , and one mag won ' t shovel 
up dirt during prone firing. If you habi
tually carry a rifle without wearing an 
assault vest, you need these clamps. ~ 
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LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME L you 
. N "PR0s" TEL y 

TOP-FLIGHTH· ~'iv TO DO IT I GlJID~i!~~~ER 
WHAT TO DO, . STEP OFT . 

M ~·re"ta\ 
IRSl LESSO " . increase 

Ill ~OU\R ~ballistics that ~~~matica\\Y 
a se<re 0 curacy so \ l BEG 
your nun\~6J~ fRIEf.Oj;.:1~ oo 11! . ~'t sHOYI rnElll HO . II scarcely 
~OU . hoot w1lh w1 witness 

You'll see how to take .wart and repair almost every 
well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
take the mystery out of ballistics. Show you how to 
smooth up actions, fit and repair stocks, rechoke 

shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 
bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 

1he men you !yes when theY snooting 
believe the~:ona\\Y improv~~ve troub\e 
your sensa '(ou maY even ems like a 
accuraCY, \ yoursell') It si" your train· 
bel1ev\ng I et it' s par\ o ·a gun pro 
miracle h ~ay lo becoming I . appl 1 
in& on t e do it is the s1m~o~mat1on 
The way yo~eveallng new isn 'e;.p\a1ned 
cat ion ol ballistics Iha~ 'rst arid cnart 
concerning le easy to-un 1 rst \esson 
with a s1mP ~nies your i \e ot the 
that accoi:iiP iu~t one ex~m:un secrets 
And this is ide tips an u as you 
dozens 0

11
f ~~s revealed to ~,~g course . 

As a "Gun Pro" trainee at North American 

drop and pitch. Lgarn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black 
powd.er guns. How to buy and sell new jlnd 
used guns for profits. 

WE SHOW. YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 
If you qualify otherwise: y~u ma~ This tne;ms y~u can begin makffig ex

obtain a Federal License to buy and tra cash almost immediately - order
se!l gµns, ammunition and accessories ing guns for others 'on a cost-plus 
without inventory . .. \Vhile y0u are basis. It also helps you get started to
still a student at North American. ward a business of your own . .. if that 

that WI gh thlS fl.Cl 
progress throu 

Everything Explained in 
Easy-to-Understand Language 
so Even. a fjeginner Can Follow 
Explanation~ inclu~e pho tos. diagra m s, 
drawings and c ha r ts . We send you a ll the 
tool-; you need so you actually lea rn by doing 
as vou fo llow the lessoris. You receive cata logs, 
baigain bulleti ns. rcq11ireme11ts fo r Federal 
Firearms License . 

FIRST FOLD HERE 

SPECIAL 
TOOLS AND 

is what you want. a{t.er you graduate. ----.:._, 

GUNS ARE Bl~ BUSINESS. Gun repair, custom am~o-making, 
s-porteri;dng, custom stocking, sales-1111 are profit oppor

tun ities for the ex.pert. Now, at. home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 

do not know how many of our graduates have started their 
own gun shops, but we have letters on file from some 
who have. And we'll send you the res ults of a survey 

showing employment success of our graduates. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that 
you will get a job. To find out how our graduate· 

have done, send for our job placement record. 
You get it all! How to buy and sell guns ... customize, 

repair a nd ?.ccurize them . . . fit and finish stocks ... do 
hand-loading ... zero-i n scopes ... understand ballistics 

... rest ore antique fi rearms ... use black powder 
weapons ... import g uns ... a djust chokes ... and m ore. 

Decau:;e you study at h ome, you can g raduate in months 
... or take up to two years. Your handsome Diploma will 
pi-ocla im you as a "GUN PRO" when you proudly displny 

it in your ow n shop or at work . • FIRST FOLD HERE 

NO POSTAGE NECESSARY when y-ou-~~I ~ 
ad w 

GUN SALES 

GUN REPAIR. BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 

Gives you a good start toward going into your 
own· business or applying for a job in a 
gun shop. 

TROUBLE-SHOOTING 
and MU(:H, MUCH MORE 

MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 
There are more ~han 20 millio n hunters plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 
owners in ~he U.S. AP.PROVED FOR VETERAl'S 

Name_ Age __ _ 
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TANKS OF THE WORLD. Edited by 
Gen. F erdinand M. von Senger und 
Etterlin. Nautical Aviation Pub. Co. , 8 
Randall St., Annapolis, MD 2140 l. 
1983. 900 pp . 73i line drawings and 603 
photos. $49.95. Review by Bill Broo~s. 

T HIS, the sixth edition of Tanks of the 
World, is the first English .edition of 

the excellent Tascheqbuch der Panzer. 
The editor , Gen . v.on Senger und Etterlin . 
is the current com mander-in-chief, Allied 
Forces. Central Europe [NATO]. He has 
written numerous books on armored war
fa re and is considered one of the worlp ' s 
foremost experts on armored · vehicles. 
Tanks of the Wcirld is an extensive. up
to-date reference work on the military 
fighting vehicles produced and used by 19 
nat ions . 

Concise assess me nts and ex tens ive 
tabul a r data for each are provided . 
Although not nearly as detailed as the 
large, expensive Jane ·s Armour and A rtil
lery. Tanks of the World is an indi spensi
ble pocket-sized reference book that no 
professional soldier should be without. 

~. 

PARACHUTING: The Skydi ver 's 
Handbook. ~Y Pan Poynter. Para Pu~
li~hing, P.O. Box 4232-0, Santa Bar
bara, CA 93103. Fourth revised edi
tion, 1983. 183 pp. $7 .95. Review by 
John Early. 

A fellow skydiver once remarked, 
" You already know parachuting is 

fun. Don ' t worry about it; think about it. 
Don ' t guess about ·it; find out apout it. " 
· If you really want ~o find out about it , 
Parachuting: The Skydiver's Hand
boQk, \s the place to look. [f the fledgling 
jumper haa to use qnly one book to guide 
him from that first anxiety-filled jump to 
the wonderment of that first 30-second 
delay, this would be the book. 

The Handbook is easy to reacl, lavishly 
illustrated and easy to understand. Its text 
is excellently arranged for the first-jump 
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IN 
REVIEW 

student looking at the sport for the first 
time or for the serious beginning or in
termediate skydiver who wants a good , 
solid foundation to build his parachuting 
career around. 

This contemporary how-to , where-to 
handbook leads the reader through jump 
training step by step and then covers in
termediate progression into the world of 
freefall flight. 

·This book seems to have a little of ev
ery thing, from ·an in-depth study of 
emergency procedures to discussion of va
rious types of equipment encountered in 
the sport. It even has a complete 1 ist of 
drop-zones worldwide. · 

This is an excellent text for use in any 
first-jump course. Any parachute center or 
club would be well advised to adopt Para
chuting as a teaching guide for thi:ir new 
students, since it covers more material 
than most instructors have time to teach. 
The materiai Poynter includes in this work 
will ensure that your students get the best 
possible information for their futures in 
the sky. · 

THE PARACHUTE MANUAL. By 
Dan Poynter. Para P~blishing , P.O. 
Box 423i-O, Santa Barbara, CA 93103. 
Second revised ~dition , 1978. 500 pp. 
$29.95. Review by John Early. 

THIS technical treatise on the para
chute covers everything there is to 

know about aerodynamic decelerators. 
Poynter has . been long acknowledged as 
" the expert " on parachutes and parachut
ing in thi s co untry , and is regarded 
throughout the world as one of the leading 
au!horities on all aspects of parachute de-

If 

sign, construction, al terat ion and repair. 
The Parachute Manual is known as 

the " Bible" for parachute riggers every
where . It is in use by the U.S . armed 
forces , foreign military forces and govern
ments , the U.S. Forest Service's smoke 
jumpers and virtually every major para
chute-repa ir faci lity in the United States . 

The Manual covers all aspects of para
chute construction and design , component 
parts, materials for repair and alteration, 
as well as pack ing instructions for many of 
the ·parachutes in use today. 

· The Manual is cti'vided into nine c!Jap
ters, beginning with the regul ations gov
erning parachutes and parachuting. It con
tinues with chapters on the layout of a 
parachute loft, materials used in repai r and 
alteration, different assemblies encoun
tered !n the field, design and construction 
and ends with the inspection and packing 
techniques now in vogue in the industry. 

Poynter's chapter on maintenance is an 
excellent example of the attention to detai l 
that has become hi s trademark . Each re
pair is discussed in detail , telling the para
chute rigger which canopies the repair ap
plies to, the materials needed fo r the job, 
which sewing machine .to use and how to 
set it up , the equipment needed for the job 
an·d the time usually required to accom
plish the repair or alteration. Poynter then 
sets out a step-by-s tep procedu re for the 
repair , complete with pictures and dia
grams . 

The Manual contains more than 2,000 
photos and drawings and is const;rntly up
dated as new techniques become known 
and used. · · 

This book is a valuable addi tion to any 
library that deals with parach utes and 
other ai r items and a must for any para
c.hute rigger or serious parachutist . ~~ 
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. o ·e1ack 

Commando 
Dog Tag Set-

. - (A Kaufman's Exclusive): 
2 GI stainless steel tags, specially treated to be non glare llat 
black plus 2 black (4" and 24") ball chains . $5.0~/Hf 

o DRegulatlon GI Dog Tags-~ 
~ set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 ~. 
'" stainless chains (4" and 24") .................. . . S3.00/ ... h 
:!J Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 

spaces per line. a 0 PrlnU"9 . . . ... . . ... . ..... . only $1.00 per tag(S2.DD perset) 

,. ,.. . 
'ft D Dog Tag Silencers - black. non.glare lubber bumpers 
:zilortags .'. ....................... .. . .... . $1.DD/pair 

::l D Special Forces Grun Beret - Jaunty and 
,. oaring and classy - ·11ke tne profes sionars who wear them. These are 

CD
• olftclal nigulatlan berets ol 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mlli· 

· lary specs. Made expressly tor us by the prime g --=,,--·,,,. govern ment contractor. Also available: 
, Onicial headgear tor: 
Ill O A1111ome o·uailfted (Marvon) 
~ D ft1nger Comm1nifos (Black) 
~ 0 Ar1111ery & Guanllan Angels (fted) 

UI . "'.:;\ ; ~z~~~;;'8o t~~! (Camouflage) 
~ (Not sure of head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where 

you wear your hat. We'll send the right one.) S13.75/e1ch 

I D Drill Instructor/Smokey the Bear Hat -g Formally called the campaign Hal, this 1s a really 
r" line quality pressed felt headpiece . · 
,. A hat with character. No one who wears 11 

escapes a personality change . Allill. 
I: An uncontrollable urge to shout ~I 
0 orders or heap abuses. pursue llamers or z write traffic tickets. Let your true or wistful seH 
I be heard. Sizes: 6·718 to 7 5/8 . . .. S19.75{!1Ch 

UI 0 Genuine Luther Chin Strip . . . 52.DD/mh 
!t C Acom Hat Con! (as shown) . . . . . . $6.00/uch 
~· (Specify color: silver. gold metallic. black/gold. metallic. ye llow. 

~ r~~~:::;ue~µmbat Cap-Wood~nd :{I 
Ji Camouflage - latest Army issue. Thi; 
•• winterwe)ght cap features lined tlaps w~ich can 
~ fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into the ~ 

hat when the weather' s balmy. Sizes run small ~ i Also n1llable in Ohe Drab (OD) Green. NlJINE G l 
O Sizes 7.7'1<.l'li.7'1• ... . . S9.DO/e1ch GE 

c: 
:II .. All Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours 
m . . . . 
;· - D Watch Gap, 100% Wool-
-1 This is the genuine GI , tightly knit. and all-wool 
-· watch cap. Used by commandos and troops 
3 ~; ~,..;.. GI alike. this tightly knit cap lits snug on any size 
CD <:'W,L""~ head for maximurl warmth on extended cold 
- GP weather operci:tions. Skies can roll down to pro· 

tect ears. Choose between dark blue/black (Navy Seal or Marine Recon 
teams) or 00 (olive drab; army) $6.00/ each 

0 Commando Sweater -
Patterned atter the famous · British 
Commando Sweater. th is is manu
lactured in the USA lor US military 
use. The USMC sweater is crewneck, 
olive drab (00) green in color. The 
Army sweater is V-neck . in dark navy 
blue and has epaulets and a breast 
patch lor nameplate . The natural 
100% wool fiber content makes the 
sweater super warm; the long cut 
and light knit ribbed design makes 

Pants feature: 6 pockets 
(!high pockets are bel-

1owed); drawstring 
cuffs ; adjustable :.vaist 
tab . Jackets feature: 4 
pockets, bellows style. 

Tell us your chest, 
height, and waist 

measurements 
when orderln~. 

Choose from: 
D Woodland e.attem 

~~mrm~r· camouflage - 50% cotton/ 
50% nylon . Army's iatest 

issue; tne pants have a 
reinlorced seat and knees; 

the jacket has reinforced elbows. Brand New. 
Specify: Jacket or P.ants .. . $30.00/each; 
.. .. ......... . . . . .. . $57.50/set. 
D Day Desert Pattern Camouflage - 50% 
cotton/50% nylon . Latest issue to Airborne 

Troops of the Rapid Oeplqyment Force . Brand 
New. Reinforced as Woodland Pattern above. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants ... S34.00/each; 
. . .. ........ .. . .. .' . . ... . $65«00/set. 
O Olive Drab (OD} Green - 100% cotton . 

ripstop; as used in early Vietnam: Current GI manufacture . [\rand 
New. Specify: Jacke t or Pants ..... . . $30.00/each; $57.50/set. 
D Tiger Stripe Patt~rn Cameufl age - Commercjal 'Manufact.ure • 
these are made b9 a US Government contractor to military specs. 
The tiger stripe pattern is true . They are reinforced as the Wood
land Pattern Camoullage , above. Regular lengths onlf(no longs). 
Specify Jacket or Pants . S36.75/each; S69.501set. 
D Leaf Pattern Camouflage - 100% cotton ripstop , as issued in 
Vietnam . Current GI manulacture . Brand new. Specify Jacket or 
Pants ..... . $36.75/each; $69.50/set. 
D Desert Tan (Khaki) Bush Fatigues - these 6 pocket pants and 4 
pocket jackets are o! commercial US manufacture to military specs . 
100% cotton . they are an excellent buy. Regular lengths only (no 
longs) . Specify Jacket or Pants .. .. .. S26.00/each; S49.00/set. 

•Send for Free Sportswear Brochure With 

All Our New Designs 

() -. Sunglasses · 

:.Ml•~"" 25% Off. These are the 
;;.· I Rea: McCoys 

· by Bausch & Lomb . Also USAF 
and NASA Pilot glasses. Call fo r free 
sunglass brochure . 

• Camouflage Collection Catalog • 24 pages 
of genuine military clothing . gear and equipment with an emphasis 
on camouflage $1 .00/each. Free with any order. 

SHIPPING COST 

it windprool. Sleeve and shou lder 
patches provide protection at abra
sion points. Specify size: S, M, L, XL 
Choose: Olive Drab (DD} Green 
(USMC) or Navy Blue (Army) .S47.75/each . Please inc lude appropriate shipping costs from chart below with eac·h 

order . Amounts shown include costs of postage. packaging, insurance 
0 Commando Sweater. Commercially and handling. OrdersuptoS 10.00 $3 00 

made - patterned atter the GI ones . these are c'ommercially ~:~::::;~~m~~ :~~~~~ ~ · ~~ 
made in easy care 100% acrylic . Although they are copies. they are Orders from $35 .01 to 50.00 5.25 
constructed surprisingly true to the al l wool ones . complete with Orders from $50.01to70.00 6.25 
sleeve and shoulder patches. Orders from $70.01 to90.00 7.25 
Choose between: Olive Drab (DD) Green or Black. Specify Size: Orders over $90 .00 8.00 
S, M, L, XL .. $21.75/each . CanlCflan Onlers·Send Double Amount lndlc1ted. 

~"'-"'~"-""'""''!'Jft"l~,,....,...~lftl· 

NOVEMBER/83 

D USAF Heavyweight 
Flight Jacket- Type N28·. 
This 1s the warmest !light jacket that 
lhe military issues. It features lull pile 
hood wliich drapes over the shoulders 
when not needed. This is \he cold 
weather version of the lntermediiite 
Weight Fl~ht Jacket . Type MA1 lea· 
lured elsewhere in this ad. This jacket 
is designed tor subfreezing temper . 
atures. Waterproof· and Windproof. 
S,M,L $87.75/each; XL $95.75 

~~~~~~~--';.:_~ 
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LETTERS TO 
RUSSIA ... 

' . 
Young Samantha Smith is not the 

only American writing fan mail to Yuri 
Andropov. According to the British In
telligence Digest, the North American 
office of Radio Moscow routinely in
vites Americans to write Russia and 
tell how disgus(ed they are with the 
United States government. 

Just how many letters are received 
is debatable ; Radio Moscow insists 
they get "millions" of ·1€1tte rs ' ~t their 
offices from every state in the L.Jnion 
from housewives, farmers , school chil
dren, lawyers - all ordinary peepie 
who " recognize and admire the princi
pled and consistent foreign policy of 
Yuri and his struggle to preserve 
peace." 

Andropov , according to Soviet 
sources, has been moved to tears by 
the massive appeal because "he loves 
the American people as much CJS he 
loves the Soviet people" and has 
vowed to "continue the good vyork." 

This is, of course, an important ele
ment of the Soviet disinformation and 
propaganda war to discredit ttie United 
States around the world. And while 
most Americans might be too sophisti 
catecj to be infl uenced by such blatant 
mistruths, there are a lot of people 
around the world who are influenced 
PY it. 

Intelligence Digest notes Soviet 
citizens cou ld, of course, write Presi
dent Reagan and complairi abowt their 
goverriment, but "there is nothing to 
critidze. " · · 

SA!<HAROV WRITES 
"MERICA ... 

One Russian did, however, write to 
the United States and complain about 
Soviet policy. In a letter written to U.S. 
Prof. Sidney Orel\ of Stanford Universi
ty and publ ished in Foreign Affairs 
magazine, Nobel P~ace Prize winner 
Andrei Sakharov suggested that it 
l']'light be wise for the United States to 
continue to strengthen its nuclear 
arsenal , including development of the 
MX. 

"One should not proceed from an 
assumption of any special peace
loving nature in the socialist [commun
ist) countries due to their supposed 
progressiveness or the horrors and 
losses they have experienced in war," 
warned the Soviet nuclear physicist, 
who is considered a hwo in the West 
by nuclear-war protesters. 

Sakharov rec;ognized the appalling 
dangers of nuclear war in his letter and 
admitted it would be preferable to " re
duce and elirninate nuclear weapons. " 
But as long as the Soviets hold a "great 
advantage in \and -based missiles," 
whicti he asserts they do, " there is very 
little chance of them easily relin
quishing that lead. If it is necessary to 
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BULLETIN 
BOARD 
by Donna DuVall 

lllJtlC)ll c;C)N'l'llC)I~ 
THE BUTLER DIDN'"F 

DO IT ... 

SOF suspected some hanky-panky 
when Comandante Ana Maria 

(Melida Anaya) , the number two in El 
Salvador's FSLN, was murdered in 
Managua, Nicaragwa, and her death 
was followed quickly by the apparent 
suic idEl · of FSLN Director and Ana 
Maria's reported lover, Comrade Sal
vador Cayetano Carpio, also in Man
agua. 

Carpio, a dedicated and crafty Marx
ist, was the leader of the combined 
guerrilla movement in El Salvador: 
Carpio, who shot himself with a .22 -
favored weapon of assassins - was 
buried with surprising dispatch and an 
amazing lack of tears on the part of the 
FSLN and the Sandinistas. 

Shortly after his death, guerrilla tac
tics in El Salvador underwent a signifi
cant change. 

Salvador;:m guerrillas assassinated 
the first American adviser, Lt. Com. 
Albert Schaufelberger, who had been 
a thorn in the guerrillas' side and kept a 
high-profile, according to sources in [::\ 
Salvador. · 

In aodition, the guerrillas have in 
some areas stepped a'f/ay from the 
highly successful amnesty program for 

government troops. Under Carpio, it 
was standard practice for guerrillas to 
take weapons from captured govern
ment troops, give them the standard 
political briefing anq send them back to 
their yillages. Carpio's amnesty plan 
seemeel effective since, on more than 
one occasio·n, government troops put 
up less· than a "Remember-the 
Alamo" effort when attacked . 

Well, it's now a whele new game. 
·The guElrrillas in some areas have be
gun torturing and then shooting cap-
tured soldiers. · 

One knowledgeable source in El 
Salvador told SOF there were inore 
than a few who wondered if the same 
gu11 that killed Carpio also kil ied 
Schaufelberger. Not literally , of 
course, but that tl:le same comandarrte 
signed off on both "hits." He also cited 
the new no, prisoners policy of th<;i 
guerril!as as a sure sign that they're 
having command problems. 

The new comandante running the 
war in ~I Salvador has not been identi
fied. 

ROUGH RECON FOR 
MERC ... 

REMEMBER the portion of Dogs of 
War where the soldier of fortune 

Continued on page 98 
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spend a few million dollars on MX mis
si I es to alter this situatiori , then 
perhaps this is what the West should 
do," Sakharov recommended. 

Although considered a hero in much 
of the world because of his heroic 
stance on human rights in his country, 
Sakharov is not a hero to the Soviet 
rulers . He is currently in internal exile 
because of his critic ism of Soviet hu
man-rights violations. 

THE PARTY'S 
OVER . .. 

Soviet-controlled governments 
around the world are facing guerrilla 
uprisings in increasing numbers and 
se r iousness. Communist govern
ments in Angola , Afghanistan , 
Mozambique, Cambodia, Ethiopia and 
Nicaragua are being challenged by 
local forces intent on ridding their 
countries of outside influence by the 
East as well as the West. The Soviet 
role as a liberator for nationalist forces 
doesn 't seem so convincing anymore. 

WAR AND 
PEACE ... 

All over the globe - from the 
Mideast to the Far East, Central Amer
ica, Africa, even Europe - the world is 
at war in 1983. More than 40 wars are 
on-going , 1 O bona fide wars and 30 

t. 
''-
I ' 
I I 

I 
I 

I 
i 
I 

insurgencies, most in the Third World , 
according to a study released by the 
Center for Defense Information in 
Washington . 

Among the "peacetime" wars: Iraq
Iran (currently most active, in which 
100,000 reportedly have been killed 
since 1980); Afghanistan ; Lebanon; 
Turkey; Cambodia (bloodiest - as 
many as four million have died during 
the decade-long civil war); China
Vietnam ; Philippines; Burma; El Sal
vador; Guatemala; Peru (look for this 
one to continue to intensify; rumor has 
it that Cuba is now offering its help to 
the Maoist rebels , which it hasn 't done 

SOFers (left lo righl) Tom Reisinger , Special Projects Assistant; Bill Brooks. Associafe 
Editor; Giang La Bang, Mail Foreman; Alex McColl, Special Projects Coordinator and 
Rober! K. Brown , Editor/Publisher, inventory and pack donated medical supplies lo be 
shipped to Nicaraguan Contras. Photo: Bill Guthrie 
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before because it considered the re
bels too unstable even for them) ; 
Namibia ; Western Sahara; Ango la; 
Chad ; Northern Ireland and Spain. 

TOP CUBAN 
IN NICARAGUA . .. 

U.S. News and World Report re
ports that Cuba's top general has been 
sent to Nicaragua to command the 
Nicaraguan government forces . As the 
architect of Cuban military successes 
in Angola and Ethiopia, his presence is 
expected to increase confrontations 
with U.S.-backed Contras along the 
Nicaraguan-Honduran border. 

COSTA RICA 
UPDATE ... 

"Terrorist crimes wi ll increase in the 
next months," warned Eduardo Agui
lar Bloise, director general of Costa 
Rica's Judicial Investigation 0 Iganiza
tion (OIJ). 

Costa Rica, as reported in "Costa 
Rica : A Domino in Line" in August's 
SOF, has become a target of Cuban/ 
Nicaraguan/Salvadoran terrorists. 
Said Bloise in a recent press interview: 
"We have been converted into a type 
of Lebanon. All the groups involved in 
the Caribbean conflict operate in our 
country. In Costa Rica, actions are 
planned that are carried out here or in 
other countries. " 

Soon after the OIJ chief issued this 
warning , a bomb exploded in a parked 

Continued on page 99 
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.-!A • l t rop1ca1 From 

ft rm or Sll.EN~'l'NEll 
Pat. Pend. 

Body Armor for the 
Jungle Out There 

Until our designers brought us the 
Tropical model we'd have taken 
odds that nothing could be more 
comfortable than our T-shirt style 
armor. (And if your uniform regs 
demand a T-shirt, nothing is). 
But if your climate is hot and a 
T-shirt is optional, you really owe 
it to yourself to experience Silent 
Partner Tropical armor. That in
credibly cool, sleeveless mesh 
shirt carries the same Level 1+ 
armor that made our T-shirt model 
the measure of the industry. And 
the price certainly won't make you 
lose your cool! 

only j109.95 
For dealer and technical info call (504) 366-4851 
MAIL TO: 

SILENT PARTNER, INC. 
230 LAFAYETIE ST. 
GRETNA, LA 70053 

CREDIT CA.RD ORDERS 
24 hoursadoyonour 

1oll·lroephoneno.: 
1 ·800·328·3890 

Ext. 6028 

TROPICAL ARMOR Available in while onl~ · Oeder normal 
T·shirt size · S etd uanlit below. 
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IT HAPPENED 
TOME 

'NAM NIGHT LESSON 

by Gene Sanford as told to M.L. )ones 

Gene Sanford arrived in Vietnam in 
May I 966. Hi.· primary du1y at !he I 73rd 
Airborne Brigade was as a medic. but he 
soon found 1ha1 he couldn '1 resist weapons 
and action. As he tells it: 

WAR Zone D surrounded the I 73 rcl 
base camp like a glove . Once in

side its grip you could only expect the 
worst from its heavy growth and the crea
tures that came up from the floor .... 

I opened my eyes slowly as I fe lt the 
trooper next to me pulling at my jacket. 
They burnt as I peered down at my watch. 
It was 0300 hours. Slowly I eased up from 
the hole , bringing the M 16 into my lap in 
one move. The rubber trees some 30 yards 
away were shadows looking back at me . 

It had all started out with about 40 of us 
troopers fresh from jump school. The 
other 20 or so were NCOs from different 
duty stations around the world . Now here 
we all were, some five miles from base 
camp in a shit hole, finish ing up our last 
week of j ungle training . 

The lieutenant had stressed over and 
over that thi s was the ideal location for the 
night. " It 's got a good field of fire, " he 
had said loudly some nine hours before. 
Somehow I had gotten one of the ideal 
spots he had spoken of, one of the outside 
defensive positions: The adviser had made 
it point-clear when I asked, "Why me'1" 

" All of you are in fantrymen until after 
thi s operation," he'd replied. 

I put my fingers to my l ips. spat on 
them , then slow ly rubbed the spit aga inst 
my eye lids. The we tness felt good. I 
glanced down at my watch. It was 0330 
hours. A mosquito flew by my face, then 
landed on my left hand and began to feed. 
I rubbed it into the dirt slowly. It didn't 
matter how much dope you put on your 
face. neck and hands. they still clove in 
and began sucking blood from you. 

My eyes had just started to get heavy 
when there was a bright flash to the ri ght 
and the sudden thump of an explosion 
broke the stillness of the night. Renexive
ly I slid clown into the hole, covering the 
other trooper. 

'·What the hell'l " he screamed. Before 
either one of us could speak or get straight 
ened up, the second exp losion went off 
some 40 feet directly in front of me. No 
one had to tell me what to do next. I had 

my M 16 up and firing at random from my 
left to right until I ran out of ammo. I 
fumbl ed w ith the magazine. Goel' It 
seemed I would never get it out and the 
other one in . 

"This shit is for real ," I remember 
screaming at the other trooper as he fired 
away . Everybody was yelling and scream
ing as they fired off into the darkness of 
the tree line. When the advisers got us 
settl ed down , I counted eight magazines I 
had gone through. 

The rest of the nigh t became forever f'or 
most of' us. There was no more putting spit 
on my eye lids to stay awake. There wou ld 
be no waki ng the other trooper for his 
watch. I was like a bomb ticking and wait
ing to go off. I refilled my empty maga
zines as I waited for the bastards to return . 
I wanted some of their ass and good. 

As light appeared at around 0530 hours . 
I could hear the radio operator calling in 
the clustoff. I clon 't think I wi ll ever forget 
putting the dead trooper into the poncho 
and onto the chopper that morning. They 
had killed one of our own. It wasn ' t sup
posed to happen that way. but it did. 

It had been one hell of a price to pay for 
learning the reality of Vietnam . Death was 
in the coun try' s veins and now we were 
part of its bloodstream. ~ 

I F you have a personal -~dvemure for 
"/! Happened 10 Me or " / Was 

There ,· · lriple-space type it and send it 
IO SOF. P. 0. Box 693 . Boulder. CO 
80306, A un: M. L. Jones. All swries 
should be 500 words or Jess. Upon pub
licmion. SOF will become owner or all 
publication rights. Submilted ar1icles are 
subject to edi1ing and re vision. although 
their contenl and theme will not be 
changed. 

Pho!Os (wi1h captions and credi1s) are 
also helpfiJ/. Captions should be typed 
on a separa1e sheet ofpaper and keyed to 
each photograph. 

Enclose a s1amped. self-addressed en
velope so we can notify you or ;1ccept-
1111cc or return your story. Ar1icle pay
menl is $50. upon publication . All en-
1ran1s will receive an SOF pa1ch. 
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• COUNTER SNIPING RIFLE MANNllCHER 
THE SSG HAS PROVEN ITSELF IN 

MORE THAN 58 NATIONS THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD AS THE PRLME COUNTER 

SNIPER RIFLE IN SPECIALIZED LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, SECURITY & MILITARY UNITS! 

It is the most 
accurate sniping 

rifle commercially 
manufactured in the 

world today. Developed in 
cooperation with the Austrian army 
to accurately fire at targets within a 

range of 800 meters. Its accuracy makes it, 
not only desirable as a task force or counter

sniping rifle but also would be equally valued by 
hunters and competition shooters. 

Each rifle features guaranteed performance. It is 
a weapon that has stood the test against the world's 

terrorism. The SSG is unmatched in price. Some of its 
features are: Cold, hammer forged from special Steyr steel; 

Synthetic stock is impervious to weather conditions and will 
not alter its point of impact under most adverse temperature 
changes; A choice of adjustable single or the unique double 

trigger systems (1st trigger acts as normal or the rear trigger can 
set the front trigger with a crisp 2-8 oz. pull). A rifle or comparable quality 
would have to be custom made and cost upwards of $1,500.00, whereas 
we can offer this rifle at an affordable price of $812.00 Note: SSG shown 
with optional Kahles ZF69 scope and NATO quick detachable scope mounts 
featuring locking levers and scope rings to accommodate any U.S. or foreign 
made 1 " tube scopes. 
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THE SPECIFICATIONS ARE: 

For more information, write Dept. STEYR, 
P.O. Box 6607, Birmingham, Alabama 35210 

DEPARTMENT OF GUN SOUTH, INC. 

INTERCHANGEABLE MAGAZINES FOR 
EASY OPERATION 

11 
ADJUSTABLE STOCK LENGTH 
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UNLESS you arc willi ng to drag around 
a I 0-pound Thompson or watch 950 

rounds per minu te go down the harrc l of a 
MAC 10. submachine guns , in the Western 
world, mean 9mm Parabellum. 

The canridgc needs nu dekn~c from me. 
The ten~ of thousand' ~lai n in batt le~ too 
numerous LU mention are adequate testi 
mony of its potential. 

For practice se~sions, any of the surpl us 
Czech, Yugoslav or fi nnish ammun ition 
floating around wi ll suffice. Their occasion
al mi,fire' arc o f little con~equence under 
these conditions, and. in fac t , provide valu
able experience in cl.::aring stoppages . Mov
ing up the ladder. PMC and the Portuguese 
ammunition now arriv ing on the marke l are 
reasonably priced , ·ure-firc and adequate. 
But, when loading maga:1incs for serious 
confrontat ions. price is of nu importance -
only performance count " 

What due' the job in your pistol will 
a lways du for your s ubmachine gun , right? 
Wrong . Some of the parameters arc nut only 
di ffe rent, but opposing. 

Expanding bullets have ushered in a new 
era in pistol-caliber wound ba ll istics, but 
hol low-point bullet ' hapcs :md sharp cavity 
lips are more likely to cause feeding mal
functions. Target energy deposit and le thal
ity ha,·e been inc rea ·ed by expand ing bul 
le t . But ome ho llow-point designs do not 
feed rel iab ly through pisto ls or submachine 
guns . Their effectiveness is further dimi
nished by the increasing use of body armor 
since they cannot us ual ly def'eal T hreat 
Level llA vests. And , as they vio late the 
Hague Convention , ho llow-po ints are not 
acceptable fo r mil itary use. 

In general , s ubmachine guns operalc best 
wi th "hot" ammunition . For a g iven bullet 
weight. sa tisfadory SMG cartridges are 
loaded to provide hig her veloci ties than 
those re4uired - or sometimes safe - for 
p istols. ln the military , a compromise is 
us ually sought to avoid carrying two sepa
rate rounds in the inventory. The balance 
can be delicate ·incc ammunition developed 
for use exclu~ i vcly in submachine µuns wi ll 
evenlllally bat ter alloy- frame pis1o ls iri lo 
oblivion . 

O n the othe r idc of the coin , lightly 
loaded pisto l ammunition is often inadequ
ate to furni>h the recoi l energy necessary lo 
drive a massive SMG bolt back far enough 
to e ngage the scar. When this happens, 
" short cycling" wi ll re ·ul t and the gun will 
continue lo fin:. until the magazine is e mpty, 
if in the full -auto mode. or constantly " dou
ble " when fired semiautomatically . 

Can you buy 9mm amm unition that offers 
h igh performance in sub mach ine guns? 
Yes. T here <ll'e several alternatives . Which 
i best? Our test and C\'aluation , using the 
robust an<l reliable Sterling L2A3 (M K 4) 
submachine gun , furni bed some in tere t
ing data. 

The S terling wa> chosen as a worsl-case 
scenario. Any ammunitio n that will d ri ve its 
heavy bo lt fully rearward will operate any 
o ther submachine gun . The fine HK MPS 
would have been a pour lest weapon since 
even mild U .S . commerc ial 9mm ammuni-
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~1.,-IJ -; · .· CHOICES FOR SMG AMMO 
by Peter G. Kokalis 

tion will prope l its ex tre me ly light bolt. 
The Re mingto n 124-grain full -metal

jacket (FMJ) round was inc luded as it repre
sents typical U.S. commerc ial loadings. As 
expected , it 's no t very hot. The average 
ve loci ty was o nl y I . 177 fps ( feet per 
second) through the Sterling ' s 7.8-inch bar
rel. Remington ·s quality-control standards 
are high and the standard deviation was only 
11 fps. Thus accuracy potentia l was also 
high . But this cartridge is woefull y under
loaded for submachine-gun use and short 
cycling occurred frequently. Feeding was 
sa ti s fac to ry a nd no s to ppages were 
observed. 

The highly toutedFederal 11 5-grainjack
e ted hollow-point j ust cloesn ' t hack it in 
most submachine guns. Not one round fired 
supplied enough recoil impulse lo dri ve the 
Sterling's bolt past the sear. Accurate (stan
dard deviation was only I 0 fps) and lethal 
on soft targets . there were no feeding prob
lems, but save this gentle round for your 
Beretta 92S B. The average ve locity was 
only 1,206 fps. 

During the late 1950s and early 1960s , 
Winchester marketed a 115-grain FMJ 9mm 
cartridge in a white box c learly marked 
"FOR USE IN SUB-MACHINE GUNS. " 
That's no hype as it averaged 1,326 fps out 
of the L2A3 . No short cycling occurred and 
feeding was positive. Unfortunate ly, this is 
of academic interest only, because most of 
these cartridges have long ago disappeared. 

Magnum Research, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
2825 Amhony Lane South. Minneapo lis , 
MN 554 18) imports the Israeli Military In
d ustries I 15-grain FMJ submachine-gun 
cartridge under the Eagle brand . Labeled for 
"carbine" use only and color-coded with a 
black lip, it 's hot (an average of 1,335 fps) 
and accurate (standard deviation is only 22 
fps). Made fo r the UZI, it 's a superior 
choice fo r any submachine gun . 

T wo loadings manufactured by GECO 
Divis ion o f Dynamit Nobel in Germany 
were tested . They are distributed in the Un
ited States by Check-M ate Arms Co. (Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 996, Oak View, CA 93022) 
and bo th a re Be rdan-primed . but no n
corrosive. 

T he GECO 124-grain ball round is an 
excellent compromise for use in both pisto ls 
and : ubmachine guns. A favorite of the 
GSG9, the box is labe led ·' fur Pistolen and 
Maschinenpistolen . ' ' Thi s a mmun iti o n 
operated the L2A3 smoothly and reliably, 
with plenty of e nergy to drive the S terling 
bolt completely rearward , yet mild eno ugh 
(average velocity was 1,227 fps) for use in 
your pisto l. It is quite accurate a lso, as the 
standard deviatio n was only 11 fps . 

Most innovative was the GECO Action 
Safety ammunition. T he solid-copper a lloy 
projectile comains a sharp-ridged hollow
point plugged with a plastic core to achieve 
positive feeding. T he plastic nose cap sepa
rates from the bulle t 's body while still in the 
bore and fa lls to the ground several meters 
beyond the muzzle. The BAT (Blitz Action 
Trauma) safety bullet we ighs only 85 grains 
and it really moves out. One round actually 
c locked I ,500 fps and the average velocity 
was 1,468 fps ' Deve loped for c lose-range 
target engageme nt. the BA T's velocity falls 
off quickly. It 's ideally suited for urban 
fighting . where it will minimize ricochets. 
The lig ht bulle t 's soft er recoil impulse 
caused occasional doubling in the L2A3 , 
but it fed perfec tly. 

What are m y c ho ices? The BAT fo r 
close-in , soft ta rgets; the !Ml black-tipped 
ba ll round in milita ry environments and 
when the use o f body armor may be ant i
c ipated ; and the GECO 124-grain ball car
tridge when pis tol and SMG ammo com
patibility is important. ~ 

TABLE I 
9mm Parabellum Chronograph Results 
In trument: Oehler Model 33 . Temperature: 60 degrees F. 
All measurements rn fee t per second . Instrumental ve locities taken e ight feet from 
muzzle . 

Standa rd Low High Extreme 
Average Deviation Velocity Velocity Spread 

Re mington 
124-gr. FMJ 11 77 11 11 62 11 95 33 
Federal 
11 5-gr. 
Jacketed HP 1206 10 11 93 1223 30 
Winchester 
(SMG load) 
11 5-gr. FMJ 1326 35 1252 1375 123 
Eagle 
11 5-gr. FMJ 
Carbine 1335 22 1308 1387 79 
GECO BAT 
85-gr. HP 1468 28 1435 1500 65 
GECO 
124-gr. FMJ 1227 II 1205 1246 4 1 
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EDITORIAL 
LEST WE FORGET 

~ . . 

by Smith Hempstone 

H IS name is, cµt into Line 94 of Panel 31 
(WesO: E<Jwin A. Keeble, Jr. 

As you face t~e panel - here and there 
against the Pilnels re.st campaign ribbons, 
candles, roses, small American nags and, be
cause it was the ·Christmas sea!!on, wreaths 
and sprigs of holly - the Lincc;>ln Memorial is 
to your left and the Washif!gton Monument, 
with the dome of Congress in the biickground, 
over your r ight shoulder. It is hallowed 
ground, and t~us an apt place to inscribe the 
names of heroes. · · 

Ed Keeble would, of course, have lat1ghed at 
the notion he was ' a hero. He h~d ·enlisted in 
the Marines because his country was at war, 
and it did not seem right to him (a graduate of 
·the Deerfield Academy and Princeton) that it 
should be fought only by. the underprivileged. 

He Jlad gone to OCS an~ accepted a c~m
mission because that s~emed the natural 
thing to do. He h~d gope on · to fljght school 
and become a Huey g~.mship pilot because 
choppers were t~e cavatry. of ·his war. In 
another age, he would have ridden with Prince 
Et.mene's ·hussars.' · · - · 
· No, the handsome first lieutenant from 
Bronxville, married for little more than a year, 
w~mld not have c~ai~ed to be a hero. He was 
simply a Marine '¥hose luck ran out in Febru
ary of 1969 on a medevac mission along the 
Laotian border. His chopper, cbewed up by 
.SO-caliber groundfire, fell like a stone not far 
from the wouµd~d ·Marines he was trying to 
save. He was 25 when he died. 

Like all the 57,692 names inscribed on the 
black granite walls that f0 rm a broad V below 
the surfa.ce of the ground, those on Line 94 say 
a lot about Ame~ca: James J. Johnson, Edwin 
A. Keeble, Jr., Richard W. Kethune, Vito Vit
ro, Donald J. Krajewski. Youl)gsters of diwerse 
national origins, disparate fa!th~ and different 
skin pigmentation united PY duty, love of 
country and qne another and, finally, by ~eath. 

THE Vietnam War Memorial looks - and is 
- unfi.,ished. An American ·flag and a 

statuary group· of three grunts (t~o white and 
one bla~k) will be added later. They are 
needed: The memorial now too inuch resem
bies a shallow· grave. It sgeilks ofhuman sacri
fice and regrets, but not of ideal.s. 

The memorial corµmemorates the rµemory 
of young ~en like l;d Kee~le wh~ died jn an 
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unpopular war that went on too long, and was 
waged for ends that the government of the day 
never succeeded in articulating convincingly. 

But the fact that the war was unpopular does 
not mean it was unjust. Those who fought and 
died there did so no less pravely tha.-i t~ose 
who gave thefr lives at Saratoga or New 
Orleans, at Antietam or San Juan Hill, at Nor
mandy Beach or Heartbreak Ridge. Nor were 
they ever - ever- defeated by the Viet Cong 
or the North Vietl)amese. There were more 
widows in Hanoi than in Hamtramick after 
Tet. 

They were defeated by their own country
men: by the preachers and college professors 
who told young Americans it was all right to 
break the law, by those of their own generation 
who skipped off to Canada or Sweden, by the 
politicians who insisted on meddling in the 
war and the generals who fought it stupidly 
from the safety of their ilir-conditioned trail
ers. 

WAS it worth it? Ask the Cambodians, 30 
percent of whose people were slaught

ere<t after the war was lost. Ask the Laotian hill 
tribes, who.se people even now are being 
but~hered by Soviet chemi~al warfare toxins. 
Ask the hundreds of thousands of South Viet
namese sent to "re-education" camps, and 
those who risked death on the high seas to 
escape the "liberators" from the north. Ask 
those Vietnamese today working as slaves in 
Siberia to build the pipeline. 

Ed Keeble arid those like him who died in 
Vietnam, wise beyond their years, kne~ that 
no man gets to choose his war, anq that few 
are very pleasant. Th.ey Ul)derstood that t hose 
who prize their own skins more than their duty 
to their country always can think of reasons 
why 'a war is unjust. · . 

In the end, whenever war comes, the popu
lace is divided between those who recognize 
their obligatiQns and those who stress their 
rights; those who get into uniform and those 
who prefer to· m~ke t~e uniforms; those who 
go and those wh~ s.tay behind. The former are 
not just different from the latter, they are bet-
ter. · 

Ed Keeble was privileged to die as he had 
lived, hoporably and in the c 0 mpany of men. 
When he fell, he fell an eagle. And since we all 
owe God a death, it's better to be a dead eagle 
than a live cow. 

The memorial is almost finished, Ed, and 
the war is over. Rest easy, Marine. ~~ 

Smith Hempstone is a newsman who now devotes his time 
writing' commentary on world affairs and syndicating it to Amer
ican newspapers. This article is reprinted with permission from 
the 29 December 1982 issue of the Washington Times. 
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CU TLERY 

BUY DIRECT AT FACTORY 
WHOLESALE PRICES 

--~---·-

Instant Body Guard 
(Official Weapon of Japanese Police) 
Order No. 15380 
Heavy steel construction. Snaps open with a simple flick of the wrist . Slam 
tip on floor for easy closing . 

$29.95 ust Price $15.95 Our Price ____ , __ __..~-
Head Honcho Military Sword 
Order No. 15387 
Hand engraved blade. Black leather scabbard. 
39" overall. 

$29.95 List Price 

$9.95 Our Price 

Outdoorsmen and ex-Marines 
will want thi~ popular-priced 
famous KA-BAR U.S.-M.C. 
fightir:ig knife. 
Order No. 02122 
Model No. 02-1217 - The blade is of finest 
quality high carbon steel with strikings of 
U.S.M.C. and the authentic KA-BAR. Olean, 
N.Y. trademar,k. The handle is highly po
lished . Comes with a genuine leather sheath, 
also a replica of the original. 

$39.95 List Price 

Government Surplus 
Ammo Box 
Order No. 1211 ~ 

~· ~:irY<s 
1898 

50 Cal. Ammo Box. Strong Steel utility 
box. Watertight - Fireproof. ideal for 
tools, valuab les, etc. 

New Ammo Box 
Order No. 1 ~112 
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Order No. 15460 
$12.00 List Price 

$7.50 Our Price 
"Nun-Chucks" not offered for 
Sale In the. state of California. 

WE ARE OFFERING THESE 
TWO t'IANC) CRAFTEO K"'IVES AT 

$29.95 List Price 

$15.99 Our Price 

Adventurer I 
Ord~r No. 01j)OO 
Hunting Knife. Heavy Duty for all outdoor use. Blade 5", 912'' 
Overall. Highly polished carbon steel blade- Hardnes~ 57 Rock· 
well Rosewood Handle. Top quality - Lifetime guarantee. Hand 
Made. Leather sheath. 

' ' 

Wolf Claw 
Lock Back 
Order No. 01~05 
5" Closed . 4413 Surgical Stainl<;iss Steel. S.olid Brass bolsters and 
liners. For heavy l!Se. Hand Made. Le~tber Sheath. 

Viet Nam Jungle Boot 
Rubber lug sole and heel vu lcanized to canvas upper. Steel rein
forced sole - Nylon webbing on sides and top. Ste.el shank 
- Leather inner sole. f.vailab le in D Width Only. 

Order No. Size 
26300 7 D 
26301 8 b 
26302 9 D 
26303 10 D 
26304 11 D 
26305 12 D 

Barnett IMP 

$29.95 List Price 

'Macho Meany' 
Famous 'Mach.a ~eany' 
Exclusive fr.om Timberwolf 
Order No. 01165 
5'h'r c!osep, stair11ess steel, 
chrome plated handle. 

$29.95 List Price 

$16.95 Our Price 

Order No. 12251 
The 'IMP' Pistol Cro~sbow was originally designed fo r indoor use. 
However, with our redesigned 30 Lb. draw weight procfuct , target 
shooting out of doors becomes ari exciting venture. The extreme
ly fast pro.dµci propels the bolt surprising distances. Micro adjus
table sights, die-cast aluminum body and contoured pistol grips 
acce.nt the quality. ' . · 

J 

. ss9.95 ~ist Price $49.9~ Our Price 
j IMP Pistol Bolt ~~-i~P:C:~'~~~;~~~; 

Order No. 12258 for childrep and ls In· 
Molded polypropylene fended primarily for 

lergel shooting. It Is 
shaft with integral vanes. nqf designed ror any 
Fitted with target point. form of game shoal· 
Set of 10. ing and should under 

no circumstances be 
so used . l l l $12.00 List Price 

.... ~ $9.95 Our Price 
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$22.50 List Price 

$9.9S 
Our Price 

Order No. 01"041 
Booi knife, 5" stainless steel blade, sure grip die-cast handle, and quick 
draw sheath with easy tq release snap and metal c lip. 

~L 
Order No. 01042 · 

$39.95 List Price 

$?2.50 
Our Price 

Three~Man Hexagon Tent with Rainfly 
Order No. 03401 · • 
• 87" x 1Ll0"

0

size-• Fire retardant breathable rip-stop nylon • 52" center 
height• Roomy interior pouches• Stov.e vent permits uses of a heater or 
stove when ten t is c losed • Zippered cooking hole in tent floor• Large 
rear mesh window • Zippered me:;h front door• 22" urethane coated side 
walls• 52" center height• Weighs only 7 lbs. 8 oz. •Set-up instructions 

Booi knife. 5" stainless steel blade, leather laminated handle, quick draw 
sheath with easy to release snap and metal clip. 

included • Nylon carrying ba(!. · 

$139.oo ust Pri1::e $59.95 Our Price 

Military Meany -
(Bayonet and Survival Knife) 
Order No. 01409 
Built in Stiarpener - Sharpens Automatic~! ly -
Leather Handle. 

$34.50 List Price 

$18.95 Our Price 

The Ul~imate in Knife 
Sharp~ning l;::quipment 
Order No. 08616 
Lansky Multi Angle Knife Clamp; 1 LS® 120 
Coarse Stone, 1 LS® Medium Stone, 1 LS® 
600 Fine Stone; Forest Green Custom Carry
ing Case; 1 oz. bottle of Lansky Honing Oil; 

Samurai Sword 
Order No. 15386 
Samurai Sword - 4 \12" long, with cloth case. This better 
quality sword is made with extra fine finish and attention to 
fine details such as gold colored dragons in guard and 
handle. Highly polished blade. Deluxe quality scabbard. 

$79.95 List Price $49.95 Our Pri~e 
Call TQll Free 

1-800-633-4266 
For Order Only ~. 

Scopes not Included 
with Crossbow. Or
der scope below. 

Single edge razor: 91/." overall. 

$4.50 List Price 

$2.50 Our Price 
Order No. 15413 
Throwing ~ nife set. 
7" overall. 
$9.95 List Price 

$6.95 
Our 
Price 

Extra Long Thumb Screw, Extra Long Front ~ j';:fl 
Screw; 3 Guide Rods, Laminated Instruction """\ \, 'J;lV WCX. Wildcat 
Folder. ~\ ~, •••• Crossbow 
$29.95 list Price Order No. 12252 

$19.95 0 u r Price Alloy nose section -allows interchange of limbs without modificat ion. 

We are offering these fine surgical in~truments for 
home or recreational use at only $5.00 each. Doc
tors ·and Hospitals pay as much as $20.00 each. 
100% fine stainless steel. -~ 

Hemostate ( -"·~~-- ~"" 
Order No. 01601 -~ *.$ 
5" Straight. \.- ' 5.00 
Stainless Steel. ?' 

Bandage Scissor 
Order No. 01603 
5 \lz'' Stainless Steel. 

Wire Cutting Scisi>or 
Order No. 01602 
4'1•" Straight -
Stainless Steel. 
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Our Price 

Pressure heat-cured laminated fiberglass limbs (known universally as the 
'Prod') . Slot- in trigger mechanism with automatic safety catch and push 
bar release. Micro-adjustable rear sight for elevation and windage. Adjus
table foresight. Grooved receiver to accept all riflescopes. 150 lb. draw 
weight. 

CAU'TION: These Cros~bows are extremely dangerous. Cross
bows are adult products not intenped for the use of minors. 

Bushnell 
74-1403 
4 x (32mm) 
Scope 
Order No. 07301 
Weight 9.5 oz. Length 
11 .75''. Field: 28', Eye 
Relief: 4". 

$49.l35 List Price 

$29.95 
Our Price 

Mounting 
Rings 
2 per set 
Order No. 12250 
For mouriting scope 
on crossbows. 

$14.0Q List Price 

$9.95 
Our Price 

Fib~rglass Bolt 
Order No. 12259 
14" Graphlex shaft 
with 5" vanes. Crest
ed. Fitted with remo
vable three b lade 
bro'!dhead. Set of 5. 

$27.50 List Price 

$19.95 
Our Price 
~ 
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We are pleased to bring you Wranntor at wholesale 
direct prices~ -:>•~ 

TETON™ Hiking Boots 
Fully padded water repe llent polyurethane 
coated nylon upper with suede split leather 
tr im. Tricot knit foam lining for added com
fort . Padded bellows tongue. Cushioned col
lar. Removable cushioned insole. Specially 
designed flex ible shock absorbent foam mid 
sole. Vibram style lug so le for greater trac
t ion. Steel shank. Suede sp lit leather rein
forced toe and heel. Brown/ beige color com
bination . Sizes 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and12 Regu lar. 

Top of the Line Wrangler "No Fault" Men and Boy's 
Denim Jeans 

143/.o oz .. 100% Cotton, ":No-Fault" Broken Twill Indigo Denim, San forset Finish. 

Straight Leg 
Denim Jeans 
Product Order No. 250 

Waist In. Inseam Inches 

28 30 32 

29 30 38 29 30 31 32 34 

31 33 29 30 31 32 33 34 

32 34 36 29 30 31 32 33 34 36 

40 42 30 32 34 

$18.99 List Price 

$13.99 Our Price 
Boot Denim Jeans 
Product Order No. 150 

Waist In. Inseam Inches 

26 40 42 30 32 34 

29 30 31 33 38 30 31 32 33 34 36 

32 34 36 29 30 31 32 33 34 36 

$18.99 List Price 

$13.99 Our Price 

Big and Tall Boot Jeans 
Order No. 151 

Waist Inseam 

34 36 38 38 

40 42 36 38 

44 46 30 32 34 36 

48 30 32 34 

50 52 54 30 32 

$29.95 List Price 

Boys Jeans 

SLIM 
Size Order No. 

8 20950 
9 20951 
10 20952 
11 20953 
12 20954 
14 20955 
16 20956 

REGULAR 
Size Order No. 

8 20957 
9 20958 
10 20959 
11 20960 
12 20961 
14 20962 
16 20963 

$15.95 List Price 

Size Order No. 
7 05850 
8 05851 
9 05852 

10 05853 
11 05854 
12 05855 

Order No. 15145 
Chrome plated. single lock. 

$16.95 List Price 

For Order Only - Call Toll Free 1-800-633-4266 ~ 
~ In Alabama call collect 755-6533 • For all other information call 1-205-755-7758 

Minimum Toll Free Order Is $25.00 

Size Description Price Each Total Price 

If order Oto $10.01 $20.01 $30.01 $40.01 $60.01 $80.01 
totals: $10.00 to $20 to $30 to $40 to $60 to $80 or over 

Add Shipping 
and Handling $1.75 $2.25 $2.75 $3.75 S5.00 $7.00 10% 

Alabama Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 

EE Alaska. Canada, Hawaii and Puerto Rico Resi-
dents add an addllional 10% for shipping and Total 
handling. 

For C.0.0 . Order: We do not back order C.0 .0 . Shipmen ts. We ship only items in stock. 
You must re-order items not shipped. 

Method of Payment: 
0 Check or Money Order 0 MasterCard 0 Visa 
0 C.O.D. $3.50 will be added to shipping charges for C.O.D. 

Cash or money order only will be accepted when delivered. 
All returns must be authonzed by Timberwolf . Any unauthorrzed returns will be refused. 

• 
Name ______________________ _ 

Address _____________________ _ 

Ci ty ___ _ _ ____ State ____ Zip _____ _ 
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MasterCard or Visa No. ----------------

Expirat ion Date -------------------

Signature 
Make checks and money orders payable to Timberwolf Cutlery. For 
MasterCard, Visa and COD orders use our Tol l Free Telephone Number 
(800) 633-4266. In Alabama ca ll collec t 755-6533. Important! Minimum toll 
free order is $25.00. 
Send your order to : 

Timberwolf Cutlery 
Post Office Box 757, Dept. 113 • Clanton, Alabama 35045 
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VIETNAM 
CHARADES 

Serious Child's Play 

by Wayne "Raw" Hyde 

I T was mid-1 966, and I'd spent a few days 
covering the Big Red One ' s operations 

in Ill Corps. This was to be my last day with 
them; the following morning I would return 
to Saigon for another assignment . I was 
Vietnam's "resident correspondent" for 
the Voice of America, assigned to Vietnam 
for an \ 8-month hi td1 :__ a job I had asked 
for. 

We had been on a platoon-sized sweep 
through the morning , \Vhich had turned out 
to be mostly negative , except for a handful 
of Cong who fired a few scattered shots at us 
without doing any hann and then promptly 
disappeared . Now it was midafternoon and 
we were to return to base. 

We got a radio message that two trucks 
were being sent to bring us back . No one 
questioned this ; we took it as a welcome 
surprise. But the truck drivers got them
selves lost, and it was at least two hours 
befo re they finally showed up. 
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We all climbed in and started back. I was 
standing in the first truck with perhaps half 
of the platoon. It was crowded , but the ride 
was a relief from walking. And then the lead 

"RAW" HYDE RIDER 
Wayne ' ' Raw " Hyde was a para

trooper with the 17th Airborne Diyision 
during World War I.I. He later spent a 

. total of nine years in Vietnam, part of it 
as a civilian member of SOG , and part as 
a correspondent for Voice of America. 

During his nine years in Vietnam, 
Hyde took "a few hundred" notes onhis 
experiences and observations of the peo
ple of Vietnam. This is the first time his 
writing has appeared in SOE, but we 
hope that it will not be the last. Keep 
them doggies rollin', Raw. 

driver got himself lost again. " This guy 
must be new here," someone observed. 
"Asshole , " he added. 

So there we were, two trucks ful l of sol
diers winding this way and that on rutted dirt 
roads that seemed to lead nowhere . The lost 
driver was the object of some unprintable 
commentary, until he abruptly turned left 
onto a fairly good road. Now we sped up a 
bit - and suddenly came upon a small 
village to the right of the road. From what I 
could see, there weren ' t more than 40 huts 
in it. Rifles went up at the ready, and it got 
pretty quiet in the back of the truck. 

Then small children came running toward 
us. They stopped in a clearing probably 40 
or more yards from the road and waved and 
shouted and smiled at us. 

Some of us waved back . 
' 'Only kids, ' ' said a lanky PFC standing 

just behind the truck ' s cab. "No adults, just 
kids. That ' s funny. How come no adults? " 
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Only seconds later we knew why. The 
seven or eight small children suddenly 
opened their mouths wide and stuck thei r 
fingers in their ears. They stared at us, wide
eyed, not moving now. 

" Jesus Christ'" the lanky soldier yelled. 
''Stop the truck! '' He banged on the roof of 
the cab with his rifle butt. "Stop the god
dam truck right now'" he screamed. 

The driver stood on his brakes and we 
stopped, as did the truck following us. 
"What the he ll 's goin ' on?" the driver 
wanted to know. 

" Out of the trucks!" the PFC yelled . 
" Get off the rear end. Don't nobody get in 
front of the goddam truck! There are mines 
in the road!" 

We piled off. Very carefully, but very 
qu ickly. We moved off the road toward the 
village, some of the men dropping to prone 
positions, and every weapon in the two
truck convoy covered the village. The chil
dren were still there, looking frightened but 
staying where they were , their fingers out of 
their ears now. 

In just a few minutes , three adults - two 

Workhorse of the boondocks, 
the M715 four-by-four carries 
men and materiel. Low-tech 
solution to mine detection is 
embodied in typical 
wood-cased PMD-type mine 
shown below. (Mine and truck 
not drawn t.o same scale. ) 
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men and a woman - came hurrying toward 
us from the vi ll age . One of the men, 
apparently a vi llage leader, spoke to us in 
Vietnamese . He got no response, so he tried 
French. A soldier from the second truck 
translated the frightened words of the Viet
namese man. 

The VC, he said , had seen the two trucks 
pass the village on the way to pick us up . 
Apparently thinking that we had to return 
the same way , they planted two mines in the 
road. We would have been warned, said the 
villager, except that the Cong had stayed in 
the village until they saw the trucks stop and 
saw us get off. Then they got out of there. 
The vi llagers had not known that the chil
dren came to the road, nor, apparently, had 
the VC until we got off the trucks. 

The village woman took that as her cue to 
point fingers at the now sober-faced kids 
and yell up a storm as she fo llowed them 
back into the village. 

"Everybody was too damned scared to 
come out," the translator said . "Scared of 
the Charl ies and scared of the mines. " 

The two mines were located quickly 

enough, and disarmed . They were approx
imately 20 yards from where the lead truck 
had stopped . I went to find the lanky PFC 
who had shouted the warning. I asked him 
how he knew what was going on, how he 
knew the mines were there. 

" I saw this happen before, " he said. 
''The minute those ki ds opened their 
mouths and stuck their fingers in their ears, I 
knew what it meant. It 's for damned sure 
those kids saw it happen before, too. How 
e lse would they know enough to open their 
mouths and cover their ears? Man , you gotta 
watch those kids!' ' 

Then he shrugged. "Well , hell , they 
don' t know any better, but they were too 
damned close to the road themselves ." 

" Where did you see this happen be
fore?" I asked. 

"This is my second tour in ' Nam," he 
said. Then he shrugged again and added, " I 
was a sergeant then." 

I never did find out if the PFC won him
self a promotion for what he did that day. I 
hope he got his stripes back. ~ 
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D URING Operation Rose our recon
naissance unit (the Currahee Shock 

Force of the 3/506 Infantry !Airborne], 
IO I st Airborne Di vision) was inserted into 
mountainous terrain some 35 klicks south
west of Phan Rang, not very far from the 
South China Sea. Our mission was to scout 
the hills in search of enemy-used caves, 
locate weapons and equipment caches and 
to pinpoint Viet Cong units. On the evening 
of 16 November 1967, we were contacted 
on the PRC-25 and told to prepare fo r ex
traction the following morning . The next 
clay, helicopters airlifted our team back to 
base camp just outside of Phan Rang where 
we were briefed on the following situation: 

The Viet Cong shadow government was 
operating, with impunity, a tax collection 
point located along Highway One, approx
imately J 1 ki lometers west of Ca Na , a 
small coastal village in Ninh Thuan Pro
vince . Forward Air Controllers, patrolling 
the Area of Operations in their 0-1 s, spotted 
the VC stopping local road traffic. There 
wasn' t much the FACs could do to interfere, 
however. The use of air strikes was out of 

the question because of the obvious clanger 
to the many civilians standing around their 
ha lt ed busses and tru cks . He li cop te r 
gunships and slicks coulcln ' t be used for the 
same reason. On a few occasions troopers 
aboard M60-mounted jeeps had been rushed 
- albeit to no avail - toward the tax point. 
Each time the VC security element some
how signaled ~ warning to their officials. 
who then quickly dispersed. 

The mounting frustration of failure led to 
a new approach to the problem. Our team, 
all volunteers drawn from the Currahee 
Shock Force, to be known for this special 
operation as Task Force Sweet Pea , would 
try a more innoV<\tive method of attack. On 
the morning of 18 November, the team lead
er, a captain known as Paladin , with myself 
and one other NCO, traveled to downtown 
Phan Rang. Tl~ere, the local U.S. Navy 
intelligence officer - looking really out of 
place standing on the street in his pretty 
black silk pajamas - pointed to two busses 
waiting to begin ' the clay's business. 

Dressed in plain civilian clothes I entered 
the first bus. :w'ith a Smith & Wesson .38 

partially hidden beneath my shirt. I directed 
the driver, who, it quickly became appa
rent, knew absolutely nothing about what 
was going on, to drive his bus to our base 
camp, just south of Phan Rang. The other 
trooper directed the second bus driver to do 
likewise. Little did I realize that we were 
actually hijacking the busses. 

Once the drivers stopped at our camp, 
Paladin told them that the busses would be 
used for most of the day and that there was 
nothing to sweat because they would be 
compensated for lost business (each would 
receive 15 ,000 piasters). The undaunted 
drivers, hoping to strike a better bargain , 
began arguing for a lot more. The confused 
shouting - a mixture of pidgin English, 
Vietnamese and American slang-sudden
ly ended when Paladin let the heavy bolt of 
his M3 submachine gun fly forward. The 
two drivers, now pacified, were com fort
abl y incarcerated while the team was gone. 

After some initial confusion, a squad 
from our shock force , all dressed in nonde
script mufti , climbed aboard both busses. 
Atop the first sat a guy from Hawaii , a 

TAX 
EVASION 

1 
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Japanese-American who was dressed. in cot 
ton peasant c lothes, wi th his M60 machine 
gun hidden beneath a pile of rice sacks. 

I then took the whee l and drove the bus 
onto Hi ghway One. proceeding wi th the 
other bus toward the tax point. Some dis
tance down the almost obliterated road. 1 
suddenly rea lized that the bridge ahead was 
missing its span. Swervi'ng to the right and 
quickly down-shifting gears. 1 strugg led to 
slow clown the brakeless bus. Below the 
des troyed bridge on a temporary bypass was 
a speed bump fo llowed by a simpl e concrete 
span across the shallow ri ver. 

As the bus hit the speed bump and 1 
concentrated on the narrow span , one of the 
troopers . s itting in the back with his fin ger 
on his Ml 6' s trigger, discharged a burst of 
automatic fire. It was pure luck that the 
barrel poi nted outs ide the open window. 1 
decided then and there to turn the driving 
over to the lone Vietnamese who accompa
nied us. He had told us earlier that he was 
merely a schoo l teacher who was on this 
miss ion because he wanted to do something 
for his country. His cool manner and the .45 

automatic tucked in his belt seemed to point 
to both a different profess ion and a less 
altruistic reason for his presence. 

Continu ing down the road , the bus round
ed a turn and drove past a VC soldier who , 
partially hidden within the roadside fo liage , 
quickly scrutinized the " passengers ." In
side the bus team members sunk down low 
in the ir seats, hoping that the conical straw 
hats they wore would conceal their obvious
ly non-Orienta l features . 

Rounding the next bend, we saw a small 
clearing alongside the road . There , busses , 
trucks, drivers and passengers crowded 
both sides of the road. In their midst stood a 
VC official , his M2 Carbine hanging at the 
ready, motioning for the bus to come to a 
halt where he stood. 

As our driver struggled to stop , the VC 
paid more attention to the bus than to the 
passengers. Only al the very last moment , 
when he stood a short distance in front of the 
vehicle , did the tax collector rea ll y take a 
long, hard look inside. 

His ex press ion changed dramatically 
when he realized he had been had. As he 

quickly brought hi s M2 Carbine up to firing 
position , the driver ducked and two troop
ers, myself from the right side and Sgt. De 
La Rosa from the left , opened up and cut 
down the VC tax collector. Everyone then 
quick ly left the bus to pursue the other VC 
who began running into the surrounding 
woods. 

The shock force was unable to take the 
fleeing VC under fire, so an overhead FAC 
put in an A- 1 E with napalm. Other members 
of the task force in the meantime, carefully 
check ing the Vietnamese along the road
side , discovered one woman try ing to con
ceal a very large amount of money . Her 
purpose , it was later established , was to 
hide the collected taxes in the event of 
attack . The fighting over and the tax point 
neutralized, the Currahee Shock Force re
turned first to the base camp and then back 
up in the hills for some more action with 
Charlie.~ 

AIRBORNE 
STYLE 

LEFT: Author Waxman (left) with three other members of Currahee Shock 
Force. 3/506 Infantry (Airborne), lOlst Airborne Division. BELOW: Member of 
Task Force Sweet Pea with M16 looks at former tax collector after rough day. 
RIGHT: Task Force Sweet Pea trooper ·at scene of tax collection point after 
neutralization. 
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SOF and the 
Buddhist Uprising 

BAD NIGHT 
"' ' • I f' " • • ' • • 

AT TIEN DOI 
~ . . •\ . . 

PAGODA 
by Bob Poos 

Pho!os courtesy of Wide World 

UNDOUBTEDLY the most foolish 
thing I ever did in my life was got~ the 

Tien Hoi Pagoda that beautiful, hot , sunny 
day in Da Nang ,' Vietnam , du~ing the 
~uddhist uprising of 1966. ' 
·. During almost 14 years with the Associ
ated Press , I was involved in many unusual 
circumstances but never before nor since 
anything like the Buddhist revolt. 

"At the time, the ARYN (Army , Republic 
of Vietnam) iind the U .S. Army and 
Marines were fighting the Viet Cong and t~e 
North Vietnamese r~gulars . Two wars in 
one, if you will. 

Then Tich - which meaps The Vener
able - Tri Quang, a diabolical madman 
who also h&ppened to be the most powerful 
~uddhist monk in South Vietnam, decreed 
!hat his fellow religionists would revolt 
against the government of then-Premier 
Nguyen Cao Ky. 

So that made it a third war. All very 
confusing if you were a war correspondent. 

Some deyout Budcjhjsts in the South 
Vietnamese Army defe~ted and became 
rebels against their government. A large 
portion of these were from the AR VN First 
Division in I Corps , the north~r11most milit
ary corps in Vietn!lm. 

Buddhist-government fighting ended 
preity quickly in the ?aigon area - III 
Corps - because the palace guard was 
fiercely loyal to whatever govemmen! Wl!S 

in power at the time. It never really got 
much momentum in IV Corps , the Mekong 
Delta are&, or.II Corps in the central part of 
the country. The troops had more important 
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LEFT: Buddhist dissident soldier, who 
threw three hand grenades at ARYN 
Marines, surrenders after running out of 
!hem. RIGHT: ARYN Marines search dead 
dissident. After man's surren<!er, Marines 
escorted him to their captain who asked if 
he was the grenade thrower. Told yes, 
captain whipped out .38-cal. revolver and 
shot him in the heart, killing him instantly. 
SOF Executive Editor Bob Poos took these 
photos while combat correspondent/ 
photographer for AP. 
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••Bob, if this crate is full of heavy 
machinery, we're in good shape. But Jf it's 

a crate toad of cornflakes, we'r~ i_. deep shit." 

things to do there; they were literally be
sieged by the VC and North Vietna!Tlese 
hard hats. 

But Eye Corps , as we called it , was a 
different story because of the well-trained 
and disciplined First Division troops who 
went over to the Buddhist cause. 

The fighting in Da Nang went on for a 
good two ·weeks. Ancj street fighting in 
cities is a dirty , dangerous business . I sup
pose I came clpse to getting killed about 50 
times while dashing from one doorway to 
another and trying to take pictures with my 
Nikon all the while . 

I recall one incident in particular. Col. 
Tom Fields , commanderof the U.S. Marine 
Corps Comb!lt Information Bureau in Da 
Nang , volunteered one day to accompany 
me as sort of a camera bearer. We blundered 
into an area directly between the Buddhist 
rebels and the AR VN Marines, all of whom 
had remained loyal to the government , or 
rather to their charismatic commander, Col . 
Yen. 
Caught in a crossfire , Tom and I dove be
hind a huge crate which had recently been 
unloaded from a U .S. Navy freighter. 

Rifle and machine-gun bullets began 
thudding into the crate . Tom wryly 
observed: " Bob, if this crate is full of heavy 
machinery , we're in good shape. But if it 's a 
crate load of cornflakes, we're in deep 
shfr. '' 

But, that anecdote asicje , the rebellion 
soon began to draw to a close in Eye Corps . 
The ARYN Marines were simply too good, 
too tough , too well-disciplined, too well
armed and too dedicated to Col. Yen. They 
began to pen up the Buddhists who still had 
the will to fight inside the Tien Hoi Pagoda 
complex. 

Those of us who were combat correspon
dents in the Da Nang press corps could 
interpret clearly w~at was going to happen 
and we all figured it would be over with the 
next day. 

So we had a little dinner party in the 
Combat Information Bureau (ClB) court
yard - ate steaks and drank a lot of bee~. As 
we were finishing the meal , a boy, maybe 
JO or 12 years old , came dashing up to us . 
He announced that th~ ·Buddhist monks in 
the pagoda had an important announcement 
for us · reporters. 

Those of us ~ho were either brave or nuts 
decided to check it out. We followed the kid 
into the pagoda grounds. 

Af~er about a half hour inside, with the 
monks having absolutely no statement to 
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make , some of us decided, correctl y, that 
what they intended to do was hold us hos
tage so t!le ARYN Marines in their rage 
would not kill them a ll. Probably a correct 
assumption on the monks ' part. 

But some of us who were more experi
enced at covering th is wei rd war decided we 
had had enough of being hostages . It was 
dark by now and we fi gured that if we put on 
a display of fa lse bravado , we cou ld escape. 

Myself, Al ain Taieb of Paris Match , T im 
Page of Time!Ljfe and Steve YanMeter of 
UPI decided to simply walk out the pago
da ' s gate . As we did , I heard the loudest 
sound I have ever heard in my life: A 
Buddhist reb!'!I pulled back the bolt of a 
Browning light machine gun anc! let it snap 
forward , loading the piece . 

I said to the others: " For God 's sake, 
don't stop walki ng now or we' re all dead 
men. ' ' They wordlessly agreed and we kept 
movipg, fina lly reaching the ring of ARYN 
Marine tanks and APCs that encircled the 
pagoda. 
· The Marines knew all of us well because 
we had been with them for many days and 
they laµg h!'!d and waved as we passed 
through their lines. 

lt was then that the Buddhists realized 
that they were losi ng a sizable portion of 
their hostages. They got mad and unleashed 
a storm of rifle and machine-gun fire. The 
four of us made a dash for a walled house , 
broke open the gate af)d took refuge inside. 
Although bullets chipped into the walls , we 
were protected from them. · 

Then the Buddhists opened up with a 
mortar and M79 (bloop tube) barrage. One 
round hit the branches of a tree directly over 
our heads and exploded. The shrapnel hit all 
of us. (Navy doctors who X-rayed me later 
counted 27 pieces of copper and steel in 
me.) A shard slit Page ' s throat and I, stun
ned, took off my jacket and used it as a 
bandage. It was probably the most unselfish 
act I have ever done in my li fe. 

Another shard slashed a tendof) in Taieb ' s 
right leg and he screamed in pain . YanMeter 
was not seriously inj ured , but was knocked 
unconscious by the blast. 

Bleeding and in shock , I was certaip that 
my hours on this earth were numbered. 
Page, Taieb , YanMeter and I craw led 
together to discuss how we could escape 
from this desperate predicament. No11e of us 
had an answer. We were all go ing to die , all 
of us were certain of that, and , as it some
times happens at such times, none of us 
particularly cared . If one must die, it is best 
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I said to the others: 
''For God's sake, don't stop 

walking now or we're alt dead men .. " 

to do it in such excellent company. 
So we lay there , bleed ing and dazed , and 

waited to die. 
However, just the n up ga ll oped the 

equi valent of the U.S. Cavalry, in this case 
three United States Marine officers . · 

l shall never forge t them or their ranks at 
the time: They were Maj. Andy Anderson 
(an adviser with the ARYN Marines), Maj. 
Mike Styles and Warrant Officer Fred 
Tucker of the CIB. 

They had somehow gotten word that 
some of their friends were wounded and 
trapped behind opposing lines . (The ARYN 
Marines had wi~ely pu lled back .) 

Armed onl y with a .45 ACP pi stol each 
and very lot.id voices, the three yelled at the 
Buddh ists , " If you don't let those people 
go , Lew Walt (commander of the Third 
Maririe Amphibious Force) is goi ng to send 
in a battalion of U.S. Marines and waste you 
bastards.'' They had no authority to back up 
their threat . The American military was re
maining neutral in this episode. But the 
bluff worked. The Buddhists ceased firing. 

I talked to Andy Anderson, now retired 
from the Marines and a bank executive in 
New Orleans, the other day and he said: 
" I' II never fo rget seeing that courtyard full 
of wou nded people. · 1 thought you, and 
maybe we, were all done fo r. " 

But Andy loaded Taieb and Page into a 
jeep and headed for Charley Med , the U.S. 
Marine hospi tal. Fred Tucker took me and 
YanMeter to the ARYN Marine aid station . 

T here, an A RYN Marine corpsman 
probed my wounds , and gave me an enor
mous shot of penicillin and morphine . 

Col. Yen, an o ld friend , came i"n to talk . I 
seldom lose my temper but I did th is time 
and I said : " Col. Yen, if you' ll let me, hi 
lead the charge into that goddamned pagoda 
tomorrow. ' ' · 

The colonel la1.1ghed and said : " You're 
not going to be leading any charges. What 
you' re going to do is have a drink. " He . 
produced a bott le of Jack D aniels . 

The drink did it. Coupled with the injec
tion and the expiration of shock, l passed 
out to be awakened the next morning on a 
litter being transferred to a C-130 that even
tu all y took me to the Navy hospital in 
Saigon. 

Taieb and Page were treated at Charley 
Med and eventually released. 

All of us probably would have died !}ad it 
not been for the aµdaci ty of three very brave 
Marines. 

Thanks, Andy , Mike and Fred.~ 

ARYN paratroopers move. in to aid 
government Marines clean up after 
Buddhist rebels surrendered in Da Nang, 
which saw violent street battles before 
surrend~r: 

SOF Executive Editor Bob Poos .:_ then AP 
combat correspondent/photographer -
bleeding and in shock after being knocked 
unconscious by Buddhist rebel grenade 
outside Tien Hoi Pagoda in Da Nang. 

ARYN Marine officer examines weapons 
captured by Marines after surrender of 
Buddhist dissidents in Da Nang. Weapons 
are mostly Mls, U.S . Carbines, Browning 
Automatic Rifles, Browning .30-cal. 
machine guns - but note two Browning 
.SQs and two Thompson SMGs"(right rear). 
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iiJf you don't let those 
people go, Lew Watt (commander 

of the Third Marine Amphibious 
Force) is going to send in a battalion 

of U.S. Marines and waste you bastards." 
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PIN WARS '83 
Blackard Kingpin 
at Second Chance 

B OWLING pins have always been an 
object of fascination with Richard 

Davis of Second Chance Body Armor. As a 
child, he had one for a playmate. He wanted 
IO take one to the junior prom. but he 
couldn ' t keep the corsage on it. Finally, 
depressed after he couldn ' t find any batter
ies to fit his favorite pin. he did the only 
thing left to do - he shot it. It was so much 
fun that soon he invited all of his friends up 
to Central Lake. Mich .. to engage in his 
new pastime; pin blasting' 

Pin Wars '83 attracted 348 guys and gals 
to Second Chance's annual saturnalia. A 
week of shooting. drinking . eating, nightly 
movies and I ive music - al I for just a $ 135 
entry fee . a real bargain as far as shooting 
matches go . 

Many matches ad ve rti se large cash 
awards . trophies, etc . . but nobody (and I 
mean nobody) Jays out as many guns (over 
120) and other loot in as many classes as 
Davis & Company. 

The matches stayed basically the same as 
in past years wi th the five-pin event remain
ing the crown jewel. Shooters stand facing a 
four-foot by eight-foot table , 40 inches off 
the ground at 25 feet. On the famous com
mand , '·Guns on the rail 1" shooters get 
ready for the start gun. The object is simple: 
Shoot the standard bowling pins off the 
table . your time is your score. 

Competitors shot six tables and the best 
fi ve runs were counted for score. The .45 
auto remained the most popular weapon. 
but extended magazines and eight rounders 
were not permitled . 

Jim Blac kard of Cl aremore. Okl a. , 
proved how he earned his " Master Blaster" 
status by setting the pace with a record 19 .0 
seconds for five runs - incredible ti111e. 
Second place Mike Murray of Ohio ca111e in 
at 2 1.0 seconds fl at , a full two seconds 
behind the champ. 

Mag-Na-Port of Mt. Clemens. Mich . . 
111ade so111e custo111 Second Chance Com
memorative Smith & Wesson Model 29s 
and Blackard received one. plus a trophy, as 
the winner. For using Bianchi Leather, 
'"Darth" Blackard also received $ 1.1 20 
cash. 

Bob Denny of Cedar Falls, Iowa, was 
third at 2 1.0; Jim Swain of Memphis , Ten-
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by Jake J atras 

1983 Master of the Pins, Jim " Darth" 
Blackard of Oklahoma , displays his Second 
Chance Commemorative S&W M-29 and 
First Place trophy. Photo: Lynn Schoening 

nessee. fourth also with a 2 1 .0 and Lloyd 
" Venus" Harper fifth at 2 1.5. Denny took 
home a PM A Commemorati ve and the 
others HK-9 ls. 

Team events'J You bet. In the three
person tea111 event fo r 111en, one shooter was 
allowed a pistol. one a pump shotgun and 
one an auto smoothbore. Dave Stanford , 

Bill Wilson and Cory Adelson took the test 
with a time of 5 .5 seconds to take out the 
eight pins. Each netted a Second Chance 
Commemorati ve M-29. 

Nine teams entered and all got great 
prizes. Second and third place teams re
ceived HK-9 ls. fourth place Colt Pythons 
and an S&W .4 1 Magnum. Fifth place team 
members received Ruger Mmi-14s and a 
Remington 11 00. Down the line were Ruger 
pistols, Iver Johnson .30 carbines. Charter 
Arms. Wincheste r ammo and Bianchi 
Leather. 
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Soldier o/"Forwne backed the winners or 
the women· s team competi tion. Annette 
Aysen. Cathy Behlen and Kathy Goodall 
turned in a winning time of 10.0 seconds. 
Ayscn used a pair of M-29s. Behlen a 12-
gauge Benelli a11d Goodall a 12-bore Re
mington 11 00. Each received two '!.-carat 
diamonds. 

In the eight pin unliniited Jerry Miculek 
or Louisiana took first with 8. 1 seconds and 
won an SC Commemorati ve . Elliot Ayscn 
wa' close behind at 8.3 and went home with 
an HK-9 1. Oklahoma·s Jim Highley won a 
Browning P-35 for his time of 8.5 seconds. 

The eight-pin .. four-inch" event was 
limited to six-shot revolvers with no mod
ifications - no heavy barrels , add-on ribs, 
etc. One reload was mandatory using either 
a speed loader or a "moon" clip . Elliot 
Aysen came out on top with a 7 .9 second 
run , followed by Jerry Miculek with an 8.6. 
Aysen added an SC Commemorative to his 
collection and Miculek an HK-91. The top 
eight all received guns . 

The .. Banzai Charge Bang and Clang .. 
pib shooters with the ir shotguns loaded 
wi th slugs against steel .. tank .. targets. 
Dave Stanford. a retired pol ice officer from 
Seanle. Wash .. zipped through this course 
in 22.2 seconds fo llowed by John Shaw of 
Tennessee al 23.0 . One more SC Com
memorative found a home in the great 
Northwest and Shaw cased an HK-9 1. 

The .. Light Ri fi e Pop and Flop .. in
volved knocking down bowling pins at 60 to 
90 yards with any non-full auto rifle. AR 15 . 
. 30 Carbine. etc. Thirty-round magazi nes 
were the maximum allowed. Bi ll Roberts . 
Jr . . from Pennsy lvan ia. smoked it wi th a 
23 .9. worth an SC Commemorat ive: Je!T 
Chudwin of Ill inois was right behind at 
29.5. an effort worth a new Colt .45 auto. 

The nine-pin event could be renamed the 
9mm event. Jay Laymon picked them off in 
4.6 seconds. fo llowed by past pin champ 
Bi ll Wilson of Arkansas at 4.8 seconds. 
More guns for the guys - an SC M-29 for 
Laymon and an HK-9 1 for Wilson. 

Goodall and Aysen capwred the two
person women·s event - more '!.-carat di
amonds. fo llowed by Behlen and Aysen. 
(In the Second Chance match. shooters can 
compete on several teams in the same 
event. ) 

Cali fornians Alec Jason and Bruce Gray 
slipped by Don and ·Ron Koch to take the 
two-person men's event with a time of 3.5 
seconds. Each went back to Granola Land 
(just kiddin·. guys) wi th an SC Com
memorative. · 

Davis take good care of the top fini shers. 
but also sprinkles loot through the ranks. 
David Margolies in 223rd place received a 
Rock Island Armory XM-15 .223. Kane 
Zuhone at 303rd was presented with an En
lielcl .303 and Behlen at 338 was awarded a 
Winchester Model 70 in .338 Magnum. 

The concept of limiting ··Master Blas
ters .. to one per team in the many team 
events is a good one. Setting up weapons 
classes al. o gives the average shooters a 
good chance at winning some loot. 

The courses for next year will remain 
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SOF's Cathy Behler! won Winchester M-70 
in .338 Mag with Redfield scope. Photo: 
Lynn Schoening 

Lynn Schoening really bowls 'em 
over . .. with M2. Photo: Jake Jatras 

bas ically the same. but the contest wi ll be 
opened up to anyone who wants to apply to 
compete . 

Applicati ons may be obtained from: 
Second Chance. P.O. Box 578. Central 
Lake. Ml 49622 . For the money it is the best 
event in the country. As Davis says: " Take 
a pin to dinner. then to the range .· · ~ 

Head of Second Chance Armor, Richard 
Davis, models gift from comely female 
presenters: custom underwear emblazoned 
with their names. Photo: Lynn Schoening 

Second Chance host , Richard Davis, fondles 
HK 21 A I. Photo: Lynn Schoening 
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GARTH 
CHOATE 
Arms Accessories 

Architect 
Text & Photos by Paul Williams 

Choate shows revolutionary F.I.E. assault shotgun equipped with his Zytcl"' 
pistol-grip stock. Weapons on wall will soon be complemented by Choate 

accessories. 
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T OCALS around Bald Knob , Ark. , just 
.1..J call him "the big man ." Others, more 
in step with what Garth Choate is about, say 
he' s a wizard with plastics, the man who has 
revolutionized the riot gun and assault rifle 
accessories industry. But neither assess
ment even begins to tell the story . 

Ten years ago Choate was an industrial 
arts teacher in a vo-tech school. But he was 
also a maverick wi th a fertile, inventive 
mind and a strong streak of the entrep
reneur. He started a small machine shop that 
has grown into a manufacturing business 
with products and projects as far-flung as 
letter openers (sort of) and laser sighting 
devices. His expertise is in demand world
wide, and at least one weapon he is current
ly developing promises to open a new era of 
military and police shotgun development. 

The bread-and-butter products of Choate 
Machine and Tool Company are its injec
tion-molded Zytel® accessories for rifles, 
carbines and riot guns. (Zytel® is a plastic 
created by DuPont expressly for stocks and 
grips on military arms.) These accessories 
include the usual pistol grips and pistol-grip 
stocks for shotguns, stocks and handguards 
for a wide variety of rifles - including the 
MI Carbine and popular Mini-14- as well 
as carbine butt-extensions for the UZI and 

MAC-10. 
But Garth Choate has a passion for prac-

tical details , and one of his favori te gizmos 
is the unique 12-gauge shell-follower he 
produces. Instead of simply being a cap 

BETTER BANNERS 
Paul Williams' interest in Garth Cho

ate's weapon collection came from more 
than the professional writer's nose for 
news. Shooting's been a lifelong avoca
tion for him. ln fact, he says, " I lea.med 
to shoot before l could hold the gun 
myself. My dad used to kneel down and 

prop it up for me ." 
As a recreational shooter , Williams' 

weapon is a Model 12 Winchester pump 
which he uses to plink clay pigeons and 
bring down small game. 

Now an associate editor for the 
Arkansas Times magazine, Williams is a 
former Marine ( l 965-68) who served in 
Vietnam from L 966 to 1967 as an artil
lery forward observer. He also d id 
liaison work with the ARVNs (Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam) and the ROK 
(Korean) Marines. 

But his fondest memory concerning 
liaison work comes from the week in 
which he was a member of a forward
observer and fire-di(ection crew who 
were airlifted with two IOSmms into the 
Special Forces A camp at Tien Phuc on a 

C-l23. 
As he recalls it, "Their bunker was 

eight inches deep in water and they 
walked my tail off for a week- but they 
let us Marines bonow their bunker ban
ner . lt read: 'Phuc Communism." ,. 

- M.L. Jones 
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ove r the magazine spring , thi s safety
orange doo-dad has a tail that slips inside the 
spri ng to prevent its over-compression and 
subsequent tangling - a fat al complication 
in a hot house-tochouse showdown. 

Sample of these standard items litter the 
confe rence table in Choate ' s office, along 
with drawi ngs , prototypes and notes on up
coming projects that overflow from his desk 
- an expanse of poli shed .wood just. a tad 
smaller than a snooker table - where there 
is also a weapon or two fie ld-s tripped fo r 
analysis and a couple of Randall kni ves 
from his large collection. 

"Come on ," Garth says , pushing his 
chair back from the desk . " Let ' s go have a 
look in the vault. " 

We walk th rough the combination gym
nas ium/employee break room behind the 
office - where Choate pauses to li ft a 200-
pound barbell onto his we ight bench with 
one hand - and stop in front of a mass ive 
stee l door , compl ete wit h combinati on 
tumblers and a spoked wheel in the center 
fo r drawing the deadbolts. Inside the 10-
foot- by- I 0-foot re inforced-concrete space 
is one of nearly every mil itary ri fle currently 
in use anywhere in the world - about half 
of his collec tion. 

Choate has made , or will make if you ask 
him , accessories for all of them. Besides 
such th ings as the new Zytel® stock for the 
S&W 3000, one wi th a con ventional profi le 
made to order fo r the Army , Choate is parti 
cularly pleased with his line of MI Carbine 
accessories. especiall y s ince Iver Johnson 
will soon be produci ng the old standby at a 
new fac tory in Arkan as . It 's some measure 
of Choate's reputation that he was the fi rst 
person they contac ted about suppl ying 
accessories. 
Continued on page 95 
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ABOVE: Choate uses his weapon~ collection to help fit prototype accessories. 
From left : FN FAL, two H&K93s, H&K91 , Russian SKS, H&K93, Mini-14, UZI 
SMG, Mini-14, U.S . M2 Carbine, two FN FALs, Winchester M70, Chicom SKS 
and U.S. XM-177. BELOW: Garth Choate uses modified Remington 870 to point 
out some of his shotgun modifications. 

I 
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1=0TS 
O'RUCK 

It's Not Heavy 
It's My Bergen 

Text & Photos by Leroy Thompson 

ALTHOUGH there were some pretty 
fair indigenous rucks used by SOGs or 

LRRPs in Southeast Asia, the U.S . armed 
forces have not really developed a rucksack 
which is as closely associated with special 
units as the Bergen is with Britain's Special 
Air Service. In fact, the SAS has been using 
the Bergen in some form for 30 years and 
doesn't seem to be contemplating a change. 

The current-issue SAS Bergen is con
structed of lightweight nylon with tubular 
frame and tips the scales at only eight 
pounds. The SAS Bergen's capacity doesn't 
match the ALICE Medium Field Pack's, but 
for the SAS, who are trained to survive 
almost indefinitely with the items carried on 
just a pistol belt, it's plenty big. 

The tubular frame of the Bergen is very 
light yet can easily carry a folly loaded 
pack. Unlike the ALICE frame, the Bergen 
doesn't need a cargo shelf since the frame 
curves under the pack to form its own shelf. 
The Bergen frame has two horizontal tubu
lar ribs which help position the pack and a 
tubular section on each side which wraps 
partially around the waist. A waist strap, if 
desired, can be attached to these curving 
sections or elsewhere. Designed for the 
forced marches the SAS is famous for, the 
Bergen frame distributes weights of up to 50 
or 60 pounds very well for moving far and 
fast. 

The Bergen pack itself is designed to be 
as waterproof as possible. There is a large 
central pouch similar to the one on the 
ALICE pack. This pouch is closed with a 
drawstring. Wi¢ in the pouch flap there is a 
zippered pocket for flat, soft objects - such 
as maps - that need more protection from 
moisture. Rather than having_ three large 
outside pockets like the ALICE, t~e Bergen 
has one pocket running the width of the 
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pack. Although its flap is closed with two 
quick-release buckles (not of the same pat- · 
tern as U .S. quick-release fasteners , 
though) , the pocket also has a zipper for 
greater protection from the elements . 

On each side of the Bergen is a long 
vertical pocket whose flap can be fastened 
with a single buckle. Each of these pockets 
is also equipped with snaps along the center 
so that it can, in effect, be transformed into 
two long pockets suitable for flares or other 
long objects. These side pockets are both 
tunneled so long pieces of equipment can be 
thrust between them and the pouch. 

The system of attaching the shoulder 
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straps to the Bergen and frame, or just the 
Bergen if used without the frame , is equally 
good. On each side of the top and bottom of 
the ruck and on each side of the top of the 
frame are located D-rings . When using the 
Bergen with its frame, the shoulder straps 
are looped through the lower D-rings on the 

TOP: Lower pocket has zip closure even 
though covered by flap. ABOVE: One of 
two long vertical pockets located on sides of 
Bergen. LEFT: Bergen in "light-load" 
order. Additional items can be strapped 
onto ruck exterior with straps. LOWER 
LEFT: Close-up of SAS Bergen shows large 
flap covering central pouch. BELOW: SAS 
Bergen's lightweight tubular frame with 
shoulder straps (and their method of 
attachment) and straps wrapped around 
frame for padding. 

ABOUT 
LEROY THOMPSON 

Leroy Thompson is no stranger to 
SOF readers. His articles on the SAS 
("SAS at War in Malaya," April '8 1; 
" SAS Today," December '82) amply 
demonstrated his expertise in military 
and arms topics, and his particular 
knowledge of SAS equipment. 

Thompson's colorful background in
cludes special and base-secu!"ity posi
tions in the U.S. Air Force, stints as a 
deputy sheriff, a bodyguard in Europe 
and the Caribbean and security chief for 
a large grocery chain. He has done 
graduate study in military history at the 
Universities of Oxford, Edinburgh and 
London. 

pack and around the base of the frame with 
the end of the strap being fed through the 
loop and up to a buckle adjustment on the 
strap. At the top , the D-rings on the frame 
are fitted through two slots in the pack and 
on each side a snaphook is attached to both 
D-rings simultaneously . 

The shoulder straps are padded at the 
points on the shoulders which bear the load. 
For additional cushioning, two padded 
straps are wrapped around the frame at the 
point where it contacts the trooper's back. 
Two cushions, which are designed to ride 
between the tubular crossbars of the frame 
when worn with it , are also built into the 
rear of the pack for when it is worn without 
the frame. When worn without the frame the 
shoulder straps are just attached to the D
rings at the top and bottom of the pack. 

Because of the nature of the SAS' s mis
sions, the unit needs a pack which is dur
able, comfortable and compact. The Bergen 
meets all of these criteria quite well . As did 
SOGs and LRRPs in Vietnam, the SAS 
often have to sleep without shedding their 
packs: They leave nothing behind if it be
comes necessary to move out instantly. The 
~ergen may not match their kip back in 
Hereford, but it has been slept in many 
times in some pretty uncomfortable situa
tions . 

Unlike many conventional and larger 
military units , the SAS has its own procure
ment system which can quickly bring into 
service new gear deemed necessary. The 
fact that the Bergen in its various incarna
tions has been in service so long must, 
therefore, be a good indication that the SAS 
is satisfied with it. There have at times been 
field-expedient alterations , such as revers
ing the frame for parachuting, but the SAS 
Bergen has served well. 

Any unit needing load-carrying equip
ment for official or unofficial deep
penetration missions might be well-advised 
to have a look at the Bergen ruck, especially 
the one used by the men in the sand-colored 
berets . There are other versions of the 
Bergen around - such as the canvas one 
used by the Commandos - but it' s the 
lightweight nylon SAS Bergen that's the 
recon/raider's best choice. ~ 
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BIATHLON 
SOF Lends Hand to Olympic 

R IFLE on your back , you ski into an 
arena filled with screaming commun

ist East Europeans. You can't listen to the 
cheers and jeers, because it will blow your 
concentration. 

Auto-hypnotically , you drop your pulse 
from a sprinting 160 beats per minute to a 
more manageable 120 as you slip out of the 
padded packstraps holding your rifle to your 
back , adjust the peep sights for windage 
estimated from fl uttering flags , aim and fire 
five times from the standing position on skis 
at as many I I-centimeter knock-down steel 
targets. You don' t lose points for missing; 
you ski a 150-meter penalty lap for each 
missed target. It only adds about 30 seconds 
to your time .. . if you ski fast. Then you 
sprint another five kilometers to the next 
course of fire. This time you can relax: It 's 
prone. But the target is about one-third the 
size of the last and the range is the same . 

The above scenario is not a nightmare; it 
is biathlon . 

This strenuous combination of cross
country skiing and shooting came from late 
I 9th-century mil itary skiing competitions. 
Though most courses have been shot with 
bolt-action rifles, some exclusively military 
competitions have been run with sub
machine guns. Shooting missile weapons 
from skis is an old martial art. The skills 
practiced in biathlon have proved their 
effectiveness as recently as the 1939 Winter 
War when the Finns annihilated most of the 
Soviet 44th Motorized Rifle Division. 

Biathlon competitions had been staged 
for some time before the 1950s, but the fi rst 
regular meets and yearly world cham
pionships began in 1958. Olympic competi
tion began in I 960. The United States has 
never won a title; the USSR has won about 
half of the titles available in both team and 
individual competition. 

Since organized biathlon has always been 
militarily oriented, large-bore rifles were 
required for shooting courses at ranges from 
100 to 250 meters. ln 1974 biathlon became 
a small-bore shooting event since shorter 
lethal ranges and lower penetration made 
the event safer and firing from a single range 
made possible the use of a single shooting 
station. 
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Hopeful 
by W.B. Guthrie 

Biathlon is especially important to inter
national sport, since it is - along with 
modern pentathlon - one of two Olympic 
events that combine conventional athletics 
with use of firearms . Originally , most of the 
Greek Olympic events had a military cast; 

SOF-sponsored Nielsen runs in regional 
road-races to keep competitive edge: Daily 
training on skis and foot often exceeds 25 
miles. 

{' 

even most of the foot races were run in 
armor. Biathlon and modern pentathlon are 
the only military events left. 

The existence of a U.S. biathlon team 
may be one of our best-kept secrets. This is 
a result of European domination of the 
sport , limited exposure in the United States 
where competitions are rare and its back
burner position on the United States Olym
pic Committee ( USOC) agenda . The 
USOC, which controls all aspects of Olym
pic sport in America including disburse
ment of funds, is to say the least not ena-
mored of biathlon. · 

Traditionally the USOC has placed its 
funds in those sports in which the United 
States now competes , or in development of 
sports in which it can compete in the near 
future , and provides the rest of the field with 
just enough to get by. SOF suspects that the 
USOC has a certain predilection not to fund 
those sports with such strong military over
tones. 

The Soviet Union and East Germany see 
support of Olympic sports from a different 
point of view. Since just after World War II 
the communists have recognized the enor
mous value of Olympic victories so the pro
duction of victories is a top priority. Enor
mous efforts are made in the USSR to pro
vide athletes with facilities, medical assist
ance, scientifically based research and de
velopment in equipment and training tech
niques, and money . One of the realities the 
USSR has recognized is that if " Sports 
Heroes" put in a hard day ' s work at the 
tractor factory they'll have neither the ener
gy nor time for the training regimen it takes 
to compete on the Olympic level. That' s 
why " Soviet Sports Heroes" are often Red 
Army officers or unassigned engineers. 

That 's also why the United States does 
best in mainstream sports that are supported 
in our school system - track and field and 
swimming. 

American Olympic competitors in the 
minor sports - skiing, gymnastics, weight
lifting, equestrian events - have to go it 
alone, or with what little support is available 
from manufacturers or private contribu
tions. 

Despite those handicaps, U.S . biathlon 
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athletes have scrimped , saved and hustled to 
the point that they are closing the gap on the 
Europeans. A team medal is unlikely, but 
the Americans are gaining on the Euro
peans. 

One American in parti cular has broken 
from the pack to become an international 
competitor. 

Don Nielsen was a Dartmouth scho
larship student, tutor in class ics and sum
mertime logger when he was first attrac ted 
to biathlon. A li fet ime cross-country skier 
and racer, he gave up that sport at the sug
gestion of the U.S. biathlon coach. 

But to compete in the biathlon he had to 
turn himself into a se rious shooter. 

" It ' s the hardest thing I' ve ever tried. 
Biathlon is an incredible combination of 
conditioning and physical and mental disci
pline," says Nielsen. 

Thi s may so und like hyperbo le , but 
sports physio logists generally agree that 
bi athletes are the world's best-conditioned 
sportsmen . Mental conditioni ng is at least 
as important as the physical , since merely 
fini shing the race isn ' t winning it. A winner 
must have a yogi's control of his body as he 
slows his racing heart and sti lls shaking 
mu sc les to hit tiny targets after a five
kilometer run on sk is. 

Nielsen does thi s expertly . His major 
strength has turned out to be his shooting 
ability and it ' s in that portion of the event 
that he catches up . Many believe Nielsen 
may be the Un ited States' first serious 
chance in the history of biathlon at winni ng 
a medal against European competition. 
With any luck , that medal could be won at 
the 1984 Winter Olympics in Sarajevo. 

Although he has won virtually every 
competition in the United States since 1979 
- often by wide margi ns - the financia l 
strain of constant trai ning with I ittle support 
may deny him and us another chance of 
winning in Sarajevo. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine is helping 
Nielsen, who moved to Boulder this year in 
order to train at altitude with another biath
lon team member. 

Although SOF is not known for involving 
itself in the support of Olympic-level sports 
competitions, we do have a long history of 
supporting marksmanship programs, parti
cularly those with an anti-Soviet be.nt. And, 
frankly , if the USOC won't do it, Amer
icans should. We want to help America win. 
If you wish to help Nielsen and support 
America's bid for its firs t Olympic medal in 
biathlon, call (303) 449-3750 or write 
Biathlon, Soldier of Fortune Magazine, 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 for in
formation. Y( 

Biathletes sprint five kilometers between 
firing stations, stop to shoot five shots in 
25-35 seconds. Photo: Bruce Benedict 

Biathlon demands fierce concentration: U.S . 
Olympic Team hopeful Nielsen hones 
shooting skills. Photo: W.B. Guthrie 
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Fighting Bosboks Stow Up SWAP(]~ 

ANGOLAN AERIAL 
REC ON 

THERE were 25 decorations awarded for 
heroism and distinguished service to 

South African Defense Force personnel 
who took part in Operation Protea in 1981 
(see "To Russia With Love," SOF, Janu
ary '82) . Five of these went to an obscure 
small-plane unit: 42 Squadron of the SAAF 
(South African Air Force). 

Though the onslaught on SW APO (South 
West African People's Organization) lasted 
only a few weeks, it changed the face of 
conflict in southern Africa, and probably 
composed the biggest series of battles 
fought by South Africans since the end of 
World War II. 

SW APO was routed from its command 
and control centers throughout much of 
south Angola, and their East German, Rus
sian and Cuban advisers dislodged from for
ward positions close to the South West Afri
can border. The Angolan Army and FAPLA 
(Popular Force for the Liberation of Ango
la) got bloody noses when they tried to 
intervene on SWAPO's behalf. 

After 17 years of terrorist warfare, the 
South Africans are now in a position to 
dictate their own peace terms - if there are 
any to be had. 

Until Operation Protea, few people had 
ever heard of the "Fighting 42." The 42 
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Text & Photos 
by A1 J. Venter 

Squadron's tiny "string and sticky-tape" 
single-engine "Bosbok" - an Italian hyb
rid of spotter and reconnaissance aircraft
was flown ' 'by optimists who wear para
chutes because they probably will have to 
use them," according to one Puma pilot 
who saw them in action. 

These seemingly frail aircraft droned 
endlessly on over scores of battles and con
tacts that scarred the region as never before, 
and were the heroes of the day. By the end 
of the campaign, there were few field com
manders who would initiate an action 
against communist forces without a Bosbok 
overhead. 

The five decorations awarded 42 Squad
ron during those few weeks included the 
Honoris Crux (for "deeds of bravery while 
in danger"), awarded to 28-year-old Capt. 
Danie Laubscher; Lts. Jakes Venter, Andre 
White and Andy Freeman received South
ern Cross medals for risking their lives 
under fire; a Chief of SADF Commendation 
went to another squadron officer, Roger 
Bradfield. 

The Honoris Crux, the highest award, 
went to Laubscher - a slight, unassuming 
young Bosbok pilot who flew as spotter 
during the crucial Angolan battle of Xan
gongo. As Laubscher tells it, a South Afri-

can armored column on the way into the 
SWAPO-occupied riverside town was 
being hampered by a Soviet 23mm anti
aircraft gun . 

"Basically," recalled Capt. Laubscher, 
"our vehicles had to cross high ground. 
That particular battery of 23s dominated ~he 
high ground and made life difficult for the 
men in the column; fire was extremely 
heavy.'' 

An air strike was called in, and it was the 
captain's job to spot the target for the jets 
with a smoke rocket. Flying at approximate
ly 2,000 meters above the action, Laubscher 
twice pointed his nose ground ward and fired 
a smoke rocket to guide the jets on target. 
Two strikes by jet fighters had no effect on 
the battery. 

''At this stage, I decided that I better get 
the job done myself, " the captain told me. 
(Although the Bosbok is primarily a spotter, 
it does carry a pod rocket under each wing.) 

Within seconds of nosing down once 
again, Laubscher came under heavy fire. At 
an altitude of approximately 1,000 meters , 
he released his salvo. A cluster of high
explosive rockets homed in on the target at 
twice the speed of sound. When the dust 
cleared, the Bosbok was heading skyward, 
and the troops on the ground gave out a 
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ABOVE: A "clutch" of tiny 
Bosboks of 42 Squadron flies over 

Etosha Pan. 
RIGHT: Angolan Communist Party 

flag, captured by SADF troops at Ongiva. 
LOWER RIGHT: Yugoslavian 20mm M-55 Antiaircraft 

Gun captured by South Africans at Xangongo. Three-barreled 
gun was used frequently against Bosboks on 

recon. LOWER LEFT: Russian T-34 tank knocked 
out prior to South African raid on Xangongo. 
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cheer. Laubscher had his med:i l and.a Bos
b0k full of holes . 

The main role of 42 Squadron as ex
plained l1y its OC (Officer in Command), 
Maj. Raymond D0yle . is to use the Bo. bok 
" as a light battlefield recce aircraft." It is 
also utilized as a forward ai r control element 
in conventional operatiol)S and as a terrorist 
spotter during counterinsurgency opera
tions. Several times. well-trained Bosbok 
pilots have effectively tracked insurgent 
spoor from the air and guided strike forces 
onto target. One 42 Squadron pilot even 
killed two terrs wi th smoke rockets because 
he had nothi ng else to fire at them. 

Although the unit has never lost a Bosbok 
10 the enemy, these frai l " fighters" have 
been hit several times . including once by an 
RPG-7 rocket that left the back-seat spotter 
with part of the air-frame in his lap . 

Another time - also during Operation 

Protea - Maj . Doyle'~ am:r:ift was fired at 
wi th RPG-7s. He had 10 move some dis
tance upwind to continue his spotting role, 
where he was able to see the target. It was a 
"holy" Bosbok that brought Doyle back to 
Ondangwa base in Ovamboland . 

Just about every pilot who has flown with 
the squadron has a few war tales to te ll -
some of them pretty hairy. 

Lt. Jakes Venter. a 23-year-old veteran 
(he flew fmpala jets before he transferred to 
42 Squadron), achieved his decoration dur
ing the battle of Ongiva. Lt. Venter suc
ceeded in k illing several SWAPO and FA
PLA terrs , as wel l as disabling a member of 
the Soviet detachment, who was captured 
and is still held in South Africa. 

He spotted an enemy column of about l 0 
vehicles moving out of Ongiva shortly be
fore sunset on the first day of the battle for 
the town , their path leading in the direction 

Bosbok pilot pumps gas: 42 Squadron has to sort out own supply and fuel 
problems in southern Angolan bush. 

BIG LITTLE BOSBOK 
by John Metzger 

Forty Two Squadron 's combat record 
speaks for itself. Fighting ground troops 
depend on the Squadron 's determined 
pilots to get the job done. And the pilots, 
in turn, rely on the scrappy little Bosbok 
to keep them airborne. 

The seemingly frail bird is designated 
"Bosbok" by South Africa, although it 
is made in Italy by Aeritalia and desig
nated the AM.3C. ft is designed to meet 
Italian Air Force capability requirements 
of forward air control , observation , 
liaison. cargo and personnel transport 
(three or four seats), casualty evacuation 
and tactical support of ground troops . In 
1973 , the SADF received its first order 
of 40 Bosboks , now in service with the 
South African Air Force's 41 and 42 
Squadrons, stationed at Johannesburg 
and Potchefstroom respectively. 

The standard Bosbok has two under
wing pylons , each capable of carrying 
up to 375 pounds of external ordnance. 
Bosbok armament includes a Matron 
pod containing two 7 .62mm machine 
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guns with 2 ,000 rounds of ammunition, 
a General Electric Minigun pod and 
1.500 rounds of ammo, a Matra 125 
pack of six 2.75-inch rockets , a Matra 
122 pack of seven BPD 50mm rockets , a 
113-kilogram GP bomb, an AN/MI A2 
cluster of six nine-kilogram fragmenta
tion bombs, an AN/M4A I cluster of 
three JO-kilogram parachute-retarded 
fragmentation bombs, an M28A2 cluster 
of 24 two-kilogram " butterfly" bombs, 
an AS . I I or AS . 12 wire-guided missile, 
an M84A I target marker. and various 
mounts for aerial photographic equip
ment. That 's a lot to work with, and of 
course the Bosbok doesn' t fly with total 
capacity armament. Most rounds that 
they fire are target markers. 

The little spotter, flown " by optimists 
who wear parachutes because they will 
probably have to use them," according 
to a chopper pilot who has seen them in 
action, will no doubt see more action in 
Future contacts . And field commanders 
leading ground troops will rest easier 
knowing that Bosboks are flying over
head. 

of a 32 Infantry Batta lion stopper group 
which had taken up position on one of the 
roads heading north. And, as the Ru sians 
had armor (there were T-34 tanks and a few 
BROM armed reconnaissance vehicles). his 
quickly transmitted instructions gave the 
South Africans time to find cover in the 
sparse terrain before they were discovered 
by the Russians and their escort. It was a 
lucky break ; a couple of dozen ground 
troops would certai nly have been no match 
fo r mobile Soviet armor. 

Without waiting fo r instructions . Lt. 
Venter called in an air , trike in a bid to flush 
out some of the escaping vehicles that, by 
now, were heading th rough the bush. It was 
here that Venter encountered problems. 

With no ammunition to spot the target, 
Lt. Venter had to rely sole ly on verbal for
ward-air-control commands, an extremely 
difficult proposition in a featureless, flat 
terrain with the late-afternoon light quickly 
fading . Some of the escaping vehicles were 
knocked out and a proportion of those in 
them - including the Russians - were 
killed . For several minutes toward the end , 
Venter recalled , it was touch and go, be
cause it was dark by the time the last salvo 
was fired. 

The majority of the men who come to this 
squadron have already done their basics· on 
other planes. Maj . Doyle, for instance, flew 
Super Frelon transport choppers for several 
years. By the time pilots reach the squad
ron , they have been thoroughly familiarized 
in all aspects of recon fl ying. Some of the 
younger pilots, 19- or 20-year-olds, new to 
the squadron, go operational immediately . 

And , although the unit has established a 
good track record , it has only been oper
ational since March 1979. 

It was then the first squadron of Bosboks 
went to the border. Within a month of arriv
ing at Ondangwa base, all but one Bosbok 
had been hit by ground fire. But the men 
learned quickly - and they had an incredi
ble little machine to work with. 

The Bosbok has a stalling speed at sea 
level of 33 knots. It has been known to put 
down on a strip 40 meters long and take off 
in 160. Incredible, but totally feasible , 
according to thi s cocky little band of 
aviators. 

Their range is good. The record time aloft 
for one man in the operational area adjacent 
to Angola is nine hours, 10 minutes-all at 
night. The best time over an active , hostile 
target area is more than six hours, which 
feel s like days when one is being shot at. 

Though the enemy has never knocked 
one of these planes out of the sky, a few 
Bosboks have been lost in accidents recent
ly, together with two men , during the big
gest operation in South Africa in the winter 
of 1982. This incident occurred when South 
African forces pushed the furthest north 
they had struck at SW APO bases for several 
years. 

In that operation , and in battles to come, 
ground forces and jet fi ghters will rely on 
the brave pilots flying the little Bosboks of 
Fighting 42 Squadron. ~ 
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' . U.S. Trains Troops for 

Nicaraguan Threat 

., HEAJIN UP 
H ·.NOURI 

# ' ' • • • • l . 

THE hills are steep. The valleys 
between are covered with banana 

trees and thick foli9ge. A dusty, 
unpaved road winds among the hills, 
often with sharp declivities to one r .side.~ area is sparsely populated. 

• OccasionaJ QdCllbe, tin-topped huts or 
. . cluster§ of huts constitute "villages." 

.o-;- This is:the border area iQ 
r.,,...~ 6,ililtt\tCl)!ntral Honduras'. Across the 

border is Sanpinista-controlled 
Nicaragua. As' the chopper flies this 
zone is· qnlf'about 120 miles from the 
Honduran capital of Tegucigalpa; by 
road the trip takes well over three 
hours. · · 

This isolated region has assumed 
major strat~gic importance in the 
growing struggle for Central ~ca. 
Many Nicaraguan counterins'dl'§~nts 
{Contra~ere trainelfat hiddelt 
baseS' in these Hond1frar:r~efOre 

:--slipping· (l!:foss · ttw"borde(.Jo fight the 
. Sandjnislas:~ome 3,00010 4,000 

Contras ar~ now fighting inside 
Nicaragua in the northwestern portion 

• :ll'f1·. to of the country. lr1 addition, an 
- - estim.ated 5,000 membefS or'the 

.. 

The war is not going well for the 
Sandinistas. They have sent some of 
their best units into combat but have 
not succeeded in overcoming the 
guerrillas. • 

A singre road winds along 
the border on the Honduran 
side, leading to the Honduran 
town of Cifuentes. People in 
the area say they have 

. heard bombardments inside 
Nicaragua; one Honduran 
reported that her own land 
was subjected to a Sandinista 
aerial attack. The road h~ · 
been continually haraS"secf 
by the S~ndinista Army, 
and the Honduran 
Army has had to 
close it. Cifuentes 
has been virtually 
"l!ll!Jandoned by 
its residents . 

~. ~OJISandi~ta Miskito, Sumo, Rama 
• ':· 

1
• t;~ct l~ser·lft~mb~s are f~ghting in u.$.'Special Forces trainers 

'!',l -;-' • .the noi'!heasteJn P_.9rt1on of ~1c~ragua. /'. teach Central American 
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Sandinista attacks have not been 
limited to weapons fire . A mortar shell 
severely damaged a house in 
Cifuentes and another landed nearby. 
The Nicaraguans have come across 
the border and placed mines. 

One Honduran soldier, two 
American newspapermen and five 
other people have been killed. A 
number of people have been injured. 

Perhaps the Nicaraguans suspect 
that the border has been used by the 
Contras for resupply purposes. 
Perhaps they are attempting to 

frighten the Hondurans. Whatever the 
reasons, the situation along the 
border threatens to escalate into an 
undeclared war. Nicaragua has some 
11 ,000 troops along the border. 
Facing them are approximately 3,000 
Hondurans. 

Communist Cuba has been pouring 
light and heavy weapons into Nicar
agua in order to build that country's 
military capacity. In 1982 weapons 
shipped to Nicaragua by Cuba and 
the Soviet Union were worth about 
$160 million - a large amount for a 
small country. Already Nicaragua is 
the most powerful nation militarily in 
Central America. And Cuba is not only 
sending supplies, it is also sending 

men. Some 2,000 Cuban military 
personnel entered Nicaragua at 
midyear, bringing the total number of 
Cubans in Nicaragua to about 8,000, 
half of whom are military. 

In the face of the Nicaraguan 
menace, the United States has moved 
to support Honduras and build up its 
forces. But, in sharp contrast with the 
assistance Nicaragua receives from 
its allies, the United States in 1982 
made grants totalling only $5 million 
and sold supplies amounting to $26 
million. 

And U.S. supplies and grants have 
not always been equitable. As one 
U.S. officer points out: "The 
Hondurans had to pay $40 for $20 
combat boots." 

The Honduran Army has serious 
deficiencies. It has 81 to 160mm 
mortars but no artillery. There is no 
uniformity in weaponry; Honduran 
soldiers carry everything from FALs to 

Galils to M16s. There is a 
serious lack of 
communications 
equipment; some troops 
on the border have no 
radios. U.S. trainers 
sometimes have to 
provide maps. Kotexes 
serve as bandages. The 
Hondurans do not have 
cammo sticks and mud 
doesn't stay on, so they 
rely on field-expedients 
such as burnt wood. 



Gen. Gustavo Alvarez Martinez, 
chief of the Honduran armed forces, is 
considered "tough and aggressive" by 
U.S. military who work with him. He is 
pressing for increased aid, including 
economic assistance, and he traveled 
to Washington to ask for it. He is 
shaping up his troops; he has moved 
good officers into command positions. 

Honduras has an army of 12,000 
men, an air force of 1,500 men (in
cluding a ground security force) and a 
navy of 800 men. There are 4,500 
police, who are under the army's com
mand. (Nicaragua has a regular army 
of 25,000 men, and reserves and mili
tia totalling 80,000 men. Many of the 
latter are little more than machete 
wielders.) 

Honduras is the second largest (af
ter Nicaragua) of the Central Amer-

PERSONAL LOSS 
by Bob Poos 

Dial Torgerson , 1928-1983. 
Richard Cross, 1950-1983. 

Those will be part of the inscrip
tions carved on their gravestones. I 
wish that their families would add one 
more word each respectively: Repor
ter. Photographer. 

For that is what they were and both 
·excelled in their work. Their skill and, 
indeed, their courage is proven by 
what they did for a living and where 
they did it. Foreign correspondents, 
particularly those who specialize in 
covering wars, are the elite of their 
profession. 

I had known Dial off and on for 
some 25 years. I met Cross only 
once, briefly during a recent trip to 
Honduras. 

Torgerson joined the AP in Los 
Angeles a couple of years before I did 
the same in St. Louis. AP people in
evitably bump into one another as do 
our colleagues in the UPI. Virtually all 
of us are close friends, particularly 
those who cover the world's conflicts. 
Both Dial and I were determined to 
achieve Foreign Service status and 
we did, he first in the Middle East, I in 
Southeast Asia. And our paths ulti
mately took both of us to Latin Amer
ica. 

Some people accuse war corres
pondents of being war lovers as well . 
They are not. They are intelligent, 
sometimes even sensitive, people 
and thus are appalled by the waste of 
war, both in blood and money. 

But it is what they do. Why? It 
doesn't pay particularly well. In most 
cases less than a sandhog working in 
caissons under heavy air pressure or 
high iron workers. When I went to 
Saigon, I did not get paid a nickel 
more than I did in St. Louis. 

Peter Arnett, the great AP Vietnam 
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ican republics. Some four million peo
ple, mainly mestizo, live on 112, 150 
square kilometers of land. The rich 
earth produces bananas, coffee, corn, 
beans and a variety of other crops. 

Honduras has had its full share of 
military rulers. Now, however, the 
country has its first popularly elected 
president since 1972. Roberto Suazo 
Cordoba, a doctor and member of one 
of the country's two traditional parties, 
the Partido Liberal, was chosen in 
free elections and took office in Janu
ary 1982 for a six-year term. 

The United States is concentrating 
on training the Honduran armed 
forces. To accomplish this there is 
now a larger American military estab
lishment in Honduras than there is in 
civil-war-torn El Salvador, where the 
United States maintains a self-

reporter - he won a Pulitzer Prize at 
it-and I once held a long discussion 
about this. We agreed that one of the 
key elements which attracted us was 
witnessing the ultimate response of 
human beings caught up in conflict. 
One sees all the extremes of the best 
and the worst in them. I have - we all 
have - seen these in people. Sol
diers breaking and running from a 
battlefield, others trying to conceal 
themselves in civilian clothing. Actual 
refusal to go into the cauldron of com
bat. 

Dial Torgerson Photo: UPI 

It was not an uncommon sight in 
Vietnam to witness a young black 
man crawl out on a bullet-lashed bat
tlefield to drag back a wounded white 
redneck Georgia cracker - or vice 
versa. I have seen men give a com
rade their last drink of water when 
that substance was worth far more 
than gold or diamonds. 

The life of a foreign correspondent 
is not a particularly pleasant one. It's 
much less excitement and danger 
than it is boredom, long hours in lone
ly hotel rooms and lobbies. In Viet
nam , battlefield correspondents 
shared the same C Rats as those 
infantry soldiers and Marines they 
covered. Bad water. Lots of that. I 
have had Montezuma's Revenge in 
more countries than I can recollect. 

imposed limit of 55 U.S. trainers. (The 
U.S. Defense Department emphasizes 
that the Americans in Honduras and 
El Salvador are trainers, not advisers. 
They train the local troops but do not 
advise them in the field , as was done 
in Vietnam.) 

In an inconspicuous house over
looking Tegucigalpa's Toncontin Inter
national Airport is headquartered the 
MILGP, popularly known as the Mil
Group. This unit is in charge of all 
U.S. military training activities in Hon
duras. The group consists of: 

the commander; 
one U.S. Army representative ; 
one Air Force representative ; 
one Navy representative; 
one logistical training officer; 
one sergeant who handles support 

for the group. 

I've also had malaria, black water 
fever and amoebic dysentery. And 
I've twice been wounded doing this 
for a living. 

Most of my professional friends 
have suffered one or all of the above 
but still they keep on doing it. 

Very few ever say or even concede 
this, but I think another reason for our 
devotion to our profession is a deep
ly-held conviction that the public 
should be informed about these 
things, the reasons for and behind 
them as well as developments as 
they occur. 

A commonly shared belief by peo
ple otherwise occupied is that foreign 
and war correspondents are a color
ful lot, decked out in expensive uni
forms, wearing pith helmets and car
rying binoculars. That is an absurdity. 
Most of us dress in the most service
able clothing we can find : tough 
enough to resist underbrush, light 
enough to be cool and with plenty of 
large pockets for extra film, note
books and ballpoint pens. 

There are almost as many women 
now as men in the field - a trend 
which started in Vietnam and which, 
as a traditionalist, first distressed me. 
Now I admire their courage and pro
fessional ability. I guess Dickey 
Chappelle first convinced me of this. 
For Dickey was one of the best of 
them all . I witnessed her death by a 
mine in Vietnam while on an opera
tion with the Seventh Marines and I 
still feel a keen sense of personal 
loss. 

For the record, Dial was Mexico 
City Bureau Chief for the Los 
Angeles Times when he died and 
Cross was a freelance photographer, 
under contract with the Times and 
U.S. News and World Report. 

They were killed apparently by a 
land mine while driving a section of 
rutted gravel road in Honduras. It is 
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This is the basic unit - six pe,rsons 
in all. There are, however, almost al
ways additional personnel on tempor
ary duty doing specialized tasks. At 
the time SOF visited the MilGroup and 
in the period just before, there were 
logistics and personnel management 
officers, a two-man English-lan
guage-training team and a two-man 
basic helicopter-training .team. 

One member of the MilGroup is a 
veteran of the 1961 Bay of Pigs inva
sion. He joined the U.S. Army and 
rose through the ranks. He and other 
Bay of Pigs veterans have played un
sung but key roles in U.S. counter
insurgency programs over the years. 

The Hondurans and the United 
States had previously perceived the 
greatest danger to Honduras as com
ing from Castro-line terrorists. The 

about 10 miles long and parallels the 
Nicaraguan border. 

This road, actually little more than 
a trail, is used primarily by two 
groups: logging truck drivers and 
news people who employ it to 
observe the nearby Nicaraguan 
troops and tanks and in hopes of 
locating Contras, the Nicaraguan re
bels armed, trained and financed by 
the CIA who seek to overthrow the 
Marxist Sandinista regime. 

I have travelled the same road and 
so have most of my colleagues in the 
Central American press corps. It's 
just what one does over there. Also 
there is the possibility of witnessing 
an exchange of gunfire between 
Honduran and Nicaraguan soldiers 
- a not infrequent occurrence. A sol
dier from both sides was killed in 
such an exchange shortly after 
Torgerson and Cross perished. 

There is little doubt that Nicara
guan troops mined the road. Hon
duran Army engineers later unco
vered a diamond pattern of old U.S. 
anti-tank mines, inherited by the San
dinistas from the rule of dictator 
Anastasio Somoza, whom they over
threw. 

Then, said witnesses, including a 
log-truck driver, the Sandinista 
troops blasted the little white Toyota 
Corolla in which the two were riding 
with machine-gun fire. There was no 
need for that. The newsmen died in
stantly, their car reduced to a shape
less mass of burned-out metal - two 
pieces actually, since the front end 
was hurled some 200 feet away. 

When the tragedy occurred, ·it was 
discussed quietly in hotel dining 
rooms and bars in places like San 
Salvador, Tegucigalpa and Guate
mala City. Both men were popular: 
Cross being a quiet (for a photo
grapher almost shy), young man; 
while his older colleague was warm, 
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Honduran trooper shows classmates 
camouflage techniques for border-patrol 
ops during training session held by U.S. 
Special Forces instructors. Photo: 
Marcial Sevilla. 

charming and known for his quick wit 
and ready humor. Both were highly 
respected for their professional abil
ity. 

Then, of course, politicians seized 
upon the deaths as an opportunity to 
advance their own opinions. Hon
duran Foreign Minister Edgardo Paz 
Burnica called it a " cold-blooded 
assassination" - he may have a 
point-while U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz dispatched a strong 
protest to Managua, protesting "a de
liberate attack on unarmed civilians. " 

Richard Cross Photo: UPI 

Predictably, Nicaraguan Foreign 
Minister Miguel D'Escoto denied all , 
snarling, "We know the United States 
is looking for a pretext to take direct 
action against Nicaragua," a sugges
tion that the deed was a setup by 
North American and Honduran in
terests. 

I don't think it was either. Dial and 
Dick were engaged in a hazardous 
profession and both well knew the 
risk they were taking when they went 
out on an afternoon drive on that road 
from Trojes to Cienfuentes. And 
sometimes risk-takers lose. 

Why were they driving in a little car 
at all? Well , that's the way one has to 
cover Honduras and El Salvador. It's 
not like Southeast Asia where trans
portation was free and easy via the 
American military or the CIA's Air 

training given to the Hondurans cen
tered basically on counter-terrorism 
and counter-insurgency. Americans 
gave instruction in COIN tactics, rifle 
marksmanship, parachuting and air 
mobility (choppers). 

Says a U.S. official : "The Honduran 
Army was under-equipped and ill
trained. It was a gentleman's army." 

In the "Soccer War" with El Salva
dor in 1969 the Honduran Army was 
pushed back (although the Honduran 
Air Force quickly won complete con
trol of the skies - a unique conflict in 
which one side won the land war, the 
other the air war). 

With the arming of Nicaragua by the 
communist countries, the primary 
threat to Honduras changed. 

Says the U.S. officer: "The Nicara
guan threat was their tanks, 

America. Riding to battles in helicop
ters was in of itself a dangerous busi
ness but, believe me, it beat hell out 
of driving on Central Ame rican 
"roads" in rental cars - which is the 
only way one can get around. An air
plane or chopper ride over there is a 
seldom-achieved luxury. 

We drove all over northern and 
northeastern El Salvador during a re
cent trip there, to places where the 
guerrillas had been until a few hours 
or days or weeks earlier. Once three 
of us entered a village where just 
hours before a guerrilla-Civil De
fense force fire fight of. 10-hours 
duration had occurred, resulting in 
the deaths of 15 men loyal to the 
government. Villagers said the insur
gents were undoubtedly watching 
from the surrounding jungle. 

Another time someone suggested 
a drive "to Santa Clara to see if the 
government troops are in there like 
they say they are." Fortunately they 
were. 

And while driving yet another road, 
someone inquired, "This road hasn't 
been mined lately, has it?" 

That indicates neither bravery nor 
foolhardiness. As a colleague com
mented, "People who don't like to do 
this can always go into public rela
tions." 

Well, so ended the careers of Dial 
Torgerson and Dick Cross. They 
were at least doing something they 
wanted to do and at which they excel
led. That means something in this 
world. 

There will be more. So far 12 news
people have perished while covering 
Central American conflicts. That will 
continue to happen so long as these 
wars last and they don't give any in
dication of fading away. 

Hopefully, it won't be as many as 
the 55 either killed or still listed mis
sing in Southeast Asia. ~ 
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their moderate air mobility, their 
wheeled, armored personnel carriers 
backed by medium- to long-range 
artillery, including rocketry. Honduras 
needed a small, well-armed, 
well -trained mobile forc;:e that could 
react to the Nicaraguan threat on the 
ground. The problem was, in effect, 
how to train the equivalent of a light 
infantry division. " 

The decision was made not to 
follow the usual procedure of having 
the United States train a series of 
Honduran units. In that system, 
eventually troops would leave the 
units, and untrained manpower would 
replace them, thus gradually diluting 
the effects of the U.S. efforts. 

It was decided that instead the 
United States would train men to 
teach others within a team, a concept 
the Hondurans particularly liked. The 
Americans train a Honduran unit, the 
Honduran unit then trains another 
Honduran unit. The Americans 
provide support but phase out as the 
process continues. The American 
mobile training team can then begin 
with another Honduran unit, and so 
on . (The MTT consists of between 12 
and 15 men.) 

In a typical cycle an MTT takes a 
150-man Honduran company. Basic 
infantry training is reviewed, and 
special instruction given to officers 
and sergeants. 

Then the Americans work with 
10-man Honduran squads, and 
afterward with 30- to 40-man 
platoons. The Hondurans are 
instructed in ambushing, day and 
night patrolling , and general offensive 
and defensive tactics. 

Finally, the company as a whole 
receives training, including 
chopper-borne air mobility. 

MilGroup assistance for the air 
force centers on training helicopter 
pilots. In addition, an effort is being 
made at what is called 
"professionalization. " Honduran flyers 
had been jacks-of-all-trades who had 
to fly various kinds of aircraft. The 
Americans would prefer that they 
specialize and become experts with 
particular aircraft. 

50 SOJ,DlllR OI' FORTUNE 

Honduran trooper prepares to f ire 84mm 
Carl Gustav M2-550 after U.S. Special 
Forces instructor's demonstration. 
Photo: Marcial Sevilla 

Capt. Thomas G. Foster IV, U.S. SF 
commander , holds class for 11th 
Battalion officers. Hondurans in turn train 
other units. Photo: Marcial Sevilla 

American SF trainers use visual aids in 
lectures to troops. Here M16 diagrams 
illustrate weapon 's anatomy so 
Hondurans can learn field-stripping and 
cleaning. Photo: Jay Mallin 

As combat becomes more frequent 
training intensifies, especially with heavy 
weapons like this 81 mm mortar. Photo: 
Marcial Sevilla 

NOVEMBER/83 



NOVEMBER/83 

Training for the small Honduran 
Navy centers on small-boat handling, 
navigation, maintenance and 
electronic engineering. (A primary task 
of the Honduran Navy today is to try 
to halt the flow of arms from 
Nicaragua through the Gulf of 
Fonseca to Salvadoran guerrillas. All 
three countries border on the gulf. For 
its surveillance the Hondurans use six 
25-foot whalers and three 65-foot 
patrol craft.) 

Members of a 140-man Honduran 
Army unit lie prone on canvas or palm 
fronds. Special Forces trainers lean 
close, giving guidance. One trainer 
cautions: " Don't yank the trigger. 
Caress it as if you were playing with 
yourself." They are receiving training 
in firing the M 16s with which they 
have recently been equipped. 

The earth is dusty and a bulldozer 
kicks up more red dust as it levels 
ground. The nearby hills are streaked 
with brown; the area suffers from a 
drought. Ironically, a few miles to the 
north there is plenty of water: the 
Caribbean Sea. 

On the coast is the town of Puerto 
Castilla. Here on 14 June 1983, 125 
American troops came ashore from 
the U.S. Navy LST Lamoure County. 
The troops were the 1st Battalion of 
the 7th Special Forces, plus a few 
specialists such as communicators. 
The arrival of the Americans marked a 
major step-up in the U.S. program to 
train Salvadoran, Honduran and 
possibly other Central American 
troops. 

Space had been cleared amidst the 
thick foliage and more was being 
cleared when SOF visited the remote 
area. A well had been dug to provide 
water, but water continues to be a 
major problem, especially when men 
go on long patrols in the searing heat 
of day. Eighty 16-man olive-green 
tents had been put up and some 45 
more were planned. (They were not 
yet being used; U.S. personnel were 
living in trailers in Puerto Castilla.) 

Wooden buildings which will house 
a· headquarters, a warehouse and a 
medical dispensary are being rapidly 
constructed. 

The base is called the Regional 
Military Training Center. Technically it 
is a Honduran Army base, 
commanded by Honduran Lt. Col. 
Filander Ucles Armijo. In actuality this 
is a Special Forces outpost. 
Commanding the SF are Lt. Col. John 
Mirus of Pasco, Wash., and Maj. Art 
Zieske of Baton Rouge, La. 

The establishment of this regional 
center is of major importance. In 
war-torn El Salvador the United States 
has limited U.S. trainers to 55 at any 
one time. Now, with the training 
center in operation, the United States 
can significantly expand its 
instructional program. 
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Because of the ill-will stemming 
from the war between El Salvador and 
Honduras, there had been resistance 
in Honduras to letting Salvadoran 
troops into the country. 

One Honduran political party stated: 
"Honduras should be neither the 
stepping stone for extra-regional 
forces nor a sanctuary for regional 
forces who intend to use our territory 
to serve their own- interests." 

Nevertheless, the Honduran 
congress voted to permit the 
Salvadorans to come in for training . 

The first Salvadoran unit to receive 
instrt1ction is the Arce Battalion, a light 
infantry group. The first Salvadorans 
- 57 men including two officers and 
10 non-coms - arrived 29 July, flown 
into the nearby city of Trujillo. Says a 
U.S. officer: "This is the first time a 
Salvadoran battalion will be trained by 
Americans in Central America as a 
unit, not piece by piece. Our squad 
leaders will work with their squad 
leaders, our platoon leaders with their 
platoon leaders, our company leaders 
with their company leaders." Included 
within the program will be instruction 
on human rights , particularly the 
treatment of POWs and of detained 
civilians. 

The first unit trained by the SF was 
a 140-man Honduran security force 
which will guard the base. Training 
was on patrolling, communications, 
site security and the checking of 
persons and vehicles. 

Typical of the Honduran soldiers is 
Luis Felicita Zapata, who is 16 years 
old. He found the training to be "very 
good." Felicita is paid 50 lempiras a 
month (about $25) . He was drafted 
while coming out of a movie house in 
Trujillo. Commented an observer 
wryly : "Rocky Ill has been the best 
recrui ting instrument the Honduran 
Army has." 

The 11th Battalion of the Honduran 
Army is strategically placed at 
Salamar, a locality near the town of 
San Lorenzo in the southernmost 
reach of the country. The 11th is but a 
few miles from the Gulf of Fonseca, 
whose waters lap on the shores of 
Honduras, El Salvador and Nicaragua. 
Nicaraguan territory is within sight of 
the battalion. The gulf has been one 
of the routes used by Nicaragua to 
send weapons to El Salvador, and the 
Nicaraguans also clandestinely ship 
arms overland because a mere 60 
miles or so of Honduran territory 
separate the Nicaraguan and 
Salvadoran borders. 

One of the responsibilities of the 
11th is to intercept these arms 
shipments, and weapons have indeed 
been found. Some discoveries have 
been publicly announced; others have 
not. The battalion prefers to keep its 
operations secret. American trainers 
report that occasionally a unit with 
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ABOVE: American Special Forces trainer 
prepares Honduran Army squad for field 
exercise near Nicaraguan border. 
Troopers carry M16 rifles. Photo: Marcial 
Sevilla 

which they have been working will 
break training and head off 
somewhere; later it returns and 
training is resumed. 

The 11th Battalion has one of the 
U.S. Special Forces MTTs that are in 
the country (the other is in the 
northern part of Honduras). Capt. 
Thomas G. Foster IV, an Army brat 
born in San Francisco, headed a 
reinforced (15 men) A-team which 
arrived 22 April 1983 from Panama. 
Foster and his men set about giving a 
150-man Honduran company an 
intensive six-week basic ;nfantry 
course. The Honduran soldiers call it 
contra-insurgencia, but it is more than 
that. 

Says Foster: "We are heavy on live 
firing . We are heavy on patrolling. 

BELOW: Camouflage-draped Honduran 
trooper asks U.S. trainer if course is 
correct during small-unit fie ld exercise. 
Photo: Marcial Sevilla 

Basically we are teaching them how 
to shoot, move and communicate." A 
portion of the training is specifically 
directed at the Honduran officers. 
Instruction is given in map reading , 
how to give orders and what tactics 
are. 

The purpose of the program run by 
the Americans is not merely to train 
particular Honduran units but to 
launch a process whereby the 
Hondurans will train themselves. 
Honduran counterparts initially worked 
with the Americans and then became 
a Honduran MTT, commanded by Lt. 
Jose Amilcar Flores. It consists of two 
officers and 13 NCOs. 

Upon completion of training the first 
company, Flores' team took over the 
training cycle. Most of the Americans 
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ABOVE: U.S. trainer explains patrol 
movement to M16-toting 11th Battalion 
soldier during in-field exercise. Photo: 
Marcial Sevilla 
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BELOW: Honduran troop takes American 
camouflage lessons seriously as he 
guards perimeter, M16 at the ready, 
during field exercise. Photo: Marcial 
Sevilla 

departed, leavjng five to support the 
Honduran MTI. Previously there was 
one American for each Honduran 
squad . Now there is one American for 
each platoon. Eventually the. U.S. and 
Honduran teams hope to train the 
entire 11th Battalion. 

Security is topnotch at the base. 
Honduran troops stand on the road in 
front of the battalion's quarters - no 
sitting under palm trees here . Manned 
outposts are scattered throughout the 
bush and hills that surround the base. 

For the Americans security is a 
particular problem because of the 
possibility of terrorist attacks upon 
them. The Americans work out of a 
"team room" - cluttered with 
everything from maps and canteens to 
weapons - but they don't live on 
base. They sleep in different places, 
never staying at any one of them for 
long. Here one night, there another, 
some nights out on patrol with the 
Hondurans. 

Face photos of the Americans 
(except Foster) are not permitted. 

The day SOF visited the battalion: 
An American sergeant was working 

his way through the shrubbery with a 
Honduran squad . He wasn't leading 
the Hondurans; rather he was 
providing advice to the squad leader. 
The trainer comments: "Unlike 
American soldiers they carry their 
ammunition with them. They don't 
have to keep running to the ammo 
bunker. " 

Elsewhere in a flat area American 
trainers were teaching Hondurans 
how to use 81 mm Argentine mortars. 
These had just arrived and are 
considered of good quality. Each is 
equipped with its own harness. 

Capt. Foster, using a chalk board, 
was lecturing to a group of Honduran 
officers. 

On a firing range away from the 
main-base area, three American 
trainers were showing Hondurans how 
to aim and fire Swedish Carl Gustaf 
84mm antitank weapons. The 
Hondurans cautioned each other, 
"Open your mouth , open your mouth ," 
as the explosions resounded through 
the hills. 

The flames of war are licking at the 
Honduran frontier. The United States 
is helping the Hondurans prepare for 
possible conflict against a militarily 
stronger neighbor. 

A race against time is under way: 
The Hondurans must soon be reac'.y 
to meet whatever dangers may arise. 
If the United States can help them 
become substantially more powerful , 
this could well become a key 
deterrent in preventing all-out war 
from developing. 

In the meantime, growing tensions 
- and firing on the border - seem 
just about inevitable. J:~ 

soumm OF l'Oll'l'UNE 53 



BOB 
DENA 

France's Master 
Mere Goes Hollywood 

by Robert Roman 
Photo: Gamma/Liaison 
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Mercenary Col. Bob Denard inspects 
wounded Congolese soldiers with Maj . Gen. 
Louis Bobozo, Congolese Army commander, 
at Kisangani, The Congo, in 1967. Photo: 
UPI 

I T was 0330 , 13 May 1978. Time fo r 
disembarkation. Fifty French mercenar

ies and a dog s lipped down the side of the 
batte red trawler and c lambered into moto
rized rubber rafts. They shoved off, heading 
for the starlit Itsandra Beach on Moroni in 
the Comoro Islands. The three rafts touched 
sand at precisely 0400 . The mercenaries 
jumped into the surf, moved onto the beach 
and formed up into three assault groups. 
Swiftly and s ilently they moved on the ir 
target: an o ld mans ion looming up just 
beyond the beach , the residence of the presi
dent of the Comoros. 

In the best Ho llywood traditio n (Fre nch 

NOVEMBER/83 

meres are ardent film fans). the assaull 
teams stormed the res ide nce. guns blazing . 
The meres blas ted the eight-man presiden
tia l guard . killing five. burst into the ho use 
and raced upsta irs to the maste r bedroom. 

They broke through the door . The presi
dent was in bed with two naked Creole 
women. He stared calml y at Bob De nard . 

· "I' ve been expecting you . " he said. 
De nard nodded. " I know: · he replied. 

" T he prophecy . You "ve been expecting the 
man w ith the dog. · ' He patted the big Ger
man shepherd poised beside him . 

Sure it sounds like bad melodrama - but 
that's Bob Denard . He goes through life as 
if a script write r were at his s ide dic tating 
dia logue . Only a Denard would select as 
motto for his men Le monde notre patrie. 
(The world is our country) . an unabashed 
plagiarism o f the French Fore ign Legion· s 
Legio Patria Nostrum. But it works - a t 

least for Denard. 
It 's that son of thing that makes Bob 

Denard the world 's most famous mercen
ary. 

Denard is constant!y on s tage, even when 
death is as real and imminent as the bullets 
aimed at him . His world m ust a lways see 
him through a m agni fy ing g lass flam
boyantly. Yet , his li festyle is c landestine
a paradox whic h only adds to public in
terest. In person he rad iates a glittering 
charisma , an effect he has cultivated over 
the years. 

Yet , real-li fe me lodrama does seem to 
more than meet him halfway. And Denard 
the n supp lies the other ha / f of the scenario . 
T ake the Comoro Is lands caper and the 
thing with the dog . 

Continued on page 88 
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LEBANON 

RIGHT: Marines 
spend a lot of 

time on jeep patrols 
in downtown Beirut, 

more for visibility than 
actual reconnaissance, 

but in a place filled with so 
many armed militias, the 

patrols are not without 
danger. BELOW: U.S. Marine 

mans rifle range spotting 
scope at Marine 

Headquarters near Beirut 
airport. 

to nobody in particular. I heard somebody 
take a swig from a beer. Low-hanging clouds 

flashed with the muzzle blast of a battery hid
den behind the hills. 

"Mostly they shoot at each other's vil
lages," offered someone. "Those turkeys 

can't hit anything smaller." 
"They just can't get organized," someone 

said, this being an expression of great contempt 
from a Marine. Jarheads are not noted for re

specting much of anybody, but they are unusual
ly unimpressed, even for them, by Mideasterners. 

The .locals just aren't organized. 
They aren't exactly in the space-age, either. 

A couple of reporters of my acquaintance 
had nearly been killed by the Syrians in the 

Bekaa Valley. The Syrians thought they 
were vectoring in Israeli fighters with their 

light meters. 
J eep patrols take up a lot of the Marines' time. 

The purpose isn't to find the bad guys and blow 
them away, but to show the flag and let everybody 

know that the troops are here. Really, it's a diploma
tic mission. Unfortunately, diplomacy in these parts 

can take the form of flinging a grenade into a jeepful of 
Marines, killing an ambassador or blowing up the Amer

ican Embassy. There aren't any good guys in the Mideast. 
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BELOW: Marines 
stay in close contact 
while on patrols; 
although they have 
not had any trouble 
on patrols yet, the 
Marines are very 
careful - they 
remember the U.S. 
Embassy. 

Loyalties change fast here. Any group in
digenous to the Middle East might for 
reasons clear or hidden want to kill Amer
icans. The trick to this job is staying very care
ful , day after day, even though nothing hap
pens. Eventually something will, and the 
careless will go home in body bags. The 
Marines are careful. 

In early afternoon I put on a flak jacket and 
pot and joined several jeeps at HQ for patrol. It 
was hot, bright, the kind of light that puts heavy 
shadows under helmet rims and screws up 
photography. The men looked healthy and 
confident as they got into battle gear and lis
tened to the lieutenant's briefing. He spread 
out a map on the hood of his jeep to show 
me our route. The path changes every time 
out for obvious reasons. 

"OK, mount up; let's do it," a sergeant hol
lered and we climbed into the open vehicles. I 
thought of other jeeps and other roads farther 
east. The Corps doesn't change: same tough young 
studs, same lean officers, just different roads. 

The jeep cranked into life with a noise like a coffee 
grinder full of C-ration cans. (I've never heard a jeep that 
didn't sound like it had more than 20 feet to go before it 
died.) We headed out single file. At the gate magazines 
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LEBANON 
Marine 
Amphibious 
Unit rotating in 
on Beirut's 
Black Beach in 
LVT P-7s. 

clicked into 16s and the man next to me arranged the LAW on the floor so he could get 
to it if he had to. 

We turned right and down the road toward Beirut, past the unfinished mosque rising on the right 
like a concrete mushroom. Beyond the city the hills rose, brown and dry, splotched with villages. 

The jeep whined and the wind blew cool and we passed a line of trucks carrying French paras. 

Downtown. I was in the back seat with a young Marine in glasses who didn't say much. The jeeps were spread 
out to make it hard for an ambush to take out more than one of them. The drivers try to keep Lebanese vehicles 
from getting in between. Traffic swirled around us: bikes, scooters, cars, pedestrians, all racing in different 
directions in the chaos that passes for traffic in the Third World. It's scary: Any one of them could pull out a 
9mm and take out a couple of guys. The lieutenant in front held a radio handset constantly to his mouth. He 
turned to talk to me when he could. 

" We haven't had any trouble on patrol since we've been here, but you can't depend on it. Look at the 
Embassy. He's on your six, coming up . .. . " 

This last was into the radio, not to me. A motorcycle had come up fast from behind and was weaving 
recklessly in and out among the jeeps. Probably he was just a local hotrod. "Probably" is a dangerous word in 
the Middle East. Terrorists on motorcycles have been known to come alongside a jeep and drop things in. This 
one wasn't going to. 

" What do you do if he goes for a weapon? Blow him away?" I asked. 
"You better believe it." 
This is as good a place as any to say that the Marines in Beirut look good, real good. For over a year the PR 

types in D.C. had been telling me that the Corps is getting good material these days, that deadheads and guys 
who screw up aren't allowed to reup. Somewhat to my surprise, this turns out to be true. 

These guys were fit, efficient, confident, and knew what they were doing. In fact they acted like combat 
vets, which the young ones weren't. They're smart: Average IQ is way up. If we have ever had a 

better Marine Corps, I haven't seen it - and I don't say that just because I can't think of 
anything else to write. 

Martyr's Square. This is a downtown square that was blown to hell during the civil 
war. The destruction was incredible. The lieutenant called a five-minute pit stop. We parked 

by mounds of deserted rubble and put out security. They kept an eye on upstairs windows. The city 
is full of weird sects and splinter groups, including the KGB, any of whom could decide that liquidating a 

few Marines might help whatever the hell their particular sacred cause was. Khomeini's men, for example, are 
here. You watch the windows. 

While everybody took a leak, I walked around the square looking into blasted bunkers built into the lower 
stories. The sandbags were splitting with age. I wondered how much good they did the guys inside. 
An hour later we were driving uphill on a narrow street between high buildings. Cars suddenly appeared and 

jammed the way, forcing us to stop. That wasn't a good sign. Security hopped quickly off the jeeps and 
spread out. Men remaining in the jeeps began scanning the roofs and balconies overhead. They 

were real serious about it. Nothing happened. Just a traffic jam - this time. 
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LEFT: Marines run 
careful patrols in 
downtown Beirut: route 
changes daily, convoy is 
s p re ad out to prevent 
multiple target s, civilian 
vehicle s a r e n't allo wed 
between jeeps. BELOW: 
Marines relax in barracks 
during off-time. 

Around midnight. I was asleep in my cot u'nder jury-rigged mosquito netting. Every 
time I moved, it collapsed and wrapped around me and the mosquitos moved in for the kill. 

Suddenly, there came a loud ka-boom with a sharp edge to it that meant somebody wasn't 
· friendly. The boys in the hills were dropping something a damned sight closer than they usually did. 

Somebody hollered, "We're taking incoming!", which in fact we weren't yet, and I rolled off the cot most skosh. 
My first thought was, "There goes that goddam net agai11." Sure enough, I was wrapped up in it like a fly in a 
web. What worried me was that those rounds, whatever tl\ey had been, might have been registration shots for 
a further salvo right on top of us. Nobody had shelled the Marines before, a point which meant exactly nothing, 
and even a Mid-Easterner could hit something as big as Headquarters. Well, maybe he could. 

As I waited for more rounds, it suddenly struck me that t owardice had virtues I had overlooked. I headed 
for the shelters out back. It was barely worth doing. The Marines have never really understood 

bunkers. All they had was a hole with a few sandbags around it. Some things never change. 

Headquarters. The gunny was feeding the goat its bottle. Yeah, goat: Mark One, 
small. To keep the grass down, the Marines had bought a small, dying black he-goat. A 

military vet had reworked it extensively. It revived, began eating like three goats and gained 
weight. The gyrenes named it General Bill E. Goat and gave it the run of the compound. To avoid the 

objection that he didn ' t do anything , they 
assigned him to security - a sign in . the com
pound read: Beware of Guard Goat. 
G~neral Billy hadn't really learned how to butt ~ 

yet, but he would lean up against your leg with 
his little bitty horns and sort of push. If the 
Marines ever find a sapper dead in the wire with a 
pair of bruises on his lower leg, well, they' ll know 
Billy got him. Billy ate three bottles of milk a day, 
some tomatoes and lettuce, and all t he C-ration 
parts nobody wanted. Somet imes he ate news
papers while people were reading them. 

MARINE MASCOT 
MURDERED 

by Donna DuVall 
Gen. Bill E. Goat, the young kid adopted by the U.S. 

Marines' 22nd Amphibious Unit in Lebanon who rose 
rapidly to a generalship in less than a year, returned to the 
United States to less than a hero's welcome. Billy, who was obtained to keep the grass mowed, became a local celebrity as the 
Marines' mascot in Beirut. Having completed his tour in Lebanon, the he-goat was to have returned to stateside duty as the mascot 

for the traditional Army-Navy football game. However, the Department of Agriculture had diffe rent plans for the Lebanese 
veteran. Upon his arrival in New York , federa l veterinarians from the DOA had him put to death because they 

feared he carried hoof-and-mouth disease. Robert Gale, supervisory veterinary medical officer fo r the 
Kennedy Airport import office, defended the feds' action: " It was an illegal entry. We' re just trying to 

protect the livestock industry in the United States. " Pan Am Airlines had given General Billy, 
as his Leathernecks fondly called him, free passage from Beirut. Another Marine hero 

has gone the way of Chesty Puller and John Wayne. 
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~h. One ~ne Amphibious Unit was moving out and another 
rol:fltfog in. The gyrenes think they are here for the long haul, and they 

are right.The day was clear and warm. On the horizon, ships of the fleet moved 
il:. On the beach. troops set up markers. CH-46s fwop-fwopped overhead. 

the distance, the landing craft must have hit the water because I could see white smears 
toward the beach: LVT P-7s, the successor to the old P-5 Amtrac of 'Nam. They grew 

submerged until the bottom shallowed out and they heaved up and churned 
in clouds of spray. The crews unbuttoned and stuck their heads out of the 

- same cocky tractor-rats I used to know. The big green-and-tan brutes 

and the tanks. hour after hour. Everything seemed to go smoothly. The 
their ramps when they got dose in, and the armor howled and 

and rocked up onto shore. Line after line of trucks and troops poured 
ishiilgton. the armchair soldiers like to say that the amphibious 



mission of the Corps is obsolete. Everything is obsolete until you need 
it. These guys can bring a lot of stuff ashore fast, a talent I'd hate to lose. 

Interestingly, the Marines are not terribly impressed by the ISRlelts. The 
reason$ are not surprising if you look at the question from a military instead Qf a~ 
point of view. Tbe Israeli Defense Forces - IDF - have never had to fight a decent anmt 
The various Arab armies are numerically strong, but consist of illiterate Third-World so 
generally other than splendidly trained, who have trouble understanding anything With m 
parts. A man who can't read a manual won't maintain his truck very well. 

In particular, running an air war requires large numbers of technically sharp people. ·1$t~lfi11 
Western standards in this. Arabs aren't. It is no accident that the IDF relies heavily on air po\'ftl'. 

Further, the Israelis are not - despite the impression given by the press - the underdog 
some think they are. They usually outnumber their opponents in the air, and their equipment is ~ 
American F-15s, F-16s (probably the best clear-air dogfighters ever made), E-2Cs, ECM gear and so on. By c 
the Arabs fly MiG-23s and below. · 

For my money, the Israelis genuinely excel in organization and leadership, which teni:l to be American weak po 
When they plan an operation, they do it according to military realities. The men who do it are practicill., 
soldiers. This, more than anything else, accounts for their successes. Americans would overplan the same o 
by involving too many people, most of them not really competent to do it, and then let Jimmy Carter direct it 
White House. 

But most Israeli troops are reserves and, even though well-organized, are not up to the stan 
professionals like the Marines. Their fire discipline is less than spectacular. In fact, they hit a mi~ 
day and nearly killed some Marines by firing in all directions with a cal. .50, putting some rouni;ls 
through gyrene HQ. 

A point of particular note is that IDF is at its best in lightning attacks. In Beirut it appears to 
getting bogged down in a war of mines and sniping and ambushes. They are not good at it. Ev~~ 
were occupying, conquered territory takes numbers, and the Israelis haven't got them. As onaJ~e.. 
said, "Welcome to Vietnam, suckers." 



LEBANON 
The idea of the peace-keeping force, of which the Marines are part, is to give the Lebanese Army time to build 

up so that it can control the various warring factions by itself. Almost nobody has much hope that it will ever 
be able to do it. There are too many private armies and religious militias and invaders for a new small force 
to handle: the Falange, Druse, ~addad's people in South Lebanon, the PLO, Iranians, Syrians, Israelis-
you name it. Militarily, Lebanon makes Guatemala look like a super-power. They just aren't up to it. 

With flag flying high, 
U.S. M-60 tank rollu1 

off ramp of Jandi111g 
boat off Beirut's coas t. 



They try; though. Early in the morning at Marine HQ, platoons of Lebs came pounding 
by in formation. Just when they got to the Marine tents, they shouted in cadence, "We are 

the-ee Leb-a-nese! Mighty, mighty Lebanese!" Everybody chuckled. "Bleeping hamsters," one 
sergeant said, shaking his head and smiling. The Marines like the Lebs fine. They just aren't impressed 

with their military prowess. 
Another problem, and I suspect a serious one, is that the Leb Army has factions within itself. One soldier, 

talking to an American, pointed to himself and said, "Me, Falange." Loyalties to the various factions may be 
stronger than loyalties to the national army. I wish them luck. They'll need it. Many people here suspect that 
Israel and Syria would like to annex parts of the country. 

My last night with the Marines. I got a beer and walked along the long perimeter road that curved away 
from headquarters. The sun was setting and the gunny was feeding the goat. They were firing in the 

hills again. Several noncoms were out running, sweating in the heat. I don't pretend to know 
what's going to happen here, but these guys can handle it. ~ 

ON THE 
MEDIA TRAIL 

IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 
by Fred Reed 

Bouncing across southern Lebanon is a 
convoy of 125 reporters, photographers and TV 

crazies in 25 rented Subarus, the assembled war 
correspondents of the Western world. Somehow I don' t 
think this is how Ernie Pyle did it. We look like a traffic jam 
in Tokyo. Photographers dangle acrobatically from win
dows. Three TV cameras protrude like poorly thought-out 
plumbing from the car ahead, intently filming a wrecked 
jeep. A Brazilian TV crew has crawled onto the roof of its 
car. Arabs stare, deeply puzzled. They have seen any 
number of armies roaring about, but nothing so quintes
sentially mad as this. 

For six days I have been living in hotels on Israeli 
borders with this horde. It is like living in a cageful of 
histrionic tarantulas. Nowhere but in a war zone have I 
seen such bellicose, courageous, rude, egotistical, pre
posterously masculine, faintly reptilian rogues, all working 
hard at being Marlboro Men. A fellow with a codpiece 
concession could coin money. Heaven knows what the 
Arabs would think of that. 

We pull into Nabatieh, a village. The Israeli escorts eye 
the anarchic bullheaded mob like snappish sheepdogs. 
They know that everybody here wants to escape and get 
his Subaru blown out from under him at the front. A war 
correspondent feels slighted by fate if he is not almost 
blown up every day or two. To a large degree they believe 
they are the actors in this scene; the arrnies are props. They 
look forward to sitting in dark foreign bars in the manner of 
Hemingway at his most excessive and saying, "Yes, bit of 
a tiff in '82, got my bloody Subaru shot out from under me, 
ought to bullet-proof the things ... happens, you know. " 

Some Palestinian prisoners are on display for us in a " 1lf 
courtyard, so that we can see how benevolently the Israelis 
treat their captives. The journalists alight in a pack and race toward the alarmed prisoners. The TV guys jog along in pairs, one 
carrying the camera and the other a suitcase full of batteries or whatever. Waving their microphones like the tendrils of some 
underwater beast, balancing cameras on high to see over those in front, they shout incomprehensible questions at the bewildered 
Palestinians. 

The numerical superiority of the press and its lamentable assertiveness combine, as usual, to dominate the scene. One hundred 
twenty-five irritated reporters - "Hey, hey, outa the way, buddy, I got pictures to take. Hey you. . " - engulf and then digest a 
dozen Christian militiamen on a pair of armored personnel carriers. Nabatieh is now a Press Event. The public will never see this 
absurd performance. However, every photographer will carefully frame out the other newsmen, giving the saleable impression that 
he alone was out there in no-man's land. 

Bored, I stand with some other reporters next to an Israeli jeep. A framed picture of Yasser Arafat is tied to the bumper. I grin, 
knowing a GI gag when I see one, but a camera crew begins jogging toward us with its suitcase. The TV types have detected a Visual 
in ol ' Arafat. The Israeli frantically snatches the picture away: If that goes on the satellite to 500 million viewers, right above the 
license plate of his jeep, he will have a central position with a firing squad. 

The reporters are grousing about the TV clowns and how they don 't know what news is and how they're always in the way. This is 
true. Of the major ethnic groups of the news racket, TV types are truly pestilential - comparatively. They carry more electronics 
than the space shuttle, all wired together with cables. They need absolute quiet for their microphones, nobody else in the picture, a 
lot of time to set up and a long time to shoot. Reporters usually think TV people should be chained in their hotels during a war, and 
also between wars. This is wisdom. 

Finally the Subaru Bureau remounts and heads home. For any other class of people, driving out of a small town would be done in 
comity and safety. But no. Everybody jumps in his car as if beginning a Grand Prix, backs fiercely into the crowd and spins the tires 

viciously trying to be first in the convoy. The idea is to be first to the telephones on reaching the hotel. For this they are 
perfectly willing to run down seven or eight colleagues and a few slow Arabs, and bash into an armored personnel 

carrier. 
Again we bump across southern Lebanon, cameras protruding, Arabs puzzling: a Japanese used car 

Jot on the move. ~ Reprinted with permission from the Washington Times. 
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F IDEL Castro , soon after becoming 
Cuba' s newest dictator in the early 

hours of the first day of 1959 , dispatched 
fledgling spies abroad to provide intelli
gence support fo r the export of his revolu
tion . Some of his agents were teenagers who 
had fought wi th Castro during his two years 
in the Sierra Maestre mountains. The raw 
intelligence operatives were ridiculed from 
Mexico City to Tokyo when they pretended 
to be diplomats. Castro's spies could be 
spotted easily at embassy receptions with 
their long hair , unkempt beards, ill-fitting 
black suits and, invariably, hip bulges 
which scarcely concealed Colt .45-caliber 
automatic pistols, favored weapon of the 
General Directorate of Intelligence (DGl). 

The DGI was Cuban in its early period , 
but was nursed through growing pains by 
the Committee of State Security , the Soviet 
secret service known as the KGB. From the 
beginning the Russ ians molded the DGI into 
its own image. KGB instructors taught 
Cubans the tradecraft of clandestine opera
tions before they were posted overseas. 
Soon the appearance of DGI agents changed 
- their hair was trimmed, cut of clothing 
improved and ostentatious handguns were 
replaced with more discreet sidearms. 

While Castro welcomed Soviet tutelage 
for the DGI, he resisted KGB schemes to 
control his intelligence service . His trusted 
DGI chief, Manuel Pineiro, had studied at 
Columbia University in New York, was 
married to an American and suspected Rus
sian motives. Pineiro kept an eye on the 
KGB colonel who worked in an adjacent 
office. Other Soviet officers occupied 
advisory posi tions in the DGI and Pineiro 
watched them, too , reporting to his "max
imum chief, " Fidel Castro. 

The tricks of the espionage trade taught 
by KGB officers to DGI agents were tested 
in the field when Castro attempted to export 
his revolution, often violently, to most of 
the countries of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. The Kremlin did not approve; 
the Politbu ro considered the adventures 
foolhardy and, worse, they didn't conform 
to the party line. '.fhe Soviets discouraged 
Castro's revolutionary antics, suggesting he 
subvert his enemies quietly , Russian-style. 

When Fidel Castro spumed Soviet pol i
tical guidance the DGJ became a chip in a 
game of power poker between the KGB on 
one side and Cas tro and Pineiro on the 
other. 

By late 1961 Soviet bids to win control of 
the DGI became increasingly blatant . Some 
Cuban agents sent to Moscow for training 
were recruited by the KGB ; others refused 
Russian blandishments, and reported the 
pitch to Pineiro. Fidel Castro tolerated the 
intrigue for over a year before he called the 
Soviet bluff. In a March 1962 television 
harangue - three hours on camera , shorter 
than most of his speeches - Castro casti
gated the Soviets for maneuvering to steal 
his revolution and suborn his secret service. 

The contest for power in Cuba continued 
for six years. Then , in early 1968 , Castro 
again challenged the Russians by jailing 34 
pro-Moscow Cuban officials . 

66 SOI.DIER OF FORTUNE 

CASTRO 
Sons of the K 

by David 

NOVEM!3ER/83 



'S SPIES 
GB Grow Up 

Atlee Phillips 
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Then the Russians played the oil card. 
Petroleum shipments from the Black Sea 

to Cuban ports dwindled to a trickle and , in 
some cases, dried up completely. "The oil 
refineries are shut down for repairs ," was 
the official Russian explanation. The Cuban 
economy sagged disa s trously. Castro 
wanted desperately to call the Soviet hand. 
Once he ordered a census of Cuban oxen in 
the vain hope that the sugar harvest could be 
reaped without Russian fuel. The economy 
neared collapse. 

Castro threw in his hand in the aftermath 
of the Prague Spring of 1968 , when the 
Czech uprising was crushed by Soviet 
tanks . Except in Chile, leaders of every 
Communist Party in Latin America aban
doned the party line to denounce the 
Soviets. Cubans expected Castro to join the 
chorus of condemnation in a television 
speech . Then the Russian ambassador met 
with Castro privately. Perhaps the subject of 
discussion was oil. Whatever was said , 
Fidel Castro's speech , brief and blunt , stun
ned Cubans - he praised the Russian inva-
sion of Czechoslovakia! · 

The Soviets had won the winner-take-all 
game. Cuba became a Russian stooge in 
international affairs, after Castro agreed not 
to criticize Soviet policy and to accept 5 ,000 
Soviet specialists to run the Cuban eco
nomy . In the intelligence arena , the DGI 
became a KGB surrogate. Manuel Pineiro 
was demoted; the new DGI chief reported 
directly to the KGB ; and Cuban spies 
around the world received new orders from 
headquarters . In Paris , the DGI chief sum
moned his staff and announced , "We are 
closer to the Soviets now ." Asked to ex
plain , he read aloud from the message from 
Havana: "We are working for our associ
ates, and will be taking on some of their 
jobs. " 

One job the Cubans undertook for the 
KGB in 1971 in England was a rescue mis
sion. The British government, exasperated 
by proliferating Soviet espionage activity , 
expelled 107 Russian diplomats. Without 
case officers to steer them, KGB networks 
foundered. But, a DGI defector in London 
later revealed , Cuban agents stepped in to 
handhold Soviet spies and keep espionage 
operations afloat until the KGB was able to 
replenish its staff with fresh diplomats. 

The Soviets , through the DGI and, to a 
lesser extent, their military intelligence ser
vice, the Chief Directorate of the Soviet 
General Staff (GRU) , used Cuban agents to 
their advantage during the 1970s. Castro '$ 
spies were especially useful in Africa and 
the Middle East. With the DGI pursuing 
Soviet ends, KGB advisers no longer dis
couraged violence in Cuban adventurism. 
KGB personnel and financing helped trans
form the island of Cuba into a vast academy 
for guerrillas and terrorists from more than 
50 countries. 

A lesson in Soviet endorsement of vio
lence, and Cuban promotion of it , is found 
in the principal textbook provided to stu
dents in secret schools in Cuba, a book 
published after the Russians came in 
charge. "Terrorism," instructs the Mini 
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ManwJ/ of the Urban Guerrilla, '·is an ac
tion tha t the urban guerrilla must execute 
with the greatest cold-bloodedness, calm
ness and decision." 

Students learn that assassination requires 
only a single guerrilla: " In many cases ," 
the manual reads, " the execution can be 
carried out by one sniper ... operating in 
absolute secrecy and in cold blood. " 

One Cuban training camp graduate be
came a celebrated assassin and notorious 
terrorist. [Jich Ramirez Sanchez, a Vene
zuelan usually known as "Carlos ," headed 
the squad which kidnapped 12 OPEC oil 
min isters in Vienna in 1975. Three persons 
were killed, wi th Carlos himself pumping 
fi ve bullets into one victim. The same year, 
in Pari s, Carlos perpetrated several blood
baths, includ ing one in which "with the 
grea test cold-b loodedness " he dropped an 
M-26 grenade from a nightclub balcony into 
the crowd below, wounding 30 people , two 
of them mortally. An informant led three 
French detectives to an apartment where 
Carlos was hidi ng. Although the police had 
the ad vantage of surprise, Carlos escaped 
after shooting and ki ll ing the informant and 
two of the policemen , and wounding the 
third. 

The shootout prompted the French In
terior Mini stry to issue a statement "con
firming the close link between terrori t net
works and the espionage services of certain 
states." The ambigui ty was deference to 
one state , the Soviet Un ion , which the 
French did not want to antagonize. But the 
French did not hesitate to name Cuba, and 
they expelled th ree DGf agents for conspir
ing to arrange Carlos' escape. 

The Cuban connection with Soviet in
telligence programs is not confined to DGI 
covert poli tical gambits or GRU military 
field operations. As the DGI has matured , 
its agents have become adept in the basic 
espionage task of gathering information. 
Cubans make good spies; they are usually 
clever , often personable. The Spanish
speaking operatives communicate effec
tively in Latin America, black Cubans blend 
into African situations and blond DGI 
agents are not conspicuous in Europe. 

But nowhere does the KGB get better 
operational m ileage from the DGI than in 
this country. 

The U.S. is described in KGB training 
lectures as ''the main enemy.· ' There are 
about 1,000 So viet in tell igence people in 
the United States, 400 of them undercover 
at the United Nat ions Mission in New York. 
This army o f spies makes the principal 
charge against American institutions, but 
ski rmishes are launched from the flank s. In 
Mex ico City. for instance , the large com
plement of KGB personnel in the Soviet 
Embassy is not there to pi lfer Mexican se
crets (there aren ' t many). but to use Mex ico 
as a base of operation against American 
targe ts. Similarly, DGI headquarters in 
Havana is a KGB command post for sorties 
into the United States. 

Offic ial cover for the DGI in the United 
States is limited , due to the absence of di-
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CIA CHIEF 
David.Atlee Phillips was chief of the 

CIA ' s Latin American and Caribbean 
operations until his retirement in 1975. 
During his CIA career he served twice 
on the island of Cuba. He is the founder 
of The Association of Former Intelli
gence Officers. Besides authoring three 
books, he writes and lectures frequently 
on intelligence matters. This article first 
appeared in The Retired Officer and is 
reprinted with permission from its 13 
January 1982 issue. 

plomatic relations between the two coun
tries. But 20 Cuban agents work out of the 
Cuban Interest Section in the Czech Embas
sy in Washington , and 80 in the United 
Nations Mission in New York. 

When diplomatic bille ts are scarce secret 
serv ices rely on " illega ls ," or deep-cover 
agents. The KGB has spent large sums and 
years of preparation in order to insinuate a 
single deep-cover spy into U.S. soc iety, 
usua lly after a stopover in an Eng li sh-

speaking coun trv to po lish language . Th e 
time and money is considered we ll spe nt . as 
spies need a cover. or lege nd. to expl ain 
their presence in the United States . 

The DGI has no such problem - it dis
patches agents into the United States quick 
ly and cheaply. 

" The only thing the KGB has to do ... 
explains Alfonso Tarabochio. a former Sen
ate counter-inte lli gence in ves ti gator , · · js 

throw the Cuban agents among the Cuban 
community to pretend they escaped by boat 
or they jumped the fence in Guantarnuno. · · 
Once DGI spies mingle with Cuban ex iles in 
a U.S. city, they have on ly to spout a few 
anti-Cas tro slogans to be accepted . · 'So 
the v don ' t have to build legend s I ike a 
Soviet or East German would have to do . or 
come to the U.S. either from Australia or 
South Africa , like some of the Soviets ha ve. 
They can come here directly , by boat " 

Once in the United States , the KGB-DGI 
spies opera te without much difficult y . The 
FBI is c ha rged with thw arti ng Cuban 
espionage , but o ne Burea u agent admits, 
· ' We might as well give the Cubans a 

Cuban-training-camp graduate Ilich Ramirez Sanchez, Venezuelan who became an 
infamous assassin and master terrorist under the name ' ·Carlos," or somdimes 
simply "the Jackal. " Photo: Wide World 
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Contingent of young American students journeyed to Cuba via Canada to work in 
Cuba 's sugar cane fields in 1970. Some believe that the " Venceremos Brigades" were 
used as train ing grounds for underground radical groups that could attack U.S. from 
within when they returned home. Photo: Wide World 
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license to spy. We have our hands fu ll 
watchin g Ru ss ians; there ' s simply not 
enough manpower or money to monitor 
Cuban activities adequately. '' 

Yet the FBI has foiled DGI operations 
which prove that Cuban intelligence poses a 
serious security threat. Some Cuban opera
tions have been ominous. For example, a 
DGI offi cer was expelled after he attempted 
to purloin the floor plans of then-Presirlp· 
Nixon ' s Florida residence. Othe , 
ers have fo llowed the James Bond tradition , 
as when the Cubans dangled a beautiful 
South African blonde, "Jenni fer," as sex
ual bait for bi g fi sh in Washington , hook ing 
at least one senior Department of State 
officer. 

Psychological warfare experts consider 
the DGI-sponsored Venceremos (We Will , 
Win) Brigades one of the most successful 
covert political operations in modern his
tory . Some 2 ,500 Americans , in 10 contin
gents , visited Cuba between 1969 and 1977 . 
The ostensible purpose was to cut Cuban 
sugar cane. In fac t, the Americans were 
encouraged to destroy their own society. 
U .S. Weathermen - mem bers of the 
underground radical group which boasted of 
bombing the U.S. Capitol - met Viet
namese and Viet Cong delegations in Hava
na. Within weeks of their return they fanned 
the flames of the Chicago riots. 

A more recent DGI propaganda coup was 
the successful campaign to create doubt ab
out the authenticity of a Department of State 
White Paper on El Salvador - a media 
event orchestrated from his European exi le 
by renegade CIA agent Philip Agee. Agee 
has pl ayed the role of a Cuban agent of 
influence for almost a decade. He pounded 
pro-Cuban drum s befo re elec tions in 
Jamaica , was the star attraction at a Com
munist Youth Festival in Havana and today 
continues his identification of American in
telligence agents abroad. 

In addition to DGI support , the Soviet 
Union can now expect military field assist
ance from GRU-trained Cuban intelligence 
officers among the thousands of troops in 
Africa and the Middle East. Closer to home, 
Cuban officers worked with the Nicaraguan 
government to accomplish its goal of a 
50 ,000-man army in 1982. 

" Our priorities have had to change," 
comments a long-time Defense Intelligence 
Agency officer. 

A half-dozen CIA and FBI veterans were 
recently asked to respond in one word to the 
question , " How good is the DGI now?" 

" Good ." 
'' Better.' ' 
' ' Professional.'' 
" Improved." 
"Aggressive ." 
And, disregarding the one-word-answer 

injunction , " Damned good . " 
Castro 's secret service has come of age, 

and hi s spies are no longer teenagers. If 
licenses are to be issued , they should be to 
the FBI at home and the CIA abroad - in 
the form of authority and funds to confron t 
the Soviet Union on yet another front. ~ 
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MACH IN E pi stol s: ill-defined, mi sunderstood, mi sused , 
and most often poorly conceived, a very minor limb 

on the tree of military small arms - until now. 
Exac tly. what is a machine pistol ? Is it different enough 

fro m a subm achin e gun to justify a separate ca tegory? Bo th 
fire pi stol cartridges . Both are capable of full- auto fire The 
shoulde r stocks of m any submachine guns are detachabl e 
(some more quickly than others ) Many machin e pistol s are 
also fitted with detachable shoulde r stocks (whi ch in many 
ins tances have also served as holsters) Th e essenti al 
diffe rences are size and origin. 

Submachine gu ns start in the design phase as just that 
(carbine- li ke se lective-fire weapons chambered for pistol 
cartridges ) Invariabl y, machine pisto ls have been 
more-or- less-extensive se lective-fire modifications of 
pre- ex isting auto-p isto l des igns . They are then, by 
definition, smaller and more compact than most submachine 
guns . Weapons like th e Mini-UZI and Sterling Mk? Para 
P isto l tend to b lur this di sti nction . But remember their 
o ri gi n. T bey are, in essence, sca led-down submachin e guns. 

Machine pistols were first successfull y marketed by the 
Spanish . The Royal machine pistol , an ex ternal copy of the 
Mau ser Model 1896. "Broom handle" pistol, with cleverly 
si mplified lockwork, was produced in Eibar by th e Beistegu i 

·H ermanos and introduced in 1927. It was foll owed in 1928 
by the Astra 901 , another weapon which resembl ed th e 
Mau ser Model 1896 in ex ternal appearance only. In 1930 th e 
Star factory introduced its first se lective-fire machine pistol 
It was based upon an improvement of the locked-breech 
Browning sys tem . 

Threatened by the success of the Spani sh-made machin e 
pi sto ls, in 1930 Mauser responded with a selective-fire 
version of the Model 1896 called the Schnellfeuerpistole 
(rapid-fire pistol ) Early model s were designed by Joseph 
Nickl , but the ir functioning proved unsati sfactory and a 
second version, designed by Karl Westinger, was brought 
out in 1932. Both are referred to as the Model 712, but the 
Westinger design was the successful one. Its product io n 
continued until 1938, by which time about 98, 000 
Schnellfeuers had been made. Far and away th e greatest 

ERETT~S93R 
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70 SOUHER OF FOR1'UNE NOVEMBER/83 



number of these were sold to the C hinese, who were ·grea tly 
enamored with the machine-pistol concept. 

Despite isolated instances of its use (such as by the 
Waffen SS) during WWII, the machine pistol was relegated 
to relative obscuri ty during the war years, and the 
submachine gun prevailed. Machine pistols were g iven sca nt 
attentio n in the years fo llowing the war. Large stocks of 
WWII-vintage weapons remained and there was little 
incen tive for new small -a rms-design projects, especially in so 
esoteric an area. 

But the concept was not dead. During the surge of 
international rearmament which started in the 1950s, the 
Soviet Union introduced the Stechki n machi ne pistol (also 
known as the APS = Automatic Pistol Stechkin) in caliber 
9x I Smm Makarov. Issued with a shoulder-stock holster, the 
APS comes with a 20-round staggered box magazine. It is 
blowback-operated and is provided with a cyclic- rate 
reducer, which brings it down to 750 rpm. The Stechkin is a 
machine pistol in the class ic sense. 

With the exception of H eckler & Koch's inte resting 

A Burst 
Controlled Blaster 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 
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VP-70, NATO producers have paid little heed to the 
machine pistol. Enter the Beretta 93R (R = raffica = burst) 
While its direct antecedents are quite clearly the 92 series 
pistols, the 93R is the extension of a design proces which 
commenced with the 95 1 A machine pistol The 951 A is, in 
turn, deerived from the Beretta Model 95 1 pistol (also · 
known as the Model 195 1 SL). This pistol's short recoil 
system makes use of a fa lli ng locking block which is driven 
downward to disengage the slide from the barrel and halt the 
rearward travel of the barrel. This operating principle, taken 
from the Walther P-38, was carried over to the 92 series 
pistols. All have inertia-type firing pins with coil springs . 

T he Model 951 pistol, used by the Italian, Israeli, 
Egyptian and Nigerian armed for~es, has an eight-round 
magazine (a I 0-round magazine, which protmded slightly 
below the fra me, was also available), an awkward 
push-th rough pin-type safety located at the top rear of the 
frame and is sing le-action . 

The Model 951 A machine pistol was provided with a 
bulky fo lding-forward handg rip which helped to control 

ABOVE: A 
machine pistol in 
the truest sense: 
With fore-grip 
extended, Beretta's 
93R provides 
accurate 
dose-range 
shooting in 
three-shot mode. 
LEFT CENTER: 
Barrel of 93R is 
6. I 4 inches long. 
Three vertical cuts 
on each side of the 
barrel make an 
effective muzzle 
brake. LE FT: 
Sensible selector 
switch points out 
three dots for burst 
fire, single white 
dot for semi-auto. 
Unfortunately, 
safety lever behind 
selector cannot be 
reached by hand in 
firing position 
without grip shift. 
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muzzle climb during full-auto fire No shoulder stock was 
designed o r issued for thi s weapon . Th e selector switch was 
located o n the frame's ri ght side, just above the rear of the 
tri gger guard . The cycl ic rate was 750 rpm . A few were 
exported to Paki stan, and limited quantities, fitted with 
sound suppressors, went to Italian in terna l security forces 

Beretta h as expended no small amount of tim e and fundin g 
on development o f its 93R. Th e 300-year-old Pi e tro Beretta 
Company of Brescia, Italy, was amo ng the very first to 
manu factu re submachine guns (see "Beretta 's Mean [Sub] 
Machine," SOF, March '83) It comes as no surpri se that 
their expertise has produced a state-of-the-art mach ine pi sto l 
But it's refreshing to see a majo r des ign progra m in thi s 
lo ng-neglected area of small-arm s technology. 

Start ing w ith the proven and hi ghly regarded Model 92 
pi stol (see "So n of a Winn er: Beretta's 92 SB," SOF, 
November '8 2), the Italians focused on th e sin gle g rea test 
bedevilment o f th e machine pisto l - unacceptab ly large 
burst groups (o r "co nes of fire") durin g full-auto fire. 

Th e 93R's barrel is 6. 14 in ches long, about an in ch and a 
quarter lon ger than tha t of the 92 SB. Three vertica l slots 
have been cut o n each side of the barrel near th e muzzle 
end, toward th e top ·surface . Propellent gases escapin g fro m 
these slots exert a downward force on the barrel to assist in 
counteracting the sharp upward climb of the weapon during 
full-auto fire. T hi s slotted barre l ca n a lso be used in the 92 
SB pisto l In additi on, its muzz le brake serves as a fl ash 
hider. 

The tri gge r guard has been enlarged considerably and an 
ing enious spring -loaded folding fore- grip has been added to 
the beefed-up fro nt end . When holstered or firing in the 
semiauto mode, the fore -grip remains fo lded under th e 
fram e . In burs t-fire, the suppo rt hand grasps the extended 
fo re-grip with the thumb looped through the tri gger guard. 
This arrangement affords an ex tremely secure, comfo rtab le 
two-hand hold . 
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Beretta 93R 
machine pisto l 
(left), with folding 
fore-grip extended 
and folding 
buttstock attached, 
shows relationship 
to Model 9238, its 
immediate 
antecedent. 

When there is time to do so, a fo ldin g metal buttstock 
may be attach ed to the 93 R. Two pins on th e front part of 
the stock quickly mate with two holes in the frame. A 
spring- loaded latch is pushed into a notch at th e rea r of the 
frame, fi rmly fi xin g th e stock to the weapon When the 
stock is used in conjunction with the fore-grip, th e viability 
of th e machin e pistol concept - engagi ng targets at 
longer-than-normal pisto l range - begins to have substance. 
When no t in use, the stock folds compac tly, but only when 
removed fro m the weapon. Folding downward, the bu tt 
portion will hit th e magaz ine before full closure. Bad des ign, 
that - but eas ily remedied by redesigning the butt itself to 
fold 

Cycl ic rate of the 93R is I , I 00 rpm, whi ch is somewhat 
higher than that of th e Mauser Schnellfeuer (900 rpm), but 
about ave rage for a machine pistol It is this very peculiarity 
- cyc li c rates hovering around 1, 000 rpm - combined 
with th eir light weight and usually unstable handling 
charac teri sti cs, that most often has crippled th e machin e 
pisto l's potential. And most are thus useful for littl e more 
than assass ination at close range or crowd control - bull et 
dispersion is so g reat that to fire accurately you must use the 
semi automatic mode. On full-auto, if you jam the muzzle of 
a machine pistol into someone's groi n, you will see the final 
round of the magaz ine enter the brain cap before you've had 
enough response time to release the trigge r. 

H owever, the Germans learned during WWII that if MG 
42 gu nn ers could be trained to fi re short bursts only, th e 
gu n's hi gh cyclic rate (often approaching 1, 500 rpm ) would 
produce smaller cones of fire downrange than machine guns 
with slower cyclic rates fired in longer shot bursts. And so, 
the 93R's cyclic rate of I , 100 rpm turns vice to virtue when 
coupled with its very positive three-shot burst control. 

The 93R's massive slide is heavier than the 92 SB's. Its 
square-cut top portion shows in its weight (41 . 3 ounces with 
empty 20-round magazine for the 93 R as opposed to only 
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At two meters, including a 1 80-degree pivot, but 
without a draw, Yuen was able to put three-shot 

bursts into all · five targets' kill zones (a total of 1 5 
rounds!) in 2. 2 seconds. 

34. 5 ounces fo r th e 92 SB with empty 15-round magazine) 
The added weight furth er inhibi ts muzzle cl imb during 
full- auto fire. 

Th e 20- round 93 R magazine extends abou t an inch and a 
quarter below the fram e The exposed porti o n is covered by 
a plastic sleeve which is grooved on the fro nt side as is the 
frame itself. With o ne round in the chamber you have seven 
three-sho t bursts to work with . ( If that's not enough, you 
needed more than a machin e pi sto l. ) The 20-round 93 R 
magazin e and the 15-round 92 SB magazine are 
inte rchangeabl e in e ither weapo n. 

The 93 R is single -acti on only, the three-sho t burst 
mechani sm having obviated the 92 SB's double-ac ti on 
feature. I suppose we just can 't have every th ing. 

The 93 R's thumb safety is just pla in dread fu l. Located 
immediate ly behind th e selec to r switch, its shape and 
locati o n resembl e that o f th e M auser "Broo mhandle" and its 
copi es. If anything, it is fa r wo rse. In contrast to the 
Broomhandle's sa fety, pushin g downward o n the small , 
checkered butto n places th e 93 R on "safe." Pu shing upward 
takes you off "safe" - an impossible task for anyo ne bu t 
Plas tic Man while the hand is in th e firin g posi ti on, si nce 
the safety lever is to the very rear of th e frame. 

Th e magaz ine- re lease butto n is th e same as the 92 SB's, 
loca ted to the rear of the tri gger guard where it ca n be 
pushed easily by the thumb o f th e shootin g hand . It can be 
moved from the left to the ri ght side of the frame for 
left-handed shooters. Magazines consistently fall freely and 
wi thout h ang-up . W alnut g rips are standard, bu t they are 
not in terchangeable wi th those of the 92 SB due to the 
inle tting required to accommodate th e three-sho t burst 
mechani sm. 

T o date, mo re than 1, 500 rounds have shu ffl ed through 
my 93 R. I can report only two malfuncti ons Both were 
stovepipes . Bo th occurred afte r more than 500 rounds 
without any cleaning o f th e wea pon. And bo th occurred 
with 1949 Yugoslav subm achin e-gun ammo whi ch is 
undoubtedly starting to turn sour. 

Th e 93 R's trigger pull was clean and c ri sp right out of the 

"" 
BERETTA 93R SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber: 9mm Parabellum 
Weight: (empt wi th '1.0-rd. 
Ba~rel lengt inches 
O verall Ieng 45 inches 
Length of stoc . extended, 1 4. 5 i 
Width: 1. 46 inches 
Height (with 20-rd . magaz ine): 6.7 inches 
Sights: Whi te t blade fro nt, in te ral w it h slide; notched 

wh ite -cl ed rear, dove ed to slide; sighting 
rad ius· ·ches 

Method of ion : O scilla 
short rec x posecl single' 
matic or 3-shot burst fire 

Full-auto cyclic rate: I, f 00 rpm 
Magazines: staggered box type, 
Prke: Approxi~afoly $900 
Exclusive I ·~ r: .. Bere tta 

17601 11'1 bleaa Highwa 
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nd 15 -rd . capaci ties 

C orp., l)ept SQ.f; 
cokeek, :;MD 2090J 

box - no t th e sli gh test h int of drag o r backlash. And very 
li ght compared to the average submachin e gun . 

Beretta has rea lly put it all toge ther in thi s compac t littl e 
package o f doom and des truction. Anyone who goes into a 
tes t and eva luati on o f a machine pi sto l without some very 
black reserva tio ns has n't fired many. Surprise, surpri se! Th e 
93 R's hit probabili ty borders o n the tw il ight zone. 

My coho rt, Ma rk Yuen (a graduate of C unsite's 499 
course), and I decided to first try the 93 R's hand on the 
"Doz ier D rill" developed at C unsite - an ironic titl e, as 
Ce n. Doz ier was kidn apped by five Itali an Red Bri gade 
te rro rists. The drill usually consists o f a draw, pivo t and th e 
engagement of fi ve silhouette targe ts. The di stance can be 
anything from two to seven meters. W e had to eliminate th e 
draw as th ere is no holste r fo r the 93 R (Bere tta has info rm ed 
me that shoulder ri gs in bo th lea ther and nylon will be 
ava ilable soon) A good time is four seco nds and the record 
is 2. 5 seconds. 

At two meters, in cludin g a 180- degree pivot, but without 
a draw, Yuen was abl e to put three-sho t bursts into all five 
ta rge ts' kill zo nes (a to tal of 15 rounds1 ) in 2. 2 seco nds. 
Without a pi vot (precluded by my gimp leg), I was ab le to 
duplicate thi s effort in 2. 4 seco nds I guess I just have to 
pl an o n never turning my back to th e bas tards. Mark's time 
at seven meters was a respectable 3. 4 seconds. Some of the 
three-sho t groups, I mi ght add, were less than four in ches. 

All of thi s was accompli shed using a somewhat modifi ed 
W eaver hold . With th e left arm bent and stabili z ing the 
fro nt po rtion o f the weapo n by g raspin g the fo re-grip in the 
prescribed mann er and exerting heavy downwa rd pressure, 
th e ri ght arm must al so be sli ghtly bent . Th e sights were 
used, but no t th e bu ttstock. 

When the buttstock is fitted and th e 93 R employed at 
longer ranges as a semi auto carbin e, the results are equally 
amaz in g. In the kn eeling positi o n, kill -zone strikes at 150 
meters are so commo n that they o ffe r littl e challenge afte r 
the first magazine. All thi s at a weight far less than half that 
o f the despi cabl e MAC 10. 

Fi eld-stripping procedures are identical to the 92 SB. Just 
press the di sassembly latch 's re lease button (afte r clea ring the 
weapo n) and rotate the latch counter-clockwise until it stops . 
Pull the entire slide group fo rward and separate it fro m the 
frame. Reassemble in the reverse o rder. The slide stop does 
no t have to be ali gned with a link upo n reassembly since the 
barre l recoils along a straigh t path and there is no link o r 
cam. Some designers feel thi s induces less vibration in the 
sys tem, but th e benefits , if any, are probably 
inconsequential. 

Already in service with Ita li an securi ty fo rces, the 93R 
deserves a close look by antite rro ri st and special operat ions 
units, such as CSC9, the British SAS and U S opera.rives, 
who ca n use the firepower and hit po tentia l it offers in a 
2 1/2 -pound package. Beretta has combined a three-shot burst 
control , hi gh cycli c rate, an effec tive muzzle brake and a 
cl everly designed fo re-grip to bring the machin e pi stol 
concept from moribund anachro ni sm to glory . 

Fit and finish of the 93 R, as to be expected from Beretta, 
are outs tandin g. Costin g approximately $900, the 93R is 
ava il able to law-enfo rcement agencies and qualified C lass 3 
dealers fro m its exclu sive impo rter, Beretta U.S. A. Co rp. 
(Dept SOF, 1760 l Indian H ead Hi ghway, Accokeek, MD 
20607) ~ 
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THE ARMBRUST 
Panzerfaust of the 
Future 
by Larry Dring 

CONDUCTING the "Man Against 
Tank" seminar at the Third Annual 

SOF Convention brought me in contact with 
some people who love making life hard for 
Ivan. One of these dedicated devotees of 
destruction, Doug Ragsdale, asked me after 
class one day what I knew about the German 
Armbrust anti tank weapon and whether 1 
would be interested in having one. I told 
him I had neyer heard of the Armbrust and 
yes, I would love to have one. "Ask," he 
said, "and it shall be delivered." So I asked 
and it was delivered, right to my door via 
UPS, complete with instructions . To say the 
least, I was impressed. 

In 1915 the British developed an armored 
tractor and called it a tank. Early models 
were unsuccessful, but with continued im
provements, many worthy designs had been 
fielded by 1930. By 1942 the tank held a 
definitive position in the world's weapons 
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Firing sequence of Armbrust: A.) Prior to 
firing; 8.) Armbrust is fired, projectile and 
countermass start moving; C.) Projectile 
and countermass leave tube; D.) Two 
pistons seal off emission of flash, smoke and 
sound. Photo: European Defence Products 

EDP ARMBRUST 
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Larry Dring demonstrates how Armbrust 
affords gunner ultra-low prone firing 
position due to side-mounted sighting 
system. 

Dring demonstrates sling-carry position for 
Armbrust antitank weapon. 

Dring holds Armbrust with built-in carrying 
handle. 
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Man-portable Armbrust has maximum 
range of approximately 1,500 meters. 
Operational range against armor is up to 
300 meters. In anti-personnel version, 
Armbrust is effective against infantry, 
materiel and soft-skinned vehicles at ranges 
up to 500 meters. Photo: European Defence 
Products 

arsenals and had earned the respect of infan
trymen. 

However, the tank is not invincible -
one just needs a good weapon and a lot of 
guts to defeat it. And at the same time that 
technicians of war were desperately work
ing to create the perfect tank, there were 
other technicians working to create the per
fect antitank weapon . 

In 1914, U.S. NavyCommanderCleland 
Davis took out a patent on a weapon that had 
two barrels facing it) opposite directions . 
The forward barrel was loaded with the ex
plosive shell and the rearward barrel was 
loaded with a similar weight shell of fine 
shot and grease . Bang! Since each had an 
equal weight of shot and shell , the barrel 
stayed stationary. 

This first recoilless weapon was de
veloped as an anti-zeppelin gun in 2 , 6 and 
12 pounds. The end of WWI saw it shelved. 

· WWII gave us the fain9us " bazooka" i ---:
the 2 .36-inch Rocket Launcher. In Europe it 
was never an adequate weapon, bui it 
proved successful against the light Japaqes~ 
tanks . During the Korean War the 2. 36 gave 
way to the 3.5-inch Rocket Launcher, a 
weapon with greater range and harder 
punch, which remained in our inventory 
until 1968 . 

The Germans improved on our bazooka 
and came up with several weapons of their 
own which caught the terrified attention of 
our WWII tank crews. The most famous of 
these was the Panzerfaust,. a self-propelled 
rocket with a disposable launcher, which 
came in four different sizes. These gave 
birth to the Soviet RPG (Rocket Propelled 
Grenade) series of antitank weapons. The 
current RPG-7 holds several surprises for 
the unwary gunner, notably the ferocious 
back blast that can be dangerous when fired 
from prone or in enclosed spaces and the 
fact that ifthe round does not hit its intended 
target it will self-destruct between 600 to 
900 meters . Surprise! Surprise! 

The American counterpart to the RPG is 
the M72 LAW (Light Antitank Weapon). 
Like the BAR, some troops swear by the 
LAW and some swear at it. I have found it to 
be a good weapon , when it works . It is also 
worth a million laughs if fired into a 
crowded bunker. One characteristic of all 
these weapons is that they have a severe 
back blast and make a loud ear-shattering 
report . If the gunner is not to blow himself 
up he must be out in the open. Not one of 
these weapons can be fired indoors and they 
all draw attention to the gunner. It takes a 
gutsy grunt to say hello to an enemy tank 

Continued on page 82 
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SO LONG, 
LARRY 
SOF Loses a Friend 
by Jim Graves 

Peace fi nally came to Lawrence W. 
Dring II . 

Dring , whose almost legendary career 
in Special Forces was described in a 
three-part Soldier of Fortune magazine 
series - February , March and April 
1982 - died 25 August 1983 of a 
seizure and heart attack caused by 
complications from wounds he suffered 
in Vietnam . Dring , 45 , is survived by hi s 
wife , Rebecca , and two sons, Lawrence 
W . Dring III and David T . Dring. 

To say Larry Dring was a rare , 
complex and wonderful human be ing 
doesn ' t do justice to the man. 

In four tours in Vietnam - most of it 
with MIKE Force (Mobile Guerrilla 
Force) in the Central Highlands - Dring 
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carved out a career as a sold ier that, 
frankly, I don' t know who could match. 

Dring started as an enlisted man and 
came out in 1968 as a captain . Along the 
way he earned , among other decorations , 
many of the medals grunts have respect 
for: two Sil ver Stars , four Bronze Stars , 
two Soldier' s Medals, the Cambod ian 
Medaille Militaire , four Vietn amese 
Crosses of Gall antry and fi ve Purple 
Heart s. 

The stories Dring to ld about his 
Vietnam experiences inev itabl y were met 
with a bit o f amused di sbelief - parti all y 
because his de livery was intended to 
elicit just that response - but they don ' t 
even compare with the stories told about 
him by other soldiers . 

I preferred Dri ng ' s versions. Dring 
always managed somehow to make them 
amusing. Even the stories about his 
medals could crack you up . He picked up 
his fi rst Purple Heart earl y in the 1960s 
- one of the fi rst 50 to be awarded in 
Vietnam - before anyone in Washington 
had fig ured out Vietnam was a campaign 
and those who went there should get a 
campaign ribbon. He turned down his 
fifth Bronze Star with a request that it be 
downgraded to an Army Commendation 
Medal. Dring said he already had four of 
the red ones so he 'd prefer a green 
ARCOM: He thought it would look better 
on hi s khak is . 

Stro lling down a street in Ok inawa , 
Dring was challenged by a Marine who 
couldn ' t be lieve you could have just a 
Good Conduct Ribbon and a Purple 
Heart . When ·the skeptical Marine asked , 
" Where did you get that?" Dring 
responded , · ' Vietnam. '' 

" Where ' s that?" the Marine asked . 
Dring ' s response was a classic : " Just 

go to Hong Kong and turn left. Don ' t 
worry , you guys will .get your chance 
soon enough.' ' 

He was also pretty good at predicting 
the futu re. 

Just before we published the Dring 
series , written by Jim Morri s , I got to 
meet Dring at the second Soldier of 
Fortune convention in Scottsdale in 198 1. 

With his amu sing wit and impeccable 
character, Dring was a smash with our 
staff and became a close friend of most 
o f us here at SOF. 

Dring , who was jokingly referred to as 
the " Resident Guerrill a" at the C itadel , 
where he lec tu red on guerri lla warfare 
and other military topics , did occasional 
journali stic ass ignments for SOF writing 
either about weapons or Lebanon. In 
typical fashion, he couldn' t remain 
unin volved in the Lebanon si tu at ion and , 
as he said , · • 1 got into the woodwork 
over there ." In other words , the 
Lebananese Forces got some free advice 
and he lp . 

I especially enjoyed the rout ine Larry 
and I had of ribbing each other about the 
respecti ve merits of the Special Forces 
and the Marine Corps . It was a routi ne 
we never tired of - nor took seriously. 
But in the end , he got me . 

Just a few days before he died , Larry 
sent me a stu ffed dog , wearing a cammo 
cover and a US MC sweater. The dog ' s 
not a respectable USMC-issue bu lldog -
feroc ious type - · but rather a sad-eyed 
mutt , type unknown. 

Sad ly, I never got to thank him for the 
dog or fo r his larger gift to me and 
everyone who knew him . 1 never got to 
say , " Larry , your greatest g ift to us is 
how you 've enriched our lives and he lped 
us dea l with this crazy world by mak ing 
us laugh about it. " 

Then again , there ' s no way r cou ld 
have said that to Larry . 

So long, Larry, res t in peace , my 
friend . ~ 
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QUICK-DRAW 
ROB TAKES 
1983 1PSC 

NATIONALS 
Text & Photos by Jake Jatras 
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ST ANDING at the self-service pump. the 
traveler from Arizona reacted quickly 

to the threat from the pair hiding behind the 
large sign - then sti ll using the 4x4 truck 
for cover, he fired twice at the lone si lhou
ette running th rough the garage door. Drop
ping behind the truck . he crawled forward 
and made a short dash to a pi le of tires only 
to face three more adversaries . Seven quick 
shots and the encounter was over. The entire 
ac tion had lasted on ly 14 seconds. 

Quick shooting is Rob Leatham's forte, 
and with performances like the one above 
on "Gasoline Alley," the "hose master" 
from Arizona took his place in the ranks of 
United States International Practical Shoot
ing Confederation (TPSC) champions . 

More than 300 of the finest practical pis
tol shooters met head-on in Milan, Ill. , for 
the annual National test , one that took on 
special meaning since the contest also 
served as a quali fier for the upcoming IPSC 
World Championships to be held in York 
County, Virginia . Each competitor wanted 
to do hi s best and the pressure to make the 
U.S. Gold Team was intense. 

The "format for the contest was once again 
a "semi -surpri se" with the description of 
the stages being handed out only the day 
before the actual hooting began. Like a 
challenging golf course, each match was 
laden with traps so that even a slight mental 
lapse or errant shot was costly. 

The " Dev il 's Hole Defense" is an up
close and furi ous test in which the draw is 
King and accuracy Queen. The big guns 
wasted no time in setting the pace. 

Each co ntestant faced three buff
cardboard silhouettes : one slightly to the 
right at four yards. one on the left at five 
yards and one straight ahead at seven yards. 
The seven-yard target was partially covered 
by a no-shoot. Any hit (even a nick) on the 
no-shoot was a I 0-point penalty. 

The match was scored ''limited Com
stock." Shooters could only fire a set num
ber of rounds, but a dropped shot remai ned a 
I 0-point penalty. Special timers counted 
shots and recorded the time from the start 
signal on the last shot of each string. Total 
points, less any penalty, were then divided 
by the tota l time for a score. 

Stage One involved a single head shot on 
each target. Targets had to be shot in order 
of proximity - right, left. then center. This 
was repeated once and targets scored. Stage 
Two involved three separate "double taps .. 
- two quick shots o n each target. Stage 
Three required one shot on each target . This 
was repeated. 

Stage Four required two shots on each 
target, once again in order. This was also 
repeated. On Stage Five only the strong 
hand was allowed for two shots on each 
target. 

Ross Seyfried shoots from gas pumps on 
"Gasoline Alley Encounter," while CRO 
Lee Hinders watches for procedure. 

This year's IPSC U.S. Champ Rob Leatham 
takes olT from window barricade on "Run 
and Jump" assault match. 
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Just how important is speed over accura
cy · in such a contest? Well , Smith & Wes
son's: Tommyguri Campbell answered the 
ques tion by nelt ing 50 points in penalties, 
but b~cause of his blinding speed still sur
viv ing to place well up in the pack. 

Arkansas 's Ross Carter took the match 
with some g reat shooting , fo llowed by 
three: time Bi anchi Cup Champion Mickey 
Fowler and two-time IPSC Champ John 
Shaw. 

Match T wo , the " Ad vanced Military 
Modified," is a c lass ic !PSC accuracy test 
with shooting done in fi ve stages from 50 to 
I 0 yards. It was a 50-round poss ib le 250-
point match with each string o f fire run 
under set, or par , times . 

Most !PSC c lubs conduct the'' Advanced 
Military " once a year and the scores have 
increased toward the 250 mark. Thi s year 
three shooters managed to score 246 points 
and the tie was broken by A-zone hits on the 
next most di fficult accuracy tes t. 

Jim Zubie na fro m Californ ia came out on 
top, fo llowed by John Shaw and fe llow 
Cali fo rnian Mark Day. 

" Grocery S to re Panic, " aka Safeway 
Shootout , turned o ut to be the di sas ter 
match for many o f the seasoned competi
tors. No-shoots fi I led the aisles and one was 
fo rced to twist and lean to get a shot at the 
array of shoot targets. 

As Chief Range O ffi cer Shari Freer of 
Omaha , Neb ., led each squad through the 
co urse , th e title as pirant s reali zed the 
hazards of the course could spell trouble . 

After each sq uad was brie fed on the 
course, the score cards were shuffled and 
then the shooti ng order announced . In thi s 
manner no one hanclgunner was fo rced to be 
the icebreaker on apy stage. . 

Each competi tor began fac ing the first set 
of targe ts with his hands · grasping a shop
ping cart. The start s ignal was a light. When 
the li ght came on, the shooter engaged the 
first set of three silhouettes fro m the shoot
ing box. The targe ts all were parti all y hid
den by no-shoots in the ais les and one had to 
exerc ise contro l. 

Many o f the shooters fired at the easy (a ll 
things being re lati ve) target first , then the 
more difficult ones. Others used the reverse 
order , rationalizing that as one sped up and 
the adrenalin began to flow the amount of 
control might beg in to dimini sh . 

Each target had to have a minimum of 
two hits on it. After the first set, shooters set 
out fo r the nex t group. Once inside firin g 
box " B ," each shooter had to engage fi ve 
more targets and fin all y a stop pl ate. T argets 
once again were difficult to engage th rough 
the no-shoots , and to hit the stop plate took 
some skill. (The stop plate was painted 
bl ack , adding to the difficulty.) 

As CRO Freer examined each no-shoot 
and announced it free of hits a s igh o f re lief 
came from the shooter. Some competitors 
were more re lieved than others. When it 
comes to hostage hitting thi s course set a 
new record . Some of the no-shoot silhou
ettes actually had to be repl aced because of 
the number of hi ts ! 

Rob Leatham took the express checkout 
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lane on thi s match, with another Arizona 
shooter, Lee Souter , ri ght behi nd. World 
Champ Ross Sey fri ed is a quick shopper 
hi mself and came in third . 

G uy's Gas Station had good business as 
"Gasoline Alley Encounter," Match Four , 
a lso proved tougher than anticipated. 

Shooters began each run in a shoot ing 
box with the ir hands on the gas pump. On 
the start signal each had to engage a pair of 
targets by a large sign about 20 yards away. 
This req uired shoot ing over the hood of the 
mock 4x4 truck. A mov ing target took off 
on the start and after shooting the first two 
one could shoot at the " mover. " This was 
an optional target, but most (unless they 
fo rgot) took the chance to get a few extra 
po ints. 

Once the gun was made safe, the shooter 
scrambled under the truck and ran to the 
next fire box behind a stack of tires. Three 
targets rema ined and a stop plate. One target 
was half-covered by a no-shoot and , fo r 
those who were pushing, thi s chap gener
ated a few penalty points. 

Before the first shot on thi s stage, I asked 
master IPSC tac tician Mike Dalton of Cali 
fo rni a what a so lid time would be for the 
course. He fe lt a 15-seconcl run would be 
good fo r the top guys, and as usual he was 
on the money. 

Seyfried dropped a hit , Mike Plaxco hit a 
no-shoot , Mike Fichman almost forgo t the 
mover. Each clay the reports of disas ters 
fl owed to the Stat Office . A match that on 
the surface presented itself as straight-up 

CRO Kim Ahrends watches as Jim 
Loveland shoots from barricade on " Run 
and Jump" assault match . 

assau lt began to take its to ll on the experi
enced pisto leros. 

Rob Leatham cl idn ' t hang around fo r his 
green stamps and with a head long clash of 
just under 14 seconds snatched up another 
fi rst-p lace medal. Brian Enos, fresh from 
his Bianchi Cup victory, d ispl aced any 
doubts about hi s speed and came in a c lose 
second. Ray Nea l dug in and shot th ird. 

After engaging each target with a mini
mum of two rounds and making the gun 
safe, shooters could proceed through the 
window and advance to a narrow barricade. 

From the wall barricade competitors en
gaged two targets on the righ t side that had a 
no-shoot in fro nt of them, and then another 
mirror set on the left s ide. (Shooters were 
a llowed to engage e ither set first.) 

Next shooters ran to a door and , going 
through it , had to shoot a target through a 
s mal l w indow. Fin a l ly th ey adva nced 
through another door to face two targets 
partia ll y hidden behind a wall. and then a 
stop pla te . 

Murphy's Law was in effect and fo r some 
the " Run & Jump" turned into the "Run, 
Sk ip , Hop and Curse . " Californian Ray 
Neal stopped to open the door and three 
magazines popped out of hi s gunbe lt -
unno ti ced. or co u rse~ Afte r shoot ing 
th rough the w indow and going out the back 
door, Neal discovered the empty carriers. 
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but had no more ammunition. 
The no-shoots took more than a few 

rounds . Match winner Leatham had one so 
close that when 1 and National Range Offic
e r Institute Director Dave Churi ll a ex
amined it we cou ldn ' t believe it had not hit 
the no-shoot. (Leatham assured us he would 
light some cand les on Sunday') 

Mike Pl axco, last year' s champ , was 
second and John Shaw third. Match Si x , 
· ' Twice As Fast ,'' was another speed 
match. The concept was first observed at the 
'82 IPSC Kansas State Championships, and 
has been included in the IPSC World Shoot 
VI. 

Shooters faced three silhouettes. Starti ng 
from the "surrender" position (wrists he ld 
shoulder high ) in a shooting box , each com
petitor on the start s ignal had to engage T-1, 
T-2, then a stee l plate and T-3. Then he had 
to hit the stop plate . 

The catch was that as soon as a bullet 
truck the rectangular steel plate , the plate 

fe ll backward bringing a no-shoot up in 
front ofT-3. Two shots were needed before 
the no- shoot al most covered the shoot 
target. 

The stage was repeated on another set of 
targe ts . Times for the eight shots were run
ning in the five-second range with a few in 
the fours. 

John Sayle, Oh io , last year placed third in 
the Nationa ls and up to th is match was look 
ing good for a spot on the U.S. Gold Team. 
On his first run he had a time of3.8 seconds . 
the quickest of the match. The next run 
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brought his last shots of the match. 
CRO Dave Arnold ran Sayle through the 

instructions . gave him the stand-by com
mand . then " ready'' and the start signal 
sounded. Sayle drew. engaged the two open 
targets . hit the no- shoot activator steel 
plate. and fired one round at the shoot target 
T-3. He hesitated , and then swung to the 
stop plate . The dropped shot on T-3 cost 
dearly. The I 0-point penalty put Say le out 
of the running. 

I was standing with Ray Chapman, who 
at the time thought Sayle had experienced a 
gun malfunct ion, but that was not the case. 
Say le had told hi mself to "back off" and 
make a good run. but the thought process 
backfired. In a bi g match with a lot of press
ure, even the s li ghtest error can be unre
coverable. In this case it was. 

Rob Leatham once again led the way. 
fo llowed by Mark Day and Mike Plaxco. 
All three were smooth and steady. 

Like last year the man-versus-man shoot
off was shot for cash and a special award 
sponsored by Bianchi Leather. 

The top 16 shooters competed in a single 
elimination tournament that involved shoot
ing at steel plates and the use of the equip
ment from the "Twice As Fast " match , 
on ly this go-round had the stop plate behind 
the pop-up no-shoot. 

Shooters were paired off so that the num
ber-one competitor should. if everything 
went well , face that number-two shooter in 
the final bout. For all but the finals each 
bout was the best two out of three. National 

Range Officer Ins titute In structor Steve 
Herberth designed the test, and it was offici
ated by NROI Director Dave Churilla and 
U.S. Practical Shooting Association Direc
tor Dave Arnold . 

Shooters began behind a small fence with 
a bar 36 inches off the ground. From the 
" surrender" position they engaged several 
eight-inch round-steel plates, reloaded, and 
finally the steel no-shoot activator, and then 
the stop plate. If the no-shoot popped up and 
one cou ld not hit the stop plate, the competi
tor had the opt ion of knee ling, or going 
prone to hit it. 

On the first run , Brian Enos experienced 
such a dilemma and went to prone and hi t 
the plate. Unfortunate ly , he placed his 
weapon over the foul line and his run was 
disallowed . ' 

Bout after bout Rick Castelow of Tennes
see establi shed himself as the man with the 
quick draw and fast gun . In the final round 
Castelow found himself facing experienced 
(with a capital E) Ross Seyfried . 

Seyfried on the winning run missed the 
stop plate and , going to prone , realized his 
weapon was over the foul line. No one has 
ever moved backward on the ground as fast 
as Seyfried , who fired the winning shot 
from his new position. 

Richard Nichol s of Bianchi Gun\eather 
presented Seyfried with the trophy. Sey
fried also received $ 1,000 from the Milan 
Rifle C lub . 

Each contest was fac tored for the number 
of rounds fired and the degree of difficulty. 
The winner of each match received the total 
amount of points possible , and then each 
other competitor earned a ratio of the win
ner's points based on his score compared to 
that of the winner. 

The point factor was: I. Devil ' s Hole -
18; 2 . Advanced Mi litary - 21; 3. Grocery 
Store-16;4 . Gaso lineAlley-14; 5 . Run 
& Jump- 17, and 6. Twice As Fast - 14 . 
The total maximum points therefore were 
100 . 

Rob Leatham certainl y set a new record 
pace as he scored an overa ll 98.0947 points 
to take the Championship title. His friend 
and fellow Arizonan Brian Enos came in 
second with 94 .5906 and John Shaw scored 
9 1. 6299. Bill Wil son netted 89.5124 and 
Tom Campbell tallied 89.0226. 

More than any o ther Nationals, this 
match brought to the front the new cham
pions of IPSC. The contest was also impor
tant since it resolved who would represent 
the United States in its first title defense for 
the World Championsh ip . 

The new United States World Team will 
be Ross Seyfried (Gold Team captain) , 
Mike Plaxco , Rob Leatham, Brian Enos and 
Tom Campbell. The alternate will be Bill 
W ilson . 

Prac tical shooting in the Un ited States 
now in volves over 200 affi li ated clubs and 
thou sands of competitors. Sharpen your 
ski lls with a handgun in a sport based on a 
defensive s ituation. Take up the challenge. 
Contact: IPSC. P.O. Box 626, Sioux City, 
lA51102.J;~ 
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URGENT! URGENT! URGENT! 
M emo: To all NRA Life Members & Annual Members of 
five years ' continuous membership 

From: Robert K. Brown, Editor & Publisher, Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine 

Subject: Nominations for the NRA Board of Directors 

1. I am tired o f the feuding that has been going on in the 
National Rifle Association during the past three years. This 
internal squabbling, born of personal ambition , plays into 
the hands of our enemies: those who wish to disarm us. 
We must present a united front to the anti-gun nuts, and 
stop fighting among ourselves. Therefore, I have decided 
to run for the NRA Board of Directors this year. I urgently 
need your endorsement if you are a Life Member or an 
Annual Member who has paid dues for the last five con
secutive years. Only by securing a sufficient number of 
petition signatures from voting members can I guarantee 
that my name will be on the ballot. The other way to be 
nominated is through selection by the Nominating Com
mittee, but I am not sure I have the necessary pull with 
those gentlemen. I need your help. I propose as well the 
nomination of Major William Askins, Colonel Rex 
Applegate and Mr. Jake Jatras as like-minded candi
dates whose election will serve to quell the divisiveness 
and turmoil which has marred the activities of the NRA 

ROBERT K. BROWN: 
Lt. Col. U.S. Army Reserve, Special Forces Team Leader in 
Vietnam, Graduate Command and General Staff College, 
military parachutist including jump wings from Thailand, 
Guatemala and El Salvador, competitive pistol shooter, OIC 
Advanced Marksmanship Unit, XVIII Airborne Corps, big 
game hunter U.S. & Africa, author of numerous articles on 
guns and shooting, arranged for "transfer" of 5,000 rounds of 
AK-74 ammo obtained from Afghanistan to the U.S. govern
ment and turned over first AK-74 rounds to NRA for testing. 
Founder, publisher, editor and owner of Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine. 

REX APPLEGATE: 
Scottsburg, Oregon. Lt. Col. U.S. Army Retired, Public Safe
ty Consultant, military and police firearms expert, gun writer, 
pioneer of police and military close combat and combat 
shooting techniques. A major in the OSS during World War II 
and author of Kill or Get Killed, Riot Control-Material and 
Techniques, and Scouting and Patrolling. He was a famous 
close-quarter fighting instructor even during World War II and 
has continued to develop both techniques and tools for police 
and the military. 

during the past year or two, as well as bring a bit of new 
blood to the Board of Directors. 

2. Each of the Soldier of Fortune candidates has disting
uished credentials as a shooter and man of action . 
Askins, a Marine pilot in Vietnam and a crack pistol shot, 
has led an adventurous life around the world . Applegate, 
a renowned author and shooter, served in the OSS during 
World War II. Jatras, a combat pistol shooter, is the U.S. 
Regional Director of the International Practical Shooting 
Confederation (IPSC). These guys have the background 
and character to look after your interests and lead the NRA 
as it should be led. You know my history well enough: I am 
plain spoken, will look you right in the eye, and will call it 
the way I see it. 

3. The deadline for submission of the petition is early 
November, so there is no time to lose. Write me for copies 
of the NRA petition form. I encourage you to observe the 
nomination rules attached to the petition form and circu
late the petition among your friends who are qualified 
voting members. We need your signature to win. 

4 . I also want to hear from you about what the NRA should 
be doing, if you have had any problems, and how I can 
improve the NRA, for our mutual benefit, should I be 
elected to the board of directors. 

WILLIAM ASKINS: 
Major U.S. Marine Corps Reserve. helicopter pilot in Viet
nam, 17 decorations, military parachutist, competitive pistol 
shooter. National Record holder in the pistol event of the 
Modern Pentathlon. author of scores of articles on guns. 
hunting and shooting, big game hunter and birdshooter, now 
Executive Director of Game Conservation International 
(Game COIN), a leading wildlife conservation organization. 
Former operations officer of the Central Intelligence Agency 
with 10 years service abroad. Has served as Executive Assis
tant to the Executive Vice President of the NRA. Well ac
quainted with the workings of the National Rifle Association. 
Resident of San Antonio, Texas. 

JAKE JATRAS: 
U.S. Regional director of the International Practical Shooting 
Confederation (!PSC) , co-founder of the United States Prac
tical Shooting Association (USPSA) , International Range
master of IPSC, managing editor of Combat Shooters Report. 
contributing editor for Soldier of Fortune Magazine and Com
bat Handguns, and director of SOF Three-Gun International. 
He has shot muzzle-loaders for 15 years, combat pistol for 10 
years and is a successful private businessman with profession
al and personal interest in gun legislation. 

Call Soldier of Fortune Magazine (303-449-3750) or write me 
at P.O. Box 693, Boulder CO 80306 for NRA petition forms. 
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NEW! NOW! 
SELOUS SCOUTS TOP SECRET WAR 

Selous Scouts 
Top Secret War 
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Lt.Col.Ron Reid Daly 
as told to Peter Stiff 

Another Soldier of Fortune exclusive coup! In August 
1981 , Robert K. Brown flew to the Transkei where he was 
the first journalist ever ·to interview Ron Reid Daly , former 
commanding officer of the Selous Scouts and presently a 
JTlajor general comm<;inding the Defense Force of Transkei. 
Concurrently, he obtained exclusive North American 
distribution rights for the book, ~elous Scouts Top 
Secret War. 

For the first time, the complete, inside story of the 
Rhodesian super-secret Selous Scouts has been told by their 
tough-as-teak CO . The Selous Scouts, utilizing "psuedo
gang concept" warfare rampaged through terrorist infiltrated 
territory , seeking out, tracking down and killing terrs . The 
Scouts also participated in some of the most daring and suc
cessful cross-border operations recorded in the annals of 
military history. They were credited with 68 percent of all 
terr K!As! 

Probably the most bloody yet successful cross-border op 
was the Selous strike against a terr camp located at Pungwe , 

Mozambique. An air-photo reconnaissance mission over Mozambique alerted Rhodesia's high com
mand to a buildup of terrorists at Pungwe . Then 72 Selous Scouts infiltrated Mozambique in cap
tured , camouflaged terr vehicles , raced to Pungwe base , fooled the terrs into thinking they were a 
resupply convoy and then opened fire. The final body count : 1,026 terrs dead , thousands 
wounded. No Scouts were killed, and only five wounded. 

As Reid Daly describes it in hjs book: 
"The parade ground suddenly opened up in front of them (the Scouts). There were few men in 

the column who did not gasp in amazement at the sight that greeted them - thousands of terrorists . . . . . ' . 

on parade. 
"There· could never have been enough rehearsals , briefings and mental preparation to have 

readied trem for the sight which met their eyes." 
Reid Daly quotes one Scout : "I just hope we don 't run out of arnmunjtion!" 
More than 4,00Q unsuspecting ZANLA soldiers milled around the vehicles - " . .. at least one 

thing was crystal clear .. . no one suspected they were Selous Scouts . 
"Then one terrorist looked into a soldier's clearly European eyes and raised the alarm . The ef

fect was indescribable . 
"Two 20mm cannons , a .50-caliber Browning HMG , three .30-cal. BFowning machjne guns , 

one 12 . 7 Rµssian HMG an9 three twin 7. 62 FN MA Gs plus the individual infantry weapons carried 

Please rush my copy of 

Selous Scouts Top Secret Wc,tr 
($25 ea .. including p_ostage and handlin~l to: 

Na111e ----- ---

Add . - --------
City _________ _ 

State ____ Zip ___ _ 

Enclosed $ ___ for ___ copies 

M/ C 0 VISA 0 

£.xµ . Date ---- ---

Credit Card 11 
--------

by the Scouts opened up , all at the same time . 
"Hundreds of terrorists fell to the groun9 with the first 

onslaught of bullets, as though a gale force wind had blown them off 
their feet ... A sustained rate of fire was maintained until all move
ment on the parade ground had ceasec\ . The crew of one armored 
car is credited with having killed 150 terrs .,, . 

NOW AVAILABLE, 424 page, 208 ,000-word combat classic 
contains 15 color photos , 89 black and white photos , 17 maps and 
c\iagrams . It also describes the activities of the most · famous 
American mere to serve with. the Rhodesians , Maj . Jack Murphy. 

send to SOF EXCHANGE E d -
r.o. Box 693. Dept. ss. Boulder, cp SQ306 very serious stu ent or practitioner of uncopventional 
Please allow 6 wks for delivery. and guerrilla Warfare needs this b~ok in his library! 
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Ambidextrous 
safety 

ARMBRUST SYSTEM 
Continued, from page 75 

with one of these. Believe me , it ai n' t li ke 
the movies. 

The A rmbru s t is a o ne-s ho t 67mm 
weapon that is carried in a disposable laun
cher. It is made by EDP (European Defence 
Products) . There are also antitank , antiper
so nne l and subca libe r I 7mm reloadab le 
rounds . The immedi ate advantage of the 
expendabl e launcher is that it does not re
quire a second man to carry ammunition . 
There is no need to bring rounds to the tube 
as in conve ntion(\! bazooka-type weapons. 
Loading is usually the most hazardous of the 
firing steps and with the stra in of ac tual 
combat , l'oading the rocket and contact ing 
the terminal s can be nerve-rack ing. There 
has been more than one hand blown off 
seating a rocket in the launcher. If the laun
cher is damaged , then you are left carrying a 
lot of unusab le rockets which must be di s
carded. With the 3.5 rocket you could rig a 
booby-trap by attaching the Claymor.e mine 
wire to the two white leads at the base of the 
rocket , but thi s is a dangerous procedure 
and should only be done by someone who is 
very experienced. It may 'work well for an 
ambu sh but forget it if you are in the heat of 
combat. 

The old axiom, · ' l f you carry it, be ab le to 
use it ," fit s the Armbrust we ll. Anyone can 

THEBERETTA 
• • • • • f ' ' 

Walnut or 
plastic grips 

Mo4el 84, Double-Action 

Caliber: powerful 
.380 Auto (9mm Short) . . 

Call toll-free for nearest Beretta Dealer. 4 3 2 1 

13-round, staggered magazine 
6 ' -··· 800·638·1301· · -- ~ . -

Monday throug~ Frida~. 8 AM to 4:30 PM. Eastern Time. 7 8 9 O 
t;1aryland residents. cal l 301 -283-2 191. . _ · 
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use it and anyone can carry it. It is a recoil 
less weapon fired in a unique manner that 
e liminates the normal back blast assbc iated 
with contemporary rocket launchers . All 
you hear is a sound like a pistol shot , which 
virtually e liminates flinching by the gunner. 
Light noise and recoil also help to conserve 
ammunition. How many men close their 
eyes. g rit their teeth and blow a rocket down 
range just to get rid of it'l With Armbrust the 
noise and the blast stay i!l the tube. 

r 
a 1.fnfqee djustabl 
screw .. Enables shooter to 
tension to his personal taste, 
and easily readjust to changing 
conditions. Steel reinforced 
molded sight guide secures weapon 
properly, yet allows clearance to 
accommodate multitude pf sights in 
use. Heavy leather construction and quality 
hardware for long lasting dependability. Fits 
13/4" wide belts. Tan only. 

To understand the weapon and its firing 
sequence look carefully at the illustration on 
page 74. Armbrust consists essentially of a 
launch tube. the fi n-stabilized projectile and 
the countermass (which is made up of about 
5,000 small. dull transparent plas!ic chips) 
the propellant charge, two pistons and two 
brake collars. Att"ached to the tube is the 
stock. including trigger (which is mechani
cally locked by the folded pistol grip}, the 
s ling. the re flex sight (view finder) and a 
butt plate. When the trigger is depressed , a 
piezo-electrical e lement initiates the primer 
pellet; this pellet igni.tes an intermediary 
charge which in turn causes the main prop
ellant charge to burp. As the pressure be
tween the pistons ·increases the connecting 
pin breaks and the expanding gases drive the 
pistons outward accelerating the projectile 
and the countermass. Projectile and coun
termass leave the tube . The two pistons are 
stopped by the brake col lars, and a gas-tight 
seal is formed , preventing the exit of flash , 
smoke or sound . The projectile is carried to 

Desantis manufactures a complete line of holsters and 
accessories, creatively designed to fill the specific 

needs of gun enthusiasts and law enforcement personnel. 
Avail.abl,o .i yom la"D1ilo Fi10aim' 01 Spo.rting Good.s Store, £ ~ · or mail $2 for catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. 

lll'Y.,.. .l.zr It:!' HOLSTER & LEATHER GOODS DEPT. SF-11 ...... . 

&I I IL~ .., 15,5 JE'Rl~HO TRUNPIKE•MINEOU~, NY _11501•516-742-7900 

SURVIVAL KIT. 
Beretta sportsmen and sportswomen are born survivors. 

They know that Berettas are great values. Police and mil
it ary personnel specify them for protection. Collectors 

lock them behind glass simply to exhibit. Our Model 84 
is exceptionally reliable. safe. and delivers tremendous 
firepower. 

But only if you need it. 
The 84 teams together beautifully with a line 

of Beretta knives, holsters. buckles, hunting cases 
and more. An entire Survival Line for shooters and 

hunters. with a catalog that's all yours for just cutting 
out our coupon. / 

As for the 84. it takes on the powerful .380 car- / 
tridge with double-action dependability. Thirteen telling // 

rounds fed from a virtually jam-proof staggered maga- // Send for 
zine. unlike many handguns. Ambidextrous safety. Hand- / free Accessor'ies catalog. 

some walnut or tough plastic grips. Only 22-1 /2 ounce!?. / 
And it's as close as your phone. Call us toll-free for the // Name 
nearest Beretta dealer. He's a survivor like the rest of us. / Address 

/ 
/ 

/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

/ / City 
// State ________ _ 

Name of your favorite dealer 
Zip ___ _ 

/ 
/ 

/ 
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M-16 I AR-15 
~OLICE, MILITARY, & COMPETITION SHOOTERS 

GET THE ALL NEW 

RED I-MAG 
'Twice the firepower, twice as fast!" 

ASSAULT RIFLE SPEED LOADING SYSTEM 
•FAST 

Spare Ammo Is Less Than 
Two Seconds Away . One 
Push Releases Both 
Magazines lnslqnlly . Spare 
can be Immed iately 
Inserted In Rifle · Total Time 
JY, Seconds! 

•STRONG 
fieovy Steel Construction, 
MllSpec Pa!l<erlzed Finish, 
Tough, Heal Treated Laich. 

• RELIABLE 
Carry 60 Rounds on Gun 
)Vllh Miiitary Dependablllly, 

•COMPACT 
Weighs Only 8 oz. · . No 
Clumn Ups id e Down 
Magazines · No Awkward 
"JuQgle Clips" · No Taped 
Together Magazines · 
Ideal fo r Prone or Fo~hole 
Posi tions. 

•INSTALLS 
Quickly with Screwdriver or 
~Hiiary Can Opener · No 
Modifications lo Rifle. 

• MAINTAINS 
Ammo Flow lo Riii!' al a 
Sustained High Rate. 

•PROTECTS 
Magazine Feed Ups &. 
Ammo from Damage &. Dirt. 

Please Visit Our Booth al 
the SOF Convention 

TO ORDER: CALL 503-581 -3244 USE YOUR. OR IE 
(NO COD'S) OR SEND $39.50 + 2.50 H.l.S. TO 

POB 12204-S SALEM. o 'R 97309 U.S.A. 
ANOTHER FINE FIREARMS ACCESSQRY ... FROM JFS OF COURSE! 

(DEALERS & DISTRIBUTORS - WRITE OR CALL NOW FOR [NFORMA TION) 

Don't Depend.9n ANYONE 
for Your Drinking Water! 
The patented AIRWELL™ Pure Water Collection System 
produces pure water for freedom from contaminated city 
water systems or rural wells. The AIRWELL's natwal 
~ d ist illation process insures you that no matter 

l-~ what, you'll have pure, safe drinking water. 

•
~ ~ AIRWELL ... ttie energy free water source 

Ji.: (IT that makes sense. 
e5 Cal! or write: for detail$. Dealer inquiries 

invited. AIRWELL, INC.• Dept. B • P.O. Box 775 
~ Alexandri a, MN 56308 • 612/762-8572 
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the target on a ballistic trajectory. The coun
termass is retarded by air resistance, disinte
grates and fa ll s to the ground. If the gunner 
fires from a small confined area , the coun
termass does not rebound from the wall , but 
is dispersed to all sides without hazard to the 
gunner, even if the rear end of the launch 
tube is less than three feet from the obstacle . 

S in\:e onl y a plastic confetti is emiqed 
from the rear , several rounds can be fin~d 
from the same place without giving away 
the position of the gunner . This low signa
ture of no blast, no smoke and low noise 
adds up to survivabi lity for the gunner, 
which of course is the most important thing. 
As George Patton said , ' 'Let that other SOB 
give his life for hi ~ country. It is your job to 
he lp him ." 

Armbrust has a high mu;?:zle velocity , 
approximately 700 fps , which gives it good 
fli ght characteristics and a very high d~gree 
of accuracy under fie ld conditions. The 
sight is graduated out to 500 meters. The 
sights allow fo r movement leads. Tpe sight 
box is superimposed over the vehicle and
squeeze - a junk man ' s delight. We had 
some problems with the M72 LAW in Viet
nam , mostly caused by the gunners. I used 
to see grunts place the launcher under the 
rucksack flap sid~ways. The tube then prot
ruded on both sides of the man's shoulders 
and was very susceptible to damage. We 
used to place them in the pack straight up 
and down with the firing end down. ·we 
hard ly ever had a dud although I must admit 
that the first time 1 drew a bead on a VC 
machine gu n, I almost bought the farm. I 
had ·11 clear shot. 1 extended the tupe , took 
careful aim ~nd fired ;:tnd fired and fired 
aga in . By thi~ time I was the target of the 
m;ichine gun. Into a drainage di'tch I went, 
cursi ng the LAW as I sank into the mud. 
Later one of the Montagnards sh9wed me 
how to 'cock the weapon . 

Armbrust can be stored at normal temper
ature with a 10-year shelf li fe. It is still safe 
after a IO-meter fa ll. It is impervious to 
sand , corros ive atmosphere , dusi, water or 
humidity. Anyone who can fi re a rifle can 
fire an Armbrust. It can be fired standing , 
kneeling, or prone . It has a pistol-type grip 
firing device that fo lds dowfi. Tt"!e sights are 
on the lef! side of the weapon and the shoot
er can get even lower to the ground than the 
average rifleq1an - whicn gives you a 
chance to li ve longer than the guy wjth \he 
RPG-7. When the pistol grip is held with the 
right hand , you can reach forward wi th the 
left hand al]d grasp under the tube like one 
would a rifle. Or, it can be fired like a 
shoulder-fired machine gun. This is the 
position l prefer. A butt plate to the rear of 
the carryi ng handle is lowered and the left 
hand pulls down O!J the carry ing handle ; 
firml y holding it to the shouldi<r in much the 
same way as the shoulder stock on the 
l 9 l 9A6 .30-ca liber machine gun . Take 
aim , squeeze and expect a nit. This makes 
the average grunt a real potential hazard to 
Ivan . The capability to fire from inside 
buildiflgs will cause' a rewrite of the FM on 
.urban compat. They might as well mark 
their maps: CITY -TANKS KEJ::P OUT' 

NOVE~BER/83 



SOFEXCHANGE T-shirts shown below are 
$7 .95 each. GET YOUR 
SHIRTS NOW!! 

BEIRUT 

Official SOF Ball Cap! Avail. in brown, 
·green, or maroon. - $5.95 each. 

SOF Ring - This SOF logo ring 
is high quality stainless steel -
scratches just buff out! Make. 
this a must for your collection! 
Assorted sizes ava ilable. 

- $47.95 

TEKNA KNIVES - DESIGNED BY A 
WEAPONS DESIGNER 
The Tekna Knife 1s drawn and shaped 
from a smgle piece of nickeltchromium 
stainless steel. Tpe 431 stainless was 
chosen for lhis knife. This knife is at 
home below the seaweed or above lhe 
timberline - and everywhere in be
rween! The five-holed handle permits 
the knife lo be posil ively locked in ils 
sheath. reduces weight. and allows lhe 
knife to be held comfortably. It features 
twin rows of razor-sharp saw- tooth 
serrations, and cuts th rough most 
things with a single pass. 
1 -2200 - Featu res unique . self· 
guiding ABS sheath with thumb oper
ated latch allowing one-handed remov
al or replacement 1n less than half a 
second. Two self-closu re Tekna
Straps permtl quick ad1us\men\ and in
clude stainless self-tens10ning buckles. 
- $39.95 
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CENTRAL AMERICA DIPLOMACY 

T-SHIRTS! - Buy one for yourself and one for a 
friend! T-shirts are a cotton / poly mix , All shirts 
below are available in white or black with 
contrasting printing. All are illustrated along with 
the message . 
2A - Be A Mon Among Men - Join the Rhodesian Army - $7.95 
28 - Sold ie r of Fortune (with logo) - 57.95 
2C - Airborne Death from Above - $7.95 
20 Southeast A sia - $7.95 
2E Terrorism Stops Here! - $7.95 
2F Pa tience My Ass - I'm Going Out and Kill Something! - $7.95 
2G Peace Through Superior Firepower - S7.95 
2H - Nuke Iron - $4.95 
2J - Apocalypse - S7.95 
2K Death Rides A Pale Horse - 57.95 
2L - What Price Now, Opec! - 57.95 
2M - Mercenaries Do It For Profi t - $7.95 
2N Death to Tyrants - $7.95 
20 - Soldier of Fortune 1st Annual Convention (white only) - $4.95 
2P - Soldier of Fortune 2nd Annual Convention (white only) - $5.95 
2R Special Forces - Living By Chance , Loving by Choice , Killing by 

Profession - $8.95 
25 Marines - Let Me Win Your Hearts and Minds or I' ll Burn Your 

Damn Huts Down - S8.95 
2T RLI - 1st Commando - $7.95 
2U CAMO Short Sleeve T-shirt (no printing) - $7.95 
2V Support Afghan Freedom Fighters - $7.95 
2W - CAMO Long Sleeve T-shirt (no printing) - $7,95 
2X CAMO Jogging Shorts - Green or Brown - $6.50 
3A Angolo Headhunters - SWA Border Patrol - 57.95 
38 Rhodes ian Foreign Legion - Southern Afri ca War Gomes , 

Second Place - S8.95 
3C Advice to Every Terrorist . . . .. - 57.95 
30 Soldier of Fortune Diver - 57.95 
3K V ietnon:i - Vet , Vietnam Type , One Each - $8.95 
3L Southeast Asia War Gomes - 2nd Place - 57.95 

SOF Lapel Pin - $2 .50 each ! 

Official SOF Beret and Badge! 
Maroon beret & SOF logo badge. 
Beret - $13.00 I Badge - $7.00 

Official SOF Mug and Ashtray ! White porce· 
lain w SOF logo. Mug - S7.95 ... Ashtray
S4.95 

Mall to SOF EXCHANGE, Dept. 1183, Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 

T-2300 - Exactly lhe same as T-2200. 
but provides a stainless clip in place of 
lhe T ekna·Straps for mounling on belt 
or inside boot top. - 534.95 
T-2400 - Low profile black lealher 
sheath with stainless bool clip and posi· 
live snap lock 1s included in lhis model. 
replacing the ABS sheath. Sheath is 
made of. genuine top grain cowhide. -
$39.95 
BLACK MATIE TEKNA KNIVES -
WON'T GIVE YOU AWAY!! 
Exactly lhe same as the above Tekna 
Knives. but with a non-refleclive black 
malle flntsh applied to the entire sur
face of the knife. 
T-2200B - Fealures same unique 
ABS sheath as explained on T ·2200. -
$44.95 
T-2300B - Features stainless clip on 
sheath as 1n above T-2200. - S39.95 
T-2400B - Features black lealher 
shealh as 1n above T-2400. - $44.95 

1TEM COLOR 

ISA & MASTER CARD ACCEPTED 

Card. II --------
ho 

QUANTITY SIZE 

Postage & Hancl ltng 
J 0 o Sa les Tax tCO res I 
TOTAL AM OU NT EN CLOSED 

EXTENDED 

PRICE 

NAME -------------------------

ADDRESS·----- - ------------------

CITY STATE . ZIP: 

We accept telephone orders on Master Card & VISA - cafl us at (303) 449-3750. Sorry, no 
collect ca lls accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.25 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED -
INCLUDE 75c FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE ANO HANDLING. Overseas 
orders add 30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 

SOLIUER OF FOR1'UNE 85 



t MILITARY GRAPHICS t 
DEPT. 3 - BOX 228 

UNKIRK, MARYLAND U.S.A. 20754 
Phone (301) 262-2500 
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WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION of 
MILITARY INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR 

The Pentagon whiz kids can increase 
effectiveness with the Armbrust. In lots of 
100,000 they would cost about $385 each. 
Multiply $385 by I 00,000 and that is less 
than the cost of two tanks. Nail a few T-62s 
and the lot pays for itsel f . The confidence 
built up in the infantry that KNOWS it can 
defeat tanks is priceless. 

Armbrust is a very impressive state-of
the-art weapon system. To ignore it would 
be foolish. We can only pray that the Penta
gon paragon who took away jungle sweaters 
and poncho liners and gave us the black 
wooly pully and paper plates in lieu of mess 
kits doesn' t get his hooks into this one. The 
development has been done. The weapons 
system is here. Let's kill tanks.~ 

SHOULDER HOLSTER 
Our .45 Auto Shoulder Holster 
is made of fine saddle leather. 

Leather shoulder strap is 
adjustable. This versati le 

holster works very well 
with numerous other 
handguns, including 
the 9mm Luger and 

.38 automatic. 
Money back guarantee. 

Write for our free 1983 
\ : catalog containing 

$1295 
• ppd. 

. hundreds of hard-to
lind outdoor items, 

many exclusive 
with us. Satisfac
tion guaranteed. 

P~ss~ Dept. J-113A 
P.O. Box 1600. Chapel Hill, N.C. 27515 
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THE FASTEST, EASIEST 

$100,000 
You'll Ever Make in Your Life, Yours Now 

• WITHOUT A PENNY OF INVESTMENT 

• WITHOUT LEAVING YOUR HOME 

• WITHIN 90 DAYS 

• "WORKING" ABOUT ONE HOUR A DAY 
(OR EVENING) 

There are all ki nds of ways to make money. Good golly, 
Molly - if anyone knows that, I do' For the past 20+ 
years I've concentrated on finding, investigating, creat· 
ing and specifically singling out only the very fi nest legal 
and ethical methods for carving out a mass of wea lth in 
a hurry. But believe me, in all those years never have I 
experienced anything remotely as exciting as this one1 

Recently, I came across a fairly new way to make big 
bux, but after a thorough study I discarded it because it 
required too much investment of time, money and 
personal effort. But my study did serve as inspiration to 
develop yet another fantastic and unusual wa llet· 
fattener - something that until now has never been 
done - yet fu lly complies with the tough set of stan
dards I'm noted for demanding of any potential wealth· 
producing concept: 

• Must be able to be started with minimu:n investment 

• Must be possible to start at home and not interfere 
with family life. 

• Must be able to be started and run initially by one 
man or woman 

• Must require only a few hours of spare time per week 

• Must have realistic annual profit potential of $40,000 
or more 

Well, th is one goes way beyond my usual rigorous test. 
Get this: This extra-ordinary money-maker® allows you to: 

• Start at once - within 30 seconds of studying my 
report 

• Invest not a single cent 

• Accomplish everything without leaving your home 
- heck, you can do it from your favorite easy chair 
whilst eating pizza or petting the dog (or vicey versey') 

• Have a potential net profit (not gross . net') of 
$100.000.00 by the end of 90 days - tops And 
that's cash. not theoretical or paper profits. 

Naturally, you're wondering what all this is - but I'm 
not going to tell you here. No, it's going to cost you ten 

For the past two decades Du Vall has captured the 
imagination ol men and women the world over by 
providing solid. unique direction for their quest for 
financial freedom. His firm is headquartered in 
Michigan with international marketing ottices in Hong 
Kong (known as DAX International. John W. Lane. 
President). In addition to producing some three dozen 
publications on money-making/self-improvement 
themes. DuVall is also the creator of the popular Derek 
Dax adventure/ mystery/ romance series and the 
author of the political intrigue novel. "The Big Dream" 
(published by Lyle Stuart, Inc .. New York). Unlike most. 
he has never had to resort to outlandish money-back 
guarantees to attract only the finest DAX-DOERS world· 
wide and no such policy is expressed or implied. 

His writings have been used in numerous style and 
content workshops and accredited courses at such 
institutions as California State University, UCLA. 
Fordham. University of Illinois and Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute. 

smackers to find out. But I will tell you what it isn 't so 
you'l l not be off on some wi ld goose chase: 
* No sex or off-color stuff 
* No chain letter, pyramid or multi-level scam 
* No m~il order, envelope stuffing or drop-shipping 
* No writing or self-publishing how-to stuff 
* No loan brokerage scheme 
* No stocks, commodities, real estate, etc. 
* No gambling, betting or wagering 
* No arts, crafts or special skills 
* No party-plan, door-to-door or phone selling 
* No catalogs, mailing lists, postage, etc. 
* No equipment to buy or rent 
* No bothering friends, relatives, etc. 
* Not anything you have ever seen advertised anywhere 

WHO CAN DO IT 
Anyone with even a smidgen of ambition. 

WHAT IS REQUIRED 
Other than my step-by-step detailed report ... nothing. I 
have though! long and hard about it; A person virtually 
wi thout a shirt on their back or a pot to plant petunias in 
could do it. You will of course. have to put my plan into 
motion - but that's both fun and easy and totally 
accomplished from the comfort of your own home. (By 
the way, no one wi ll be coming to your home, either.) 

Finally, let me make this clear: Once you have my report, 
that is all you need to get going! I have nothing else to 
sell you for this deal. Your purchase of this extraordinary 
report is NOT a "foot in the door" to get you to buy some 
extra or expensive "course" or whatever ... this is all you 
need from me' 

WANT PROOF? 
We have over 10,000 'tasty testimonials' from house
wives, doctors, lawyers, layed-off factory workers-all 
sorts of good people. These excerpts sum up their feelings: 

"Thanks a million times . .. you have proved 100% accurate in 
what you said in your advertisement. Doing this work is so easy' 
I sometimes work while in bed. Should you come up with another 
ingenious thing, please let me know. 

Mohidin Mohammed, Sweden 

"We are so impressed ... have our 13 and 16 year olds involved 
. .. thanks for giving our family new hope." 

MacClear Family, Indiana 

.. man in economically depressed area left $35.000 secure 
job to put this method to work ... made$120.000. First man I've 
ever met who really made money on idea purchased through 
mail. " David Roman. Editor. ROMAN REPORTS, Ohio 

WHAT TO DO NOW 
You've got two choices: 

I. Put this ad aside, wa it 90 days or so and perhaps 
lose your chance at $100,000. 

Nifty Bonus! 
A few months back in our DAX MONEY-MAKER® 
CONFIDENTIAL NEWSLETTER, we reported on 
another business that can easily net $1.000 a 
week for life. It's a bit more involved and does 
require getting out and about, but our readers 
were so delighted with it that I'm including it as 
an extra free bonus when you order our new 
special DAX report. "$100,000 in 90 Days." 

2. Do the only sensible thing. Send me the ten bux 
and get started on wearing in that path to the 
bank. 

P.S. One more thing (say, this Du Vall is a windy so and 
so, isn't he1) . There are lots of people right now in bad 
financia l straits. I hope you're not one of them. but if you 
are. having read this ad you now have absolutely no 
excuse for being broke, because as the saying goes, 
"This is it1" This could truly be the once-and-for-all 
solution to any money miseries you have. I guess you'll 
have to take my word for it until you receive these 
fabu lous reports - but if it eases your mind any, over 
1,000,000 men and women worldwide have been, over 
the years repeat buyers of my books, courses, reports, 
cassette tape programs and newsletters. There must be 
a reason . 

- Dean F. V. Du Vall 
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Leather Cases 
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leather cases available for all HKS 
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan. 
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No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 
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to board make a · -
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for only $3.95. • 
3 models for Speedloaders 
10-A DSA. 547. 586-A, PYA, M-3A, and 27-A 

HKS Speedloaders Fit Nearly 
Every Revolver·-----.... 

• SMITH & WESSON 
.38, .357, 22-J, 22-K, .41 Mag., 
.44 Spec.,.44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 
. 45 Colt Long, .9MM 

• COLT .38, .357, .22 
•RUGER .38, .357, 

Security Six, Speed Six 
• DANWESSON 

.38, .357, .22LR., .44 
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.38, .357, .44 Special 

See Your Local Gun Dealer 

HKS Products, Inc. 
132 Fifth, Dayton, Ky. 41074 
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ROBERT DENARD 
Continued from page 55 

A witch doctor in the tiny Indian Ocean 
republic had warned the president , half-mad 
dictator Ali Solih, to beware of a man with a 
dog. Solih immed iate ly conj ured up the 
spectre of Bob Denard as the unknown dog
owner. Denard heard of the prophecy and 
was delighted. He promptly supplied the 
dog. 

And Denard 's dog story immediately 
went around the world. The guy is a public
ity natura l, as Hollywood has noticed. 

In fact, Bob Denard's drama of Bob De
nard , real-li fe mercenary, may be coming to 
an end - replaced by the cellulo id version 
"soon to be a major motion picture. " 

At least, that ' s according to the no ises 
now coming out of Hollywood , New York 
City and Paris. Denard mustered his little 
private army, !es affreux (the Frightful 
Ones) , in an empty Paris nightclub the other 
day . He gave them the word . 

I'm retiring, Denard to ld hi s boys. But 
I'm talking to MGM studios about making a 
real mere film, he added, the first authentic 
movie ever made of mere li fe , of le baroud 
(that 's an idiomatic French ex press ion 
meaning a swashbuckl ing , pir.atical li fe
style). 

I won' t fo rget you guys , Denard prom
ised vague ly. The Frightful Ones were de
lighted. Their boss left, saying he was off to 
the States to talk to ac tor Clint Eas twood 
about playing the starring role. 

Bob Denard is quite serious about maki ng 
the film. After all , he is 56, a bit o ld for le 
baroud. And he' ll be quitting at the apex of 
his career, despite what later happened in 
the Comoros. His last major rival in the 
African mere fraternity, fa med Maj. Mike 
Hoare of South Africa . has drawn I 0 years 
in a South African prison. Hoare was the 
sacrific ial vict im the South Africans offered 
up to world opin ion. They had sponsored a 
mere operation against another, tiny Indi an 
Ocean republic, the Seychelles Islands. lt 
was a fiasco. Hoare , the ostensible leader, 
took the fa ll . 

Denard knows that it could just as eas il y 
have been him . Mere patrons are like that. 

And the big Frenchman and his boys are 
no longer in offic ial favor in Paris - nor 
even unofficially. Denard ' s former patrons, 
French secret serv ice ch iefs, have been 
ousted and replaced with political appoin
tees . And , unkindest cut of all , the present 
regime's adviser on the Third World and 
clandestine conflict is none other than Regis 
Debray, friend of Fidel Castro and former 
disciple to Che Guevara - all three, tradi
tional enemjes of the Frightful Ones. 

So it 's time for Denard to pack it in , 
ending a 23-year career which began with 
almost instant ce lebrity early in the Congo 
wars. 

It was 1960 when a big , brawny French
man came out of nowhere to help Moise 
Tshombe organ ize the Katanga Rebellion 
which triggered a decade of violence. De
nard 's burly physique and bearing quickly 

NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 
"NO LIE GI" 

T36 

"SIN LOI~' 
I TOfl CftAJll..1£ 

z 
Q 

u 
5 
~ 

9 
z 
;:;; 

(Sin Loi Victor harlie means tough shit VC) 
Money Orders - prompt . immediate shipp i n g 

I CAPS & T-Shirts$8.~ i""'"""•••I I 
shirts screened front & back " No Cheap Charlie !" 
OD available if specified Specify size & style h 

for Overseas AirMail add $2.25 I item 
make poymenl lo : 

SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS lnc.(SLPI] 
1105 N.Main St. Suite 2A # 2 

Gainesville Fl. 32601 
We Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirts 
Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 

GENUINE AMERICAN 
MADE ZIPPER 

COMBAT BOOT 
R 61/do 13 W 61/z to 13 $4800 

10 in. Side Zipper. Cap toe 
COMBAT BOOT in Black 
finish Elk leather. Made 

over the genuine Munson 
last. Full COMFORTABLE 

CUSHION INSOLE. steel 
shank. heavy leather mid
sole. rolled edge, military 

beveled jump heel. 
Heavy cloth lace. 

Genuine Goodyear 
Welt. 

MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COD's accepted . 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
government surpl_us including camouflague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE, PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS .• INSURED. 

NOVEMBER/83 



attracted press attention. French newsme n 
promptly promoted the mere to ' ·comman
dant''. in the ir reports . And the ran~ stuck. 

OverT]ight , De nard became a tactical 
commander. He soon led an entire mercen
ary command , the largest mere formatio n. 
And ~e didn ' t do badly. Denard led his 
troops· with fl air if not profess ional bril
liance'. As his reputation g rew' Denard W?S 

cre<! iteq with vast previous military experi
ence in ' North Africa and Indochina . 

lteporters adqred him . Denard '~ fe llo"Y 
meres couldn ' t stand him. To the m , Denard 
was just too much :__ too n~uch of every·
thing: a moustachioed , swaggering exhibi
tionist who ·came put with such vomitous 
bo~sts as :' "' I am the sold ier of 1 iberty ." 
Most merq are prlma donnas - and that 
big bastard ·was pogging the spotlight! 

The fact is, Denard and his personal e n
tourage would ha ye·· drawn very mixed re
views for f ield pyrformance fro m almost 
any impartial observer. His critics w~re tab 
ob~essed with De.nard 's celebrity status to 
pay much attention to the fact that the 
Frenchll:!an's campaigns were usually flam
boyant failu res . 

Siill , you bave to g ive him credit: Until 
the Congo, Bob Denard had µever see11 
combat. He had no command training or 
experience. Plis only military background 
was as a sailor in the Fre nc h N;ivy. This 
didn ' t become known until years after his 
Congo debut. 

Denard went on to fight fo r t~e losing 
Royalist side in Yeme n in 1962-1 963. The 
n'e;t.year r e returned to the Congo (Zaire) In 
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the service of General Mobutu. The genera l 
won - but Denard lost in a Byzantine series 
of betrayals which ended with Denard 
f)eeing for his life . There was a three-year 
break. then came the sickening Biafran war 
in Nigeria. 

Denard ' s side los t again , of course , and 
Denard settled 'down to Pari s-sponsored lit ~ 
tie police actions in former French West 
Africa. Then came the Portuguese collapse 
in Angola , c ivil war and the arrival of a 
Castro Cuban exped itionary force. This 
time Dena~d and hi s boys went to work fo r 
the CIA- with Paris ' approval, of course. 

!t seems that Washington had asked Paris 
to lend a clandestine hand to Jonas Savimbi , 
l eade~ of the Angolan UNIT A guerri lla 
organ ization in south Angola. That was ear
ly in 1976just before the routofClA's own 
African allies and meres in northern Ango
la , Paris obligingly put the Agency in touch 
with Denard . 

The Denard group was paid $500,000 fo r 
its services. They consisted of sending in no 
more than a dozen hand-picked mercenaries 
-and Denard didn ' t send himself. And , for 
once , the operation was reasonably success
ful: The Frenchmen at least didn ' t lose. 
They man~gecl to stab ili ze the Savimbi 
forces and set up supply lines to the outside 
world. 

Seven years later, the UNITA guerri ll as 
are still a powerful force , contro lling large 
areas of southern Angola - and so far they 
are the oniy pro-Western forces -.y ho have 
inflicted serious defeats on Castro ' s tough, 
well-armed Cubans (see " Appointment in 
Angol~," June '83 and " inside Free Ango
la, " July '83) . Contrast that with the CIA 
record against Castrn . 

Denard himse lf has never set foot in 
Angola. Can he cla im credit for his people ' s 
success there? Of course . Had it been a 
fiasco he would have been blamed . His the 
responsibility either way. 

As of 1983 , the Frightful Ones c laim they 
fought 13 operati ons and campaigns fo r Le 
Vieux, The Old Man. No more action is in 
sight. They prowl Paris bi stros these days. 
They ' re looking for contrac ts , say they . But 
one suspects they mean filn1 contracts. 
They've even started remi niscing about the 
old clays. 

How were they first rec ruited~ And why 
did they join? 

" Don ' t believe that bullshit about Le 
Yieux recruiting only in Brussels and s i ~n

ing up mainly Belgians, " they' ll tell you. 
" Me, for instance , I' m from Lyons . And 
Denard isn ;t a Belgian either; he ' s really 
from Gascony. That rherde was to take the 
French government off the hook . " 

Denard recruited at first by rµnnin g little 
ads in French n~wspapers. He "asked fo r 
applications from men inte r.ested in security 
work overseas - " mi l itary references 
appreciated.' ' The last three words were t he 
tip-off. Denard was floo.clecl with would-be 
mercenaries. 

" As for why we joined , it was the usual. 
Some of us were running away from a li fe 
that had become intolerable . But most of us 
joined for the Denard life-style , le baroud. " 

There's that phrase again: The muddled 
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French term which. nonethe less, expresses 
the mercenary mystique. 

The Frightful Ones like to ta lk about their 
Comoro contract ." With good reason:· It was 
one of the sweetes t in recent mere history , 
one of the best executed ' a textbook class ic. 
Would that it were typical .... 

With equal good reason they dof! ' t have 
much to say about the op preceeding the 
Comoros: Operation Zangara. The most 
chari table descript.ion of that one was , says 
one part icipant, " five hours of fuck-up ." 

Here it is . Bob Denard , the Zangaro 
story . ls the fo llow ing what you mean by /e 
baroud? · 

On Sunday , 6 January 1977. a DC-7 
landed at the international airport ous ide 
Cotoni. capital of the former French colony 
of Benin. Forty French meres spi lled out of 
the pl ane and took over the airport. With 
them were 60 West African blacks , hired 
mai nly to camoufla,ge the fact that the op
eration was primarily European. 

Denard had launched the long-planned 
strike to oust Benin ' s Pres . Mathieu Kere
kou. the little coµntry's "sc ientific Marx
ist" dictator. The name "Zangara" was 
drawn from Frederick Forsythe 's Dogs of 
War. the tale 9f meres who rook over a 
fictio!la l African country , Zangara , remark-
abl y similar to Benin . · 

The name was to prove prophetic -
although not in the manner Denard con
ceived. Before writing the book. Forsythe 
himself had financed a strike against a very 
real Afric an state, Eq uatori a l Guinea, 
which had ended in fiasco . Operation Zan-
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gemini 

'nightstalker' 
Black Combat Fatigues 

Coat-4 pocket , made to military specs , fabri c ~imilar to 
Woodland in texture, SM-Xl. .. $26.50 
Trousers-6 pocket style , 50-50 blend, wi\h cargo pocket on leg, 
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.. 

garo duplicated the real Dogs of War stpry 
on!y too fai thfully. 

It was to be a ' '~u rgical strike ,' ' the meres 
were told a~ they trained in Moroccq . The 
operation was to be a lightning-swift , three
pronged assault on Benin 's ca.pita!. Denard 
even hac.j built for his boys ·an elaborate 
mock-up of the city and the ~h r~e major 
targets. · 

And Denard ' s Pari s patrons supplied him 
with comple'te and up- to-date intelfigence 
coverage ·of the situation. Th&t' s what Le 
Vieux assured his troops. • 

So when the meres poured out pf their 
pl;me at the Coton i airport , the operatiqn 
was to b.e little more· rhan another well
rehearsed drill. The targets: ( I) the National 
Palace, (2) the Maison de la Radio, (3) the 
barracks of the capita! ' s finny garrison. · 

The whole thin g shouldn ' t take five 
hours. 

The meres moved out of the airport and 
headed unerrringly for the designated site of 
the Maison de la Radio, the c ity's main 
radio station. No radio station. Then~ was 
nothing the re at <=! II. They never did fincj it. 

All items post paid. Prices and availability of merch. subject to change without noti ce. 
Please incl ude $2.00 handling fee on . orders under $25.00. Serid check, money order, or 
VISA/Mas. Chg . number to: 

Second fiasco: The National Palace . In
te ll igence sa ict it would be guarded by 
s!eepy , barefoot tribesmen whq would ·b9lt 
at the first bullet. In ste~d. it was. ri nged by 
very tough and well-trained North Kor.eans 
toting machine guns . 

GEMINI INDUSTRIES 
Box 20064-F 

Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
Send $5.00 for complet~ military surplus catalog. 

THE FACTS: 

The meres reached the Palace , took a 
long look , and decided they didn ' t want the 
Palace after all. 

As for the third target , the barracks, 
forge t it. That ' s what .Denard ' s boys did . 

Why Eagle Padded Combat Rifle Cases Outperf9rm The Competition 

FACT 1 We use only closed cell foam in our products. 
a. Closed cell foa(TI will not absorb water like the competition's open cell 

foam. 
b. Closed cell foam will take much more shock and has a much greater 

protective quality than the foam most of the competition uses. 
c. Closed cell foam will not break down and lose its protective qualities 

as open cell foam does. 

FACT 2 Our zippered front cargo pocket out performs hook and loop style closers. 
a. Zippers keep out more dust and dirt. 
b. Zipper is much easier to handle. 
c. Can be locked. 

FACT 3 Adjustable magazine pouches for keeping magazines tightly in place. 
Magazine pouches hold 20', 30, or 40 round magazines on .223 cases. 

Padded rifle pnd shot gun 
cases $59.95. Available in black or 

woodland camouflag~. 

QUALITY ... 
BY DESIGN 

FACT 4 Carrying handles are sewn all the way down bqth sides for extra carrying 
protection at high streS$ points. 

FACT 5 Three heavy welded "D" rings on top of the case for attaching 2" wide 
padded shoulder strap. Strap is to be attacheq to center and top "D" 
rings. Center "D" ring can be locked to zipper slide on cargo pocket. 

FACT 6 Our Ci!Ses are made of 11 oz. Cordura Nylon. 

FACT 7 Lifetime warranty on materials and workmanship on all products. 

FACT 8 The people at Eagle Industries have b~en making combat cases, nylon 
holsters, gear bags and many other items of nyjon for the gun industry for 
over three years. Quality is a way of life at Eagle. w~ have peen ma~u
facturing nylon products for 9 years. If it's quality and dependability you 
Want please call or wri te for our complete line cataJog. The cost is $1.DO. 

Visa or Master Card accepted 
Our products are being stocked at dealers across the USA. Dealer and law enforcement inQLliries wanted. 

Eagle Industries Unlimi~ed, Inc., 55 Lincoln, St. Louis, MO 63119, 314-968-4144 
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STUN! 
STAGGER! 
STOP. 
ANY ASSAILANT 
WITH PALM 
SIZED INSTANT 
PROTECTION FROM 
TELESCOPING 
STEEL COILS 

These are the 
original steel whi~. 
gun blued for low 
profile visibility, 
small but powerful. 
They open in an 
eyeblink, deliver 
stunningly painful 
blows, rendering 
assailants helpless 
instantly without 
breaking bones. 
No matter the odds, 
with Blitz or Sipo, 
they 're with you. 
Totally guaranteed. 

Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 

Specifications: 
BLITZ: 5Vs" closed, 
133/4" open, 
5V2 ounces. 
SIPO: 6" closed, 
16" open, 
10 ounces. 
Pocket clip included 

s1495 BLITZ 

SJQ95 SIPO 

GET YOURS NOWI 
To Ofdef, iust send your name, and address 
with check, cash or money order to: 
INCO, P.O. Box 3111 Dept. 8(11) 
Burbank, CA 91S04 \213) 842-4094 
Add $2.00 each for postage and handling 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

NOVEMBER/83 

All hands raced back to their plane, got 
aboard and new home. Well , almost all 
hands ; they left behind three dead Africans 
and one Frenchman. T hey took with them 
the stigma of just having executed the most 
fouled-up mere operation in African his
tory. No small feat , that; even Frederick 
Forsythe ' s comic little caper was a master
piece of professionalism by comparison. 

And , as Bob Denard 's old enemies chor
used , most of the respo nsibi lity was at the 
command level. The old man must be get
ting senile . 

Denard and his whores of war retreated 
into si lence and seclusion for the next 18 
months or so. It seemed end of the line for 
Le Vieux . Others, more fam iliar with De
nard and mere psychology generally. pre
dicted he and his boys would make a sup
reme effort to recoup. 

They d id . T he Comoros op of May 1978 
was the resul t. 

The is lands' mad dictator, Al ie So lih , 
was shot and Denard installed his client, 
Ahmed Abdullah, as president. Now pay 
close attention because th is gets complex. 

It was Denard who had installed Ahmed 
Abdullah as Comoros' president in July 
1975 . It was Denard who overthrew Ahmed 
Abdullah two months later. It was Denard 
who then put his patron, Ali Solih, in the 
palace. Finally, Denard had now ousted 
So lih and put back in Abdullah . 

Daisy chain conspiracy like that is com
mon in the twilight zone of the mercenary . 
Meres like to quote a bit o f ancient wisdom: 
"Your friends are potential enemies . Your 
enemies are potential friends. " 

In the euphoria of victory, Bob Denard 
seemed to forget that advice . Instead of 
looking over his shoulder, Denard said he 
looked to the future. Le Vieux, said he , was 
to be no more. The battered old mercenary 
had finally found a home . He was going to 
retire . Here in the Comoros he would spend 
the rest of his life. 

"A man reaches a po int in his life when 
it's time to settle down ," the new strong 
man of Comoros told his admiring subjects. 
' 'This p lace has good food and pretty 
women. What more can you want?" 

To show he meant what he said, Denard 
took a Comoro wife and converted to Islam. 
Just to be on the safe side, he also took the 
post of commander of the army and police 
and control o.f the islands ' post office and 
telephone system. 

Alas, the new Denard paid litt le heed to 
his official responsibilities. 

T hey grow cloves in the Comoros , and 
vanilla and the ylang-ylang tree which pro
duces a rich fragrance used in the perfume 
industry. The former Le Vieux settled down 
unde r the ylang-y lang tree and sniffed its 
fragrance. 

But while Denard paid little further atten
tion to his c lien t and puppet president, 
Ahmed Abdullah , o ld Ahmed had certainly 
not forgotten the one-time Le Vieux, nor the 
max im about friends and enemies. 

Abdullah didn't make a very good pup
pet. The wily new president was soon pull
ing the actual strings and levers of power. 
When he had consolidated his position, 

SILEN'I' ®PAlfl'NER 

Body armor you can't afford to be without 

Real-World Armo r 

Front and back protection that ex
ceeds the federal ly recommended 
levels for standard police armor. 
3 • to .. 

• 
The T-shirt style 
armor that set 
new standards 
in qual ity and 
price ! 

Complete 

There is no better armor. There is 
only more costly and less com
fortable armor. 

The Silent Partner standard model 
is armor you can afford, armor you 
will wear, all day ever day. And 
federal studies and statistics say 
body armor would save the lives 
of half the police officers ki lled in 
the line of duty. 

What are you waiting for? 
For dealer and technical info call (504) 366-4851 
MAIL TO: 

SILENT PARTNER, INC. 
230 LAFAYETTE ST. 
GRETNA, LA 70053 

CREDIT CARO ORDERS 
24 hoursadayon our 

lolJ.free phone no,: 
1-800·328-3890 

Exl. 6028 
Order normal T·shi rt size • Carriers available In V-neck (VJ 

or round-neck (Al In while onl . Specify quanti fy below. 
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CHEROKEE GUN 
ACCESSORIES 
"TESTED PRODUCTS " 

contoured grip 
M16A2 

PRI CE 
IT1 $15.00 
~ + $2.00 Shipping 

2 .Like Marine Corps new grip 
o • Storage compartment in grip 
ti:> 
"' • 3/8" longer for large hands 

• Provides supe rior control 
• Guara n tee d 

• "Super-Tough" NYLON 

storage butt cap 
~ HK91 

t.~ 

• Store 
HK cl eaning kit 

• Jn c reases sto ck length 3/4" 
• Abso rbs fe lt recoil 
• Improves Ac curacy + $2.00 
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• Eliminates injury Shipping 

6 PRI CE ONLY $2 7 .00 

smagazine release 
~ Speci fy HK 91 or HK 93 vi 
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PRICEONLY $37 .50 
+ $2 .00 Shipping 

~ • Wo rks exactly like comba t 
ii! prove n G-3 and M-14 

• Press leve r t o wards magazine 
a nd extract 

• Use right or left handed 
.Original re leas e remains intact 
• Insta lls easily 
• All hardened stee l 
• Life-time guara ntee 
• Don't confuse with awkward 

imitations 
* $2.00 Shipping/Handling 

Mone y Order or Ba nk Cashier' s Check 
Calif. Residents Please add 6 1 /2 % Ta x 

Cata log ue - $2 .0 0 + S.A.S.E. {l egal size) 
830 Wood side Road 

Redwood Cit y, California 9 4061 
DE A LER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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Super Bright 
High Power Binoculars 
Steiner's rugged 15 x 80 Military-Marine Binoculars are one 
of the highest-power binoculars Iha! you can hand hold. Due 
lo its remarkably lightweight construction and precision
made optics. You'll know in an instant Iha! S!einer"s 15 x 80 
is absolutely among the best made. 
The 15 x 80 gathers and intensifies light like no other 
binocular on the market. You get brilliant resolution when 
it counts most- in low light or twilight conditions. Objects 
or subjects which are barely visible to the naked eye. ap
pear bright and sharp . 
Plus, Steiner's 15 x 80 is shock-proof and water-resistant. 
Multi-coated lenses prevent glare. Soft eyepieces enable 
comfortable viewing . 
Steiner's 15 x 80. When brightness and high power count 
mos!. 
Also available: 6 x 30 Compact, 7 x 35 Wide Angle. 7 x 50, 
the brightest binocular made, The Commander 7 x 50 with 
built-in compass, 10 x 50, 24 x 80 Telescope, Rifle scopes, 
Electronic image intensifiers, Periscopes, inquire about 
optical subcontracting . 

C;th ov1 SfECtAL HOT\.INE a1 

1-800-257. 7742 
NJ Alilll_kA. Hn~/t.H, OtJ IB<ISe US.A, Ca~ 

(609) 854·2'124 Or W111e 

PIONEER & CO., 216 Haddon Ave., Westmont. NJ 08108 

This Knife May 
Save Your life! 

LIFEKNIFE@ 
A COMPLETE 

SURVIVAL.!,; 

KIT {f~ 
' I 

• 
Watertight 

hollow handle 
contains the four 

essentials for survival: 
a 20" wire saw for shelter 

building; matches for fire 
making; hooks, line, needles 

and snare wire for food gathering, 
and is sealed by a liquid-filled 
luminous compass for direction 
finding. OR add what you want! 6" 
stainless steel blade (RHS7); 41/2" 
aluminum alloy handle; weighs nine 
oz.; with leather sheath. 

Send $39.95 plus $3.00 Shipping & H•ndling 

LIFEKNIFE, INC . 
Box 771 , Dept. SF ll 

Santa Monie.a. CA 90406 
MONEY tlACK GUARANTEE 

Cali f. res. add M·"1°h 

Abdullah made his first policy dec ision: 
That damn Frenchman has to go . 'Twas 
ever thus for meres . 

And go he did - but with a commend
able lack of mayhem. By c lient-mercenary 
standards, it was a remarkably clean break. 
The French government backed up Abdul
lah· s demand. Your boy , the white mercen
ary . Abdullah had told Pari s , is an embar
rassment to us both. Paris agreed. And , 
fin all y , so did Denard. 

Pres ident Abdullah even gave him a 
fa rewe ll banque t. He toasted De na rd. 
We ' re kicking this guy out . Abdullah told 
the assembled loca l notables and dip lomats, 
" but he goes out through the fro nt door with 
hi s head he ld hi gh. '· 

Denard didn't have much to say except to 
claim again that he 's quitting the li fe. Then 
he di sappeared - again. 

' ' And so once more the white mercenary 
in black Africa has been forced to flee ," 
commented South Africa 's To The Point 
magazine , " lick hi s wounds and wait for 
another opportunity . Hi s career spans more 
than three decades on three continents , but 
he has yet to taste the spoils of victory. On 
the Comoro Islands he came close to it and it 
was here he planned to make his last stand ." 

In Pari s. a former Frightful One to ld 
newsmen:' ' Retired or not, last stand or not. 
no one can say with certainty that this is the 
fin al chapter in /e baroud of Bob Denard. " 

And it wasn ' t. Dickering with Holl y
wood film makers got underway in 198 l. At 
thi s writing, Le Vieux is reported to have 
signed a contract with Clint Eastwood , the 
ac tor-producer who recentl y fin anced a 
mercenary expedition into Laos to look for 
MlAs (see SOF's POW/MIA Special). In 
Pari s, the Frightful Ones are so excited 
they ' ve taken to bathing and shav ing. They 
expect to be inc luded in the cas t. 

At this point , only two things can be said 
with assurance about the planned picture . It 
will be monumental hit or flop - Denard 
never does things by halves. And Bob De
nard will be silently , fe veri shly repeati ng to 
him se lf that o ld mercenary maxim each 
time he does business with his new fr iend 
and patron , Clint Eastwood. ~ 

'[]'[)[]~ 

filarnrn oomm~ 
@mmrm~ [~m~ 

IS A MONTHLY PU BL/CATION FOR 
BY AND ABOUT THE AIRBORNE, 
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE. 

OED /CA TED TO THE PERPETUA
TION OF THE AIRBORNE IDEA LS 
OF BRO THERHOOD, FELL O W
SHIP, AND CA MARADE RIE ESTAB
LISHED IN THE WARFARE, STRIFE 
ANO DURESS OF COMBAT. 

$20 PER YEAR 
SEND FOR FREE COPY 

BOX 87518 
COLLEGE PARK, GA 30337 
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CHOATE 
Continued from page 37 

Leaving the armory and the break room , 
we pass through a door into Choate Machine 
and Tool ' s 24 ,000-square-foot factory / 
warehouse , which is due to double in size 
this year. Choate's three other buildings 
take care of the actual molding , the heavy 
lathe work for his metal accessories and the 
custom finishing (bluing and Parkerizing) 
he does . 

The main building is devoted to fina l 
assembly of the Zyte l® parts , some 180 ,000 
a year , to shipping and receiving, and , in 
one very special corner. to machine work on 
prototype weapons and accessories. 

Among the pieces in the last stages of 
development are a stock and carrier for the 
F.l.E. assault shotgun , an innovative bipod 
and carrying handle for the M 14 , and a 
dandy Zytel® stock for the TIC Contender 
that transforms it into a first-rate single-shot 
survival carbine . The drop and balance on 
this little jewel are like that of a good skeet 
gun - nothing like the clunky fit of other 
so-called survival rifles. 

Garth Choate's operation is so complete , 
he even manufactures his own magazine 
springs to go along with his magazine exten
sions for riot guns. The whole kit includes 
extension, spring and one of those she ll 
followers you can see in the dark. 

Back in the office , sitting beneath the 

Soundproof 
Your Bedroom 
Electronically 

\ 

The Sleepatron in effect soundproofs your 
bedroom electronically at very low cost and 
induces sleep in a very safe and natural way. 
The Sleepatron works by making a sound 
like heavy rain that drowns out extraneous 
noises that keep you awake or awaken you 
and gives you a secure feeling. It also 
induces sleep because the primal instinct of 
man is to want to sleep when the sound of 
rain is heard. Some of our customers who 
had been taking sleeping pills for years have 
reported being able to give up taking them 
after receiving their Sleepatron . Many 
people who have to sleep in a noisy 
envi ronment have found it to be a godsend. It 
is also a great help for those who must study 
or concentrate in a noisy environment . It is a 
great companion to the trave ler, being small 
and completely portable . $75.00 or send for 
free literature. 

GARDINER ELECTRONICS 602 - 274-9681 
Dept. 67. 4729 N. 7th Ave ., Phoenix, AZ 85013 
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Exclusive Crystal Cover Strap! 

BRIGADE'S KNIFE POUCH 

Protects your watch and 
conceals nighttime glow. 

Heavy-Duty, Mil-Spec Web, l314'. Sewn 
with nylon thread. Nearly indestruc t
able and will not rot. Velcro® Hook-n
Loop clos u res secure th e Cover and our 
unique Double-locking wrist band w ill 
not come off even under stress. 
Washable. Measure wrist to nearest'!." 
and specify color. Olive, Black, Sage 
Green, Navy. 
#CBI, $5.50 

A fitting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of the 
same material as our Commando Watchband. Regular size 
fits most pocke t knives and all width belts. Velcro® 
protective flap keeps knife safe and reaJy when you need 
it . Olive, Black, Navy, Sage. 
#PCHl, Regular $3.95 
#PCH2, Extra Large for Buck size knives. 
#PCH3, for Swiss Champion. Specify type. Olive, Black. 
Just $4.95. 

NYLON COMMANDO FIELD WALLET 
Rugged nylon packcloth wallet with Velcro® closure. 5 
inside pockets for bills, 1.0. and credit cards. Water 
repellent, washable & comfortable . A must for any 
outdoors person. Choose Olive, Camouflage, Black, 
Brown, Blue, Green or Divers' Red. 
#NWT-79, $7.95 

t.Brigade
Quartermasters, Ltd. 
266-SF Roswell Street 

® Marietta, GA 30060 

M19-A 
BB 

SUBMACHINE GUN 
Imagine-a 3000 BB per minute cy
c le rate with an effective range of 
over 50 yards - Th at's some 
AWESOME Fire Po wert I I The 
M19·A is s impl e to use too. Just 
pour in the BB 's (magazine capac i
ty 3000 1), pop in the compressed 
air o r conven ien t 1 pound can of 
auto a ir condition ing Freon and 
you 're ready for the range! Want a 
pistol vers ion? Well , we have that 
too-the M19·AMP. Get in on the 
full auto action-get your M19-A or 
M19-AMP today! 
STILL $39.00 each or both for $75.00 

OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
FLORIDA RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD 5% SALES TAX. 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Se nd Check. Money 
Ord er or Charge l a V i ~rn or Ma s tercard. In cl ude $'1.5 0 
Pos loge & 1-lnndling Fee fo r nil U.S .A. Zip Code 
Addresses . Fore ign O rde rs mu s t req ues t Pns la ge Rates . 
Sorr y. No C.0.D."s . 

Cha rge Phone Orders To Your Bankcard 
Ca ll (404) 428-1234 

;;;; 7H7c; ~;ON~ ;;;~TO:- - - --. 
I LARC INT., P.O. BOX 460, MAITLAND, FL 32751 I 

(3os1 339.5599 I 

THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 
I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER. 

I 
I 
t 

SIGNED -------------- I 
SEND ME: D M19-A D M19·AMP I 

I 
NAME ~~~~~~~~~~~~ ' 

I 
STREET_~~~~~~~~~~~- ' 

I 
CITY, STATE ~~~~~~~~~~ ' 

I 
ZIP SF-11 j L-----------------J 
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"Order Directly From Germany Original German Military Equipment!" 
All ite m s o ffered are o riginal, brand new and first quality! 

It f lew w ith the Me 109 and FW 190: Ger ma n World War II A i r Fo rce Pilo t's 
Chronometer " Lemania" wi th stop w a tch , con t inuou s second a nd 30 -minute 
counter, black d ial wi th bright illumination for night re a d ing, shock
woterproof. stainless steel ca se, 25 jewels. Year o f construct ion 1944/ 45 . The y 
were n o more b ro ught to act ion, therefo re brand new, but overhaule d 
be cause o f the long rest. Few p ieces avai la ble o nly ! $260.00. G ua rantee: 1 
year. 

German WWII Officia l Military Wrist Watch "08/ 15 Military Automatic" 
(produ ced by t h e same m a nufacture r as in WWII } shock -wate rproof , 25 iewels, 
stainless s teel ca se (co m pa re SOF 8 / 83) $65.00. G uarantee: 1 ye a r. 

German Air For ce Flying Boots WWII, p roduced i n accordance w i th the 
o rig inal. Foot por t: Dark b rown, soft , w aterproof grease leather . Leg: Dork 
b r own velour s leather , side zipper . 2 leathe r st rops to a d just a nkle a nd leg
width , lea t h e r inso le, nonsk id oi l -acid proof prof i le outsole. The w hole boot 
throughout li ned wi th lambski n . A r ugg e d , but comfo rtab le boot fo r extrem e 
cold weathe r , tested in Artie. Sizes: 6- 13. $ 152.00. 

German Mountain Tr ooper Boots , black, manu factured with centuries old 
G e rmon mounta in a nd milita ry exp e rie nce, o boo t o f un lim ite d service life 
(comp. SOF 8/ 83) $11 5.00. 

G e rman M oun t a in Tr ooper Knickers, st onegrey·olive, heavy tearproof molesk in mate ria l , 5 pock e ts 
- Sizes: 34-46 o r S,M ,L,Xl. O rder w ith tro user waist and inside leg body heigh t! $32.00. 

German Mounta in Trooper Stockings f i tting th e Knickers, 45% wool , 55% dolon - Sizes 6 -13 -
Stock ings of highest quality ! $ 11.00 . Boots, Knick ers. and Stock ings ore most popular with the U.S. 
Special Forces in Germany! 

German Military Combat Trouser s , heavy teorproof moleski n . stonegrey-ol ive, 5 pock e ts, 2 cargo 
pockets bel lowe d , lik e knickers, dra w st r i ng s at a nk les. 

German Mil itary Binoculars w ith g ra d uated scale, a b solutely w ate r · 
shock proof, o l ive-g reen armor-bodied, multicoate d , eyepiece ad justme nt , 
W hen a d justed to 98 feet they' re sharp up to infinity w i thout extra ad ju stment. 
G erman Mil itary Fieldg lasses are supposed to be the world's best . l n g rea t 
demand with the U.S. So ld ier s in G e rm any. M anufacture r s: e.g. Steiner : 8x30 
$260.00 - 7x50 $280.00 - l OxSO $300.00 - 8x56 $300.00 - 7x50 Commander 
wi th scale and com p ass $372.00 - i ll um inated $415.00. - 5 year g ua rantee. 

A ll orders shipped wi thin 24 hour s ! Sot is faction guara nteed o r money b ock . if m e rchandise is in 
original cond i t ion and re turned within 30 days ! Payment : Pay wi t h you r o rder , cash ier 's ch eck , 

Amer ican Express, include appropria te sh ipping costs: Wi th orders up to 
$20.00 + $6.00 - $50.00 + $9.00 - over $70.00 + $13.50. 

Militarausrustung 

$1 Q95ppd 
Developed for the military in the Vietnam war, the Ranger 
Bush Hat in popular camouflage pattern is an excellent 
hat for hunters, campers or hikers. 50\1'. nylon/50% cot· 
ton. Four wire mesh ventilators in crown, plus a l/4" wide 
nylon webbed band with loops for adding natural 
camouflage. Floppy brim, 3" wide. Adjustable nylon chin 
strap. Hand washable. Available in sizes Small (7), 
Medium (7V. ), Large (7'12), and X-Large (73/•). We honor 
VISA and MasterCard . Moneyback Guarantee -
Write for FREE Catalog ! 

PGS Sa/!M Dept. J-113 
P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill , NC 27515 

Tel . 01149-8856-2219 

W o lfra m D e ibe l · Bah n h o fs tra n e 19a 8122 Penzb e rg 

West Germany 

~- NEW TAKE·DOWN BLOWGUN 
Now get 2 Blowguns in 1 

SURVIVAL WEAPON_ 
SILENT POWERFUL _ . -·-'-'-'-

NEW 2 in 1 Yaqua 4 112' and 2 ' Blowgun 
combined. Great for Hunters, Back 

~ -<-(,&_,. Pa~~E?_fBu~~ersi=Ar Ea~'6sS1p<g~~m~~ 
"'~''\~ be~fer~:n1/4~t w~~ ~~~~· b~~~ 

~q,. tip. Not a toy, dar t is 

' "" spf!~i ~~~el~~~es~erd~:: 
, , for

0
r s~~~I~ game 

"'' llolf4i,!!i!llMl•!lofl!!i!!lil0! ' :'<.._ .. 
Kills Varmits. Caliber is .38. New Safety ~~- ' · ' ' 
Mouthpiece is rubber. of patented design. Material 
is aluminum. Comes in its own carrying tube. Hunters ~ 
use 'long' darts for large animals. Police use ' very 
short ' darts for dog control Gust skin pr icks). Complete ' 
with 100-dart kit. $18.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 

i~d;rsbgye~SaCWI~~~~ FREE. (Dealer Inquiries W elcome) 

Exotic Sports Lucky St. Box 129F Fayette, Mo. 652411 
VISA/M.C. & C.O.D. - TOLL FREE 

24 HOURS - (ORDERS ONLY) 
1·800-248-5128 OR 1-800-227-1617, Ext. 601 

Record telephone conversations in your office or home. Connects 
between any cassette or tape recorder and your telephone or 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 

Super Powerful Wireless Mic 
10 times more powerful than other mies. Transmits up to % mile 
to any FM radro. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 
Call (305) 725· 1000 or send $19.95 + $1.00 shipping per item 
to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. COD's 
accept For catalog of transmitters. voice scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 
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horns of Greater Kudu and Cape Buffalo he 
has taken, Choate talks about his career as 
an inventor - for that in truth is what he is , 
much in the tradition of Frank lin and Edi
son, Colt and Garand. This talent shows 
itself in novel , almost whimsical ways in 
many of Choate's small offerings . 

Take , for example, his version of a letter 
opener: a fiberglass-filled nylon knife that 
passes right through a metal detector but 
slices flesh like steel.This is the Executive 
Letter Opener, and it comes with a nylon 
boot sheath . 

Next Choate introduced the Executive Ice 
Scraper, a knife-edged knuckle dusterof the 
same plastic. SOFers who have made it to 
the past couple of conventions will recall 
Garth 's passing out hundreds of these trink
ets , and they can look forward to a very 
special ace he has up his sleeve for the '83 
meeting . But I won' t spo il his fun by letting 
the cat out here. 

Where does he get his ideas? " When 
someone says, ' I wish somebody would 
make a . . . , ' my ears go straight up,'' Garth 
says. He moves to the conference table and 
pulls something out of a stack of wire fo ld
ing-stocks. He holds up a pair ofM 16 maga
zines yoked together by a wide, flat clamp. 

''Here, look at this," he says . ' 'This is an 
idea [SOF Small Arms Editor] Ken Hack
athorn gave me. It 's called a magazine c lip. 
You see , it ho ld s the two magazines 
together so the empty can be disengaged and 
the full one inserted all in one motion . And 
since they' re both upright , you don' t have 
the problem of getting dirt inside like you do 
when you tape magazines together with one 
up and one down . And it ' s shorter; no plow
ing up the dirt when you go into prone 
position . It' s actually the second good idea 
Ken gave me. The other was a butt-pad 
extender for the Mini- 14. It just screws right 

·On, to e ither a conventional stock or one of 
mine, and it keeps long-armed galoots from 
banging themselves in the chin with the 
Mini 's short stock. " 

Glenn Choate, Garth 's son , handles the 
day-to-day details and paper work at the 
fac tory. Garth has a knack for people and 
invention. That 's why his desk is flanked on 
one side by a deep leather couch for con
versation (with a nearby bar hidden behind 
louvered bifold doors) and on the other by 
his drafting table . Garth pulls out one of the 
filed portfo lios of designs to show me the 
work he's do ing on the MI Carbine acces
sories. He pauses . 

" Wait a second, " he says. And with the 
deft touch of a draftsman he corrects a g litch 
in the specs. There is something awesome in 
a man so physically imposing as Garth 
Choate intent on this sort of meticulous 
small-work. Especially when you realize he 
never loses the forest in the trees. 

Because he listens to what folks want, 
Garth will never be an average inte ll igence 
wi th one idea less each year. "I only hope," 
he says, gesturing to the drawer of ideas and 
notes in the fil ing cabine t behind his desk, 
" that I live long enough to get to all of 
these." He laughs, and adds, " But by then, 
there' ll just be another drawerful. " 
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Garth 's latest weapon project is one that 
stands. to create a whole new direction in 
riot-gun development. Working with Bill 
Holmes - another designer from Fayette
ville , Ark. - Garth is tooling three pro
~otypes of a military/police shotgun un)ike 
anything ever seen before. 

·'In the past ," Garth explains, " military 
and police shotguns were just converted 
sporting arms. And that presented all kinds 
of problems. So Bill and l decided to build a 
new one from scratch , designed strictly for 
military and police work, al)d with no sport
ing appl icatio n." 

What they ' ve come up with is a c lip-fed 
pump·. Its profile is very like that of tile 
M 16. ·The forearm encirc les the barrel and 
rides on ball bearings - no binding as with 
even the best riot gyns, whose actions work 
on bushings. It has a bayonet lug , a detach
able or side-folding stock , a carrying handle 
that also poubles as a scope or flashlight 
niount, apd a 360-degree sling-swivel up 
front , 'so the weapon qn be carried at' 'sling 
am1s ," flat across. the back or suspended 
from the shoulder in assault position. The 
trigger-group with its thumb lever safety is 
out of the M 16 , the only "off-the-rack" 
component in the entire piece. And a)I this 
:weighs in at aro4nd I 0 pounds. 

Anyone who has hefted F. I. E's entry in 
the assault-shotgun race will know how 
awkward the bulky contraption is. Anyone 
who has shot one will know that its pr~mier 
virtue is the pump-action optior for clearing 
the auton1aric ejector. The Choate/Holmes 
design lqoks at this stage to be light-years 
ahead of anything el~e in the field for re
liability af!d 11atural feel. 

The best part is that Gartti Choate plans to 
have a working proto type' available for 
show-and-te ll at this year's SOF convention 
in Las Vegas. Ifhe does, he ' ll be dealing out 
more than one kind of ace. * 
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Hunter's Specialties premium "Bow 
Flage"® removable camou-flpge paints 
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Continued from page 16 

lands in the target country and prompt
ly gets hell kicked out of him in the local 
jail? 
Well, sometimes Hollywood does fol
low - or in this case forecast - real 
life. 

Surinam , drifting fast to Castro 's 
orbit, is one of the "hot" targets for 
soldiers of fortune". primarily from the 
Netherlands. One Dutch soldier of for
tune landed at Paramaribo, Surinam, 
earlier this year on a recon for a group 
interested in changing governments in 
that country. The Dutchman was 
apprehended qu ickly , his legs and 
arms broken during questioning , and 
was shot shortly afterward. 

Other members of the group were 
apprehended in July when authorities 
in the Netherlands learned of the plot 
and made some arrests in Europe. 
Part of the plot exposed in July in
volved the transport of some SOFs, 
mostly former residents of Surinam, 
from Florida. · 

Work advisory: Things to consider 
bE;Jfore joining the Surinam group: 1) as 
usual , it is not well-funded 2) has no 
Western-government backing and 3) 
has serious security problems. Don't 
volunteE:)r for a recon of Paramaribo. 

AFGHAN 
INFlqHTING. 

AL THOUGH the Afghan Freedom 
#"\ Fighters are giving the Soviet Un
ion fits in that tow-year-old war, SOf's 
latest word from Afghanistan is that the 
Afghans are having increasingly se
rious trouble with tribal infighting. 

Every correspondent SOF has sent 
to Afghanistan has reported the infight
ing. It appears now that one S?d con
sequ.ence of success against the 
USSR is that it gives the Afghans time 
to fight each other. 

The fighting betwe~n Hezb' lslami (a 
conservati'{e group) and Jamaiat lsla
rni (somewhat less coriservative) is 
getting worse, as is the fighting be
tween other tribal groups . 

The worst battles have been be
tween the Toory (Shia Muslims armecj 
by Khomeini) and. their long-time blood 
enemies, the Mangals along the road 
to Teramangal , Pakistan. The village is 
important since it is the closest Pakis
tani settlement to Kabul. The problem 
is that the Toory-Mangal infight ing 
forces the mujahideen to detour 
around Teramangaf and increases the 
Peshawar-to-Kabul trip from three 
days to 12 days. The road has stayed 
closed as many as 1 O days at a time 
recently . 

The infighting , of course , plays right 
into the hands of the pu ppe \
government in Kabul and rumor is the 
government has been funneling some 
supplies to the Toory guerrillas. ~ 
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car opposite the Interior Ministry in San 
Jose, killing one Nicaragu;rn and injur
ing two others. Police are investigating 
to find out if they were victims or iriept 
terrorists. 

Meanwhile , Francisco Tacsan 
Lamm, chief of Costa Rica's Intelli
gence and Security pirectorate, was 
dismissed from his post, as an " inter
nal measure," according to govern
ment sources. Tacsan isn't talking, b'ut 
street talk in San Jose had i.t that he 
was dl!mped because ot his tough 'atti
tude toward Sandinistas. 

As Cpsta Rica·n internal security 
continued to be threatened, the com
mander of Panama's national guard, 
Gen. Ruben Dario Paredes, pledged 
Panamanian support to help Costa 
Rica deal with the " revolution, violence 
and bloodshed" exported by Cuba and 
f'Jicaragua. · 

WORN-OUT 
WEAPONS ... 

The Security Assistance Branch of 
\he Department of Army assured SOF 
that all M60 machine guns and other 
weapons shipped to El Salvador have 
either been n·ew or reconditioned to 
"as new" condition, and suggested 
that the worn and weary state of the 
weapons observed by SOF (see 
"Arming El Salvador," September '83) 
was a result of hard use and poor 
maintenance by the Salvadorans. 

This contention is supported tiy what 
the SOFers observed: weap~>ns con
stantly in the field , in and out of com
bat, iriadequate maintenance mate
rials and training, and gl!nners and 
assistant gunners not specifically 
assigned to each weapon. Sµch treat
ment can take the shine off any 
weapon in a hurry. 

Further, U.S. Army Ranger batta
lions, who are as well-trained and 
-supported as any troops but also work 
in intensive training envir.onments, turn 
in their M60 machine guns for depot 
rebuild every six months. 

SOF did not get a chance to inspect 
weapons newly delivered to the Salva
dorans. 

IF YOU LIKED 
THJ;: FIR~T ONE ... 
Euan Lloyd, producer of The Final 

Option (see " SOF at the Movies," 
September '83) , also produced The 
Wild Geese, probably the best movie 
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FILM FEST 
Censored and banned from televl· 
slon. Available only on Video Cassette 
in the original uncut version released 
by the Major Studios. 
TWO full length action packed features 
certain to jolt your nerves and satisfy 
the die-hard combat film buff. 
"WARKILL" and "THE STEEL CLAW" 
st9r's George Montgomery and the ·ac
tual guerrilla veterans of the Pacific's 
most savage WWII jungle warfare. 
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An exact reprint of the C.l.A. Covert Opera
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S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 
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authorized to wear civilian clothi'ng, carry 
unusual p11rsonal weapons, pass into res
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POCKET 
SURVIVAL 

Subjects: 
auto and concealable designs 
for!lign weapons identifiqation 

training the gunfighter 
Thompson modification 
improvised munitions 
improvised sabatage 
detonating devices 

uzi modification 
Remington 1100 
shape charges 

the Colt .45 
incendiaries 

silencers 
S.W.A.T. 
Mini 14 
AR 7 

emergency medical treatment 
cold weather survival 
urbanized terrain ops 
'nuclear war survival 
m·ountain operations 

tactical deception 
endurance training 

survival training 
evasion '& escape 
guerrilla warfare 
desert survival' 
kn ife throwing 
map reading 
man trapping 
camouflage 
smuggling 

Pocket Survival has a system to store or carry 2,000 microbooks 
and a field reader in one cubic foot. Microfilm technology has been 
used for years to store vast amounts of information. By reducing 
standard printed material by 24 times, we can put 44 pages on one 
2" x 3" x ~ mil "minifiche' . The text can be read quickly and easily 
with any of our durable, lightweight field readers (no batteries re.
quired). We carry popular titles covering all the above subjects and 
more. For current listings of microbook tttles and microform reader.s, 
send $1.00 to" · 

Pocket Survival, P.O. Box 2010, 
Dept. F9, Dallas, Texas 75221 

Y Es If you've seen the RED 
RIPPERS live on stage, 

· . •then you know how their 

OVERTHERE ... 
and OVER HERE 

lhe Rad Rippers 
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100 sounE~ OF FORTUNE 

~ Will YOU Survive 
~ the Next War? 
~~~~ 
Become a member of the l.M.S.A 
and prepare yourself. With an 
annual $15m fee you will receive: 
• A rnembersl11p cert 1f1cate · 
• A rnont11ly newsletter 

• Membership entitl es you to take Mili tary 
Correspondence Courses 

International Military Sports 
Association 

Dept. 102, P.O. Box 8638 
Tampa, Florida 33674 

music graphically portrays the life of the 
professional. The pain, the fear; the loves, 
the hates; the joy, and the toil. Now you 
don't need to wait until you can see 
them live. Oracle Records is proud to 
present an album of nine of the RED 
RIPPERS' most popular ballads, Over 
There ... Over Here is the album that was 
too real ior the 'big record colT1panies '. 

You'll hear war in Firefight, The Dark 
an.d Bloody Road, Body Bag, and Over 
thf! Edge. You'll hear the Vets who 
weren't welcomed home in Who 
Remembers, I Roll, and The Vietnam 
Blues. You might hear someon·e you 
know in Sl)e's Been Down, and Soldier 
of fortune . You'll hear yourself in all of 
them. For a lot less than a box of ammo 
to sharpen your eye, you get an alpum 
that will nourish your heart and mind 
for years. Order Over There .. . and Over 
Here foday and find out for yourself why 
the RED RIPPERS are so pop\,Jlar with 
the men' who've beem "over there'.' 

Remember, this record is not available in 
stores. · Enclose ~7.95, plus $2.00 for 
shipping and handling, and ord~r today 

from: ORACLE .RECORDS 
Pqst Office Box .3387 

Pensacola, Florida 32516 
PLEASE l,\LLQW 8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

made about soldiers of fortune. Com
ing in 1984 - The Wild Geese II, also 
by Lloyd. 

SOF doesn 't know much about the 
script yet , but filming starts in Austria in 
January and SOF has been invited to 
come over for the fun . 

Another movie to look for next year 
is Mission MIA, based on Jim Pollock's 
bestselling book. Jim· te fl s us J9hn 
Carpenter will direct and the scriptwri
ter who wrote the Dirty Dozen, has 
been signed. Filming on the Raystar 
Productions (for Columbia Pictures) 
movie is schedµled to begin in March , 
with the 'Na,m scenes being shot in the 
Philippines. SOF has al?o been invited 
to the set of this m'ovie. 

These invitations have set off a flurry 
of in-house manuevering here at SOF. 
It seems we suddenly have a lot of 
former military types , now war corres~ 
pondents, who just happen to be "ex
perts" on film-making . 

SHEEP IN 
WOLVES' CLOTHING .. . 

Two priests from Chica.go dressed in 
high-ranking officers' uniforms and an 
Army Reserve warrant officer from 
Salem, Ala., ·were apprehended and 
arrested after they sneaked into an iso
lated barracks at Ft . Benning, Ga., to 
entice Sg.lvadoran soldie rs being 
trained there to " lay qown their arms, 
stop killing their brothers and sisters 
and join us. " A telephone number was 
provided for those who wanted asylum 
in the United States. 

Rev. Roy Bourgeois , a Ma,ryknoll 
priest, Rev. Larry Rosebaugh and Lin
da Ventimiglia were charged with 13n
tering a restricted area and imperso
nating ·officers. The case has been 
turned over to the FBI , which will de

. cide if formal charges will be pressed. 
Before the three were apprehended , 

they passed out several hundred ?nti
war leaflets, printed in both English 
and Spanish , and posted them on bul
letin boards or slipped them under.the 
pillows of the 525 Salvadoran troops 
then training at Ft. Benning . 

The three had mapped out the area 
from previous visits to the grounds and 
purchased the fr uniforms f rom an 
Army surplus store. · 

VEST~DINTEREST 
IN SAFETY ... 

A Little Rock, Arkansas, non-profit, 
community improvement group, Ex
calipur ,' is raising funds to buy bullet
proof vests for Arkansas State Police 
troopers who don't have them. Arkan
sas troopers are required to buy their 
own vests , ·at a cost of $200. 

Herpe~ Rideout , president of Excal i
bur, said the groqp c.hose this project 
becaus13 of the increased use of high
caliber handguns and rifles by crimin
als. The group has ma,iled 52 letters to 
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local corporations and businesses 
soliciting donations. 

SOF applauds this effort as an out
standing example of how citizens , 
businesses and law-enforcement 
agencies can work together to protect 
communities from crime. 

SOVIET SURROGATES 
IN AFGHANISTAN ... 

Col. Ghulam Datageau Wardak, a 
Soviet-trained Afghan colonel who de
fected to the rebels, told a Committee 
for a Free Afghanistan-sponsored 
forum on Capitol Hill that he personally 
had seen PLO, Cuban, Ethiopian, 
Yemenese, Bulgarian and East Ger
man troops fighting with Soviet troops 
in Afghanistan, and talked of the Soviet 
"scorched-earth" policy which has re
sulted in grave food shortages in 
Afghanistan. 

The Soviets have bombed the Panj
sher Valley at least six times - with 
special emphasis on food and water 
sources - according to Wardak, leav
ing 90 percent of its inhabitants home
less and starving . The converted free
dom fighter claims that no Western aid 
has gotten beyond Peshawar, Pakis
tan, to relieve the Afghan victims. 

Although Wardak said he had not 
seen any Syrian troops in Afghanistan, 
he claimed to have studied with them 
in a Moscow military academy. 

J OBS IN CENTRAL 
AMERICA ... 

SOF regularly gets inquiries about 
civilian technician jobs in security, 
police and military fields in Central 
America. We are working on several 
ideas to use the private sector in Cen
tral America to stop communist 
aggression , but we know of no job 
openings. Any jobs that are available, 
or that will likely develop, will require 
fluency in Spanish in addition to applic
able military and/or medical skills. 

ARMY ADOPTS 
NEW RIFLE ... 

The recently approved M 16A2 rifle 
should be in the hands of Army person
nel by the mid-1980s, according to In
fantry magazine. 

An improved version of the 5.56mm 
weapon , the M16A2 sports several 
new design features that improve 
range, durability and handling , includ
ing changing the barrel rifling from one 
turn in 12 inches to one in seven ; using 
a burst-control device to limit automa
tic fire to three rounds ; replacing flash 
suppressor with muzzle brake com
pensator; making the barrel more rug
ged and adding a deflector near the 
ejector port to facilitate left-handed 
shooters.~ 
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0 PATTON 
O LEE 
0 ROMMEL 

"George S. Patton·· "Robert£ Lee" "The Desert Fox" 

0 MONTGOMERY 
O MacARTHUR 
0 NAPOLEON 
0 DONITZ 
0 NIMITZ 

Distinctive Portraits o(Three Great Military Leaders Reproduced from Original Drawings by 
Renowned Military History Illustrator. Screened on 100% Cotton T-Sh irts from Original 
Illustrations. Also available: Montgomery, MacArthur, Napoleon, Donitz ond Nimitz. 

DEALER IN UIRIES INV;.:.,IT:.:;E;:;;D;... ---------------.alliL.-------1 
SEN D $11. 95 ea. or $29. 95 for three + $1.00 ea. (Shipping & Handling) to: 
California Corp. 220 Redwood Hwy. Suite 4400, Mill Valley, Ca. 94941 

Catalog Available Now - $2.00 (Refunded with first purchase) 

EXTRADITION 
DON'T GAMBLE! 

Li~ing of foreigi governments 
having extradition treaties with 
the U.S. Don't Wait-Know Now! 

Send $10.00 (U.S.) cash or money 
order and SAS.E. to: 

INFORMATION UNLIMITED 
PO. Box 21059 

Sarasota, FL 33583-4059 
• NO RECORDS KEPT • 

ELECTRONIC WEAPONS 
~SYSTEMS 
• BLASTER WANO DEFENSE WEAPON produces shockwave 
type explosive electric discharges. For hostile situations. May 
be lethal. $59.50 lnlopack/Plans only $5.00 
• BLACK BOX BUTZER battery powered device, use lo stun 
lish. electrily ob1ects . protect perimeters. Can be made lethal. 
$59 .50 lnlopack/ Plans only $5 .00 
• LASER GUN SIGHT / SHOOTING GALLERY praclice steadi· 
ness. can be used !or point sighting most weapons. Includes 
electronic targel. $399.50 lnlopack/ Plans only $5.00 
• TELEPHONE MESSAGE TAKER automatically provides ac· 
cura1e records ol all calls. For order takmQ only. $24 .50 
• VEHICLE ELECTRIFICATION DEVICE non-lethal - pro· 
duces moderate to severe shocks to those contacting vehicle 
lrom outside. $59.50 lnlopack/Plans only $5 .00 
• POCKET SIZED FLAME THROWING WEAPON For destroy· 
mg insects. ants . aiding in burning leaves and brush piles . 
Still nol cleared by our legal depl. !or sale due to potential 
liability and labeling. Plans only available at this time SB.00 

Catalog ol many electronic devices tor surveillance, protec
llOn , detection etc. $1 .00. Included tree with any ol the above 
purchases . Send cash, check, MO, VISA, MC to: 

SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 716, AMHERST, NH 03031 

EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 

an a ccess b vvk n 

I x 
b Y michael h vy 
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EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 
By Michael Hoy 

Large BV, x 11 , over 400 photos of more than 
200 weapons, with more than 500 dealers In 
an easy-to-use well-organized format. 

II ll1.\NI) NE 1\7 

f;f)tlt>t ... E'l1EI ... Y 
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Features of the 1983 Edition: 
• More than 200 weapons described and 

Illustrated, with dealer I/stings for all 
• Over 400 photographs and 11/ustratlons of 

the world's most fascinating hand weapons 
--and Instructions on how to buy them 

• Sources for books, plans, periodicals, 
organizations, and additional Information 
for all weapons /Isled 

• Complete names and addresses of dealers 
provided for ALL weapons /Isled 

Avai lable again: The book that te lls you where 
and how to buy and/ or make al l sorts of 
strange and unusual weapons. EXOTIC 
WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK has been 
highly praised by professionals in the fields of 
weaponry, self defense , survival , clandestine 
operations , and personal freedom. It is widely 
recognized as the finest weapons source 
book in the world . 
Here are just a few of the unusual weapons 
you can buy using this amazing new book: 
stun guns • brass knuckles • gravity knives • 
body armor • primitive and stone age wea
pons • bolas • battle axes • crossbows • 
tranquilizer guns • oriental weapons • sap 
gloves • lasers • po/Ice weapons • night 
vision devices • smoke grenades • switch
blades • sonic weapons • underwater wea
pons • sword canes • gatl/ng guns• electrical 
weapons • and much, much morel 

All of these weapons and many, many more 
are described and illustrated, with dealer 
names and addresses given for each weapon! 
The all-new 1983 edition of EXOTIC WEA
PONS: AN ACCESS BOOK is bigger and 
better than ever! More than 150 large B'h x 11 
pages, crammed wi th information on where 
and how you can buy over 200 different 
weapons! Use the handy coupon below to 
order yo ur copy today. You will be very 
pleased, we know. 

loompantcs Unlimited 
ciOF 

PO Box 1197 Pt. Townsend, WA 98368 

Please send me copies of EXO TIC WEAPONS: 
AN ACCESS BOOK. I enclose $9. 95 + S.2.00 
shipping & handlmg for each copy. 
N ame ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

CitY-------~------
State ______ Zip Code ___ _ 
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IS YOUR 
IlLEPHONE 

TAPPED? 
ARE YOU 
BUGGED? 

Call to enquire about our free 
TELEPHONE PRIVACY SURVEY. 

A hidden bug in your office could de
stroy your business. A surreptitious 
wiretap in your home could destroy 
your personal life. 

Call the experts. 

The CCS Sweep Team will electron
ically detect any hidden bugs in your 
home or office (bugs have been hid
den in staplers and fountain pens-and 
the victims never knew it). If we fail 
to detect an existing bug, our service 
is free! 

Also enquire about our electronic pri
vacy systems: pocket sized bug 
detectors, computerized telephone 
analyzers, lie detection, inconspicu
ous bullet proof vehicles and apparel. 

Send $25.00 for special report 
on how to protect yourself 
against bugging, wiretapping 
and industrial eavesdropping. 

CCS Communication Control, Inc. 
633 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. I 00 I 7 

SOF 
Enclosed is my $25.00. Please send me 
your report . 

Name---------- --
Address~------------

ccs 
Communication 
Control, Inc. 

633 Thira Ave . New Yark. N.Y 10017 (212) 697·8140 TX 238720 
1010 W1scanS1n Ave . NW Washing1on. O.C 20007 (202) 659-3432 
9465 Wilshire Blvd . Beverly Hills. Ca. 902121213) 274 -6256 
1435 Brickell Ave. Miami. Fla 33 131 (305) 358·4336 
625 Nonh Michigan Ave . Chicago. Ill 60611 (312) 642-2757 
Texas Bank & Trust Tower. 61 61 Savoy- Suite 935. Houston. Tx 77036 
(713) 781-0852 
94 Cumberland. Toronto. Ontano. Canada MSR IA3 (416) 968·9014 
62 S Audley St. . London WI England OJ.629·0223 TX 8814709 
26 Place Vendome. 75001Pans 297·56 ·00 TX CCS 215524f 
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~ "SNAP" MAG 
~~ RELEASE 

FITS RUGER* MK I OR II 
PISTOLS 

Item SRK 1220 

$4 .95 ppd 

Converts to 
extended 
Kwik release 
in seconds! 

Ask your Dealer for RAM -LINE. 
Send $1.00 for catalog and 
complete information. 

RAM-LINE, Inc. Dept. 3117 
406 Violet St. Golden, CO 80401 

THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 
AT $350 IT'S THE MOST 
EXPENSIVE FIGHTING 

KNIFE EVER MADE 

• Designed in 1943 by OSS 
Col. Rex· Applegate and Brit
ish Capt. W. E. Fairbairn to be 
the successor lo tbe classic 
Fairbairn-Sykes. 

• Manufactured of ~ 54cm 
stainless steel and Lexan 
handle by the famous Yancey 
Custom Knife Works of 
Colorado. 

FREE INFORMA T/ON 
PACKAGE 

Write for complete informa
tion on the history, manufac
ture, performance and critical 
acclaim of this exquisite knife: 

WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 

Rt. 1, Box 228 Dept. 9 
Scottsburg, OR 97473 

NOVEL TY ITEM 
'INTERPOOL' DRUG 

SPECIAL AGENT 

'POLICE STYLE' 

CAP 
Adjustable • One Size Fits All 

Imagine how shocked your friends will be when you walk in 
wearing your "Special Agent 's" Cap. In navy blue wifh gold 
embroidered leftering . Sold as a novelty ilem only' 

~ Postage 
._$99s P1us 

INTER POOL 
12555 Biscayne Boulevard, Suile 991 
Miami, FL 33181 

SF 

Yes' Send me ___ Special Agen l Cap(s) al $9.95 each 
plus $1.05 lor postage and handling . Total $t 1.00 . 

Name 

Address 

City State __ Zip __ _ 

Checks Payable 10: INTERPOOL 

FLAK 

Continued from page 8 

the disrespect one comrade in arms had for 
another. · 

As a member of 852 , " Delta Project ," 
having been accepted by Maj. Charlie 
Beckwith just prior to that mission, I can 
say your story pretty much has the facts as 
I remember them. I was not on that mis
sion , but was at the base operation in Nha 
Trang when the mission returned. Hoag
land, along with others, died in that mis
sion and , in a small way , they were re
membered by having their names listed on 
our buildings. 

It is unfortunate Gritz never succeeded 
or was never allowed to succeed. As do 
others, r believe his operation was flawed, 
but he tried . That is more than our govern
ment has done, and they have the capacity 
to pull it off. 

I would appreciate if you could send me 
the addresses for the Special Forces Asso
ciation and the Special Operations Asso
ciation. 

Louis Panigutti 
Newtown , Connecticut 

It was not a matter of Gritz ' capability 
to succeed or Gritz not being allowed to 
succeed. Gritz' intelligence was as flawed 
as his operation. 

Incidently, the government has tried. In 
198 J two patrols were sent to reach one 
specific site in Laos. SOF has heard 
rumors of two other attempts made in the 
fall of 198 1 - not by the government or 
Gritz. Both are said to have been spon
sored by A mericans. We know ve1y little 
about one of the attempts , somewhat more 
about the other one. It was conducted in 
Laos by indig and ended when the recon 
team got shot up in a fire fight with Pathet 
Lao forces. The group was able to extract 
and kept their operation secret. In addi
tion, SOF knows o f two A mericans who 
claim to have made a number of solo trips 
into Laos in the late '70s hunting for in
formation on POWs and MIAs. There is 
reason to belie ve their accounts. 

One of the negative impacts of the Gritz 
affair is that it has made it difficult to gt;t 
into Laos, whereas in the past it was, if not 

· easy , at least not difficult. At various 
times in 1981, SOF sent six Americans 
into northern Laos with no problem. One 
of them was actually offered an escorted 
trip all the way across Laos into southern 
China, along the route being used by the 
anti-communist guerrillas. 

Contact the Special Operations Asso
ciation at P. 0 . Box 366, Marina, CA 
93933; U1e Special Forces Association is 
at P.O. Box 40122, Fayetteville, N. C. 
28304. - Jim Graves 
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SLIP OF 
THE PEN ... 

Sirs: 
On readi ng the test of the Gali! rifle in 

the July '83 issue , I came up with a few 
comments to make to the author, Peter G. 
Kokalis. 

He states, " Both the plas ti c and 
wooden handguards a re attached per
manently to the barrel and cannot be re
moved ." Not true . When field stripped 
with the gas cylinder off, there is a small 
lever on the right side of the barrel. If 
turned 180 degrees till it points to the. 
muzzle , the handguards will slide forward 
and can be removed. 

Kokalis recommends not lubricating 
the gas cylinder and piston , and I agree. 
But I have also found that after two rapid
fire 30-round magazines, I can hold my 
ARM by the gas clinder. It is warm , but 
not hot. I wouldn ' t grab the barrel , 
though. 

I don't claim to be an expert on the 
Gali!, but I' ve put 1,200 rounds through 
mine and have made these observations. I 
haven't had any stoppages of any kind. 

D . Glick 
Simi Valley , Cali fornia 

" What can we know? or what can we 
discern , when error chokes the windows 
of the mind?' ' (Sir John Davies, ' 'The 
Vanity of Human Leaming, " 1596.) Sor
ry, but l goofed. Of course, the Gali/ 
handguards, both plastic and wooden, can 
be easily removed. Thanks to Ghck for 
catching my glitch. - Peter G. Kokalis 

M OTHER KNOWS 
BEST ... 

Sirs: 
As the mother of the South African , 

Johan Fritz , who died in the Seychelles 
coup in 1981 , I feel compelled to write to 
correct misstatements in your articles on 
the coup (see SOF March '82 and April 
' 82). 

In the Apri l issue you refer to Johan as 
24 and nervous. First, he was 22 and 
second , not a nervous young man at all. 
He was selected to serve in the South 
African Defense Force Reconnaissance 
Commando, had a completely deadpan 
face when required , and was cool, calm 
and collected . I have known tough men in 
my life , but none tougher than Johan. As a 
young boy of seven, he broke both arms 
and had the flesh of his chin tom off the 
bone in a horse-riding accident, but he 
never cried. 

You implied that if it had not been for 
Johan's nervousness the coup might have 
been successful. Dead men tell no tales, so 
as a member of his family who has studied 
the coup in detail over the past year, I aim 
to set the record straight. 

It was claimed that Johan went through 
the red channel and the AK rifle was found 
in his bag. The truth is , .it all happened to 
Kevin Beck. He told me the story himself, 
which was corroborated by the other men 

Continued on page 106 
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FGS SURPLUS 
GENUINE G.I. 

AND 
COMMERCIAL 

CAllPIMG AMD SURYIY AL EOUIPllEMT 

MENTION WHERE YOU SAW THIS AD & RECEIVE A FREE GIFT 

SURVIVAL BOOKS 
r , ,. 

WEAPONS MANUALS 
Comprehensive, ill11stn1ed manuals provldin~ the following dm: dismembfy and mmmbly. 
maln1enanceindcluning. operation, anddmription and!ethniuldata. 
Colt ~ S Auto ?is~I mMary manualS 98 pages crawings ano ohotos 
Hal!OC~ s 45 Au!o fianallook history. ooeriil•On. !akedown. maintenance 

moa1hcat1ons accurlllng 
Know Your 45 ~uto Pistols for the c0Uec101 h1s1ory models serial ·numM1s 

prool marks as 'Nell astunc11onanofle!os111op1ng oata 
Ml M1A1 M2 ano M3 JO Ca! Carnine 
AR· 15. M·16 Ml6A1 1100 
Ml MIC MIO Gaian!! 9 50 
l.M4Ri!le 
f ~ FA l 7 61 
UZI 9mm Subm.mur.e Gun 
Browning H1 Po·n1:r 
Ingram MAC-10 
WalTherP-38 
AK· 47 Assault Rifle 
LugeiP·OB 

775 
1075 
65-0 
775 
s;o 
775 
875 
600 

Ruger Caro1ne Cookboo~ Mi111·ld 
ano 10t220omt!Ona1 Manuat 
& Accessory Gurne 

M101·1 4 Exol!c Weaoons Sys1em 
Selective F11e Silencer ano Mo1e 

AR·7Exo11c WeaoonsSys1em 
Selecrrvefoe Silence; ano More 

G3(Select1vef!reHK91) 
HK33 (Selecti ve F ir~ HK9J) 

SEMI j..')~ FULLY 
; 

!775 

1375 

750 
95-0 

1400 
800 
800 

FULL AUTOMATIC CONVERSION BOOKS 
Practical methods to convert your sem\. au10 wupon to lull auto at se~ctive fire should lhe n~elt uiu. 
Full Auto Volume i AR·15 S~ 95 
Vo!ume2 UZI 595 
Volume J MAC·IO 5 95 
Volume ~ S Auto Tnompson 5 95 
Vo:ume 5 Ml CaH1me10 M2 595 
Full Au!o Ml>d;f1tai1t1n Manual HK91 HK93 

MAC·10 MAC·ll AR·15 M1ni·l4 Ml caroine 
Home Warksnop Gu~s Vol 1 Corsuurnng ir.e Suomachine Gun 
AutCl1lla!lc filearms Design Sook Vol 2 COnve1s1on of Con .:5 Pisml 

HK91 HK93 Wmtllesier ·54 Wi~criesier ~90 olus 011g oro1ec1~ 

AR·7 Exoucweaoons 
Suomachme Gun Oesigne1s Hanooook 
lmprov1se0 Weaoonso! tne Amencan Unaergrouno 
MAC·1045 ACPSubmachlneGun Receive; Plans 

800 
1200 

1' 00 
1~ 00 

·11 95 
850 
~ 00 

SURVIVAL BOOKS • (213) 763-0804 
11106 Magnolia Blvd., No. Hollywood, CA 91601, Attn .. Nancy 
Prlcas subject to change. Orders paid with money order or credit card 
sent Immediately, personal check orders held 4 weeks Catalog S2 00 

The Golden Rule 
of History-

"'@"ose who 
have the weapons 

make the rules. " 

~---------------- ------------·w ~ ct-\ If you're paying high_ prices for_ ! 
o"~ genuine Government clothing & equipment I 

~ and don't like it! I 

Name 

Send for our free catalog: 
ALPHA Military Industries Corp. 

P 0. Box 14674, Dept. CATSF 
Chicago, IL 60614 

Address 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ,,.,. ''" riJ 

out!. --- --- __ -· 

City 

SAVE MONEY! • 
----------·Cut 1t 
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BACK 
ISSUES 
*No. 1 - SUMMER '75: U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt To Fight 
For Saigon; CIA Assassination Of Trujillo ; Col. Hoare & His 
Meres in Angola. 

*No. 2 - SPRING '76: War in Angola; Special Forces Desert 
Training ; Cuban Invasion Plot. 

*No. 3- SUMMER '76: Hearst's PR Dept. Behind '54 Guate
malan Revolt; Mad Dog Callan: Mere Runs Amuck; Chal
lenge of Deep Sea Diving. 

*No. 4- FALL '76: Vietnam Vet First American KIA in Angol
a; SOF Interviews CIC of Rhodesian Army; American Mere in 
Israel. 

*No. 5 WINTER '77: Ralph Thorsen : Modern Bounty Hunter; 
Terror in Beirut - An Inside Look At The PLO; SOF Inter
views Sir Robert Thompson. 

*No. 6 - SPRING '77: SOF Recon : Action in South Africa; 
NRA Survival School ; Paramedics in Guatemala. 
No. 7- SEPT. '77: American Mere Destroys Cuban Espion
age Ring ; SAC Errors in VN Airwar Operation, Part 1; 
Rhodesia: "Castle Keep." 

*No. 8 - NOV. '77: South African Army Prepares for War; . 
Israeli Defense Force ; SOF Interviews Mike Echanis ; SAC 
Errors in VN , Part 2. 
No. 9 - JAN. '78: Africa Is Burning; A Professional Soldier 
Evaluates CIA-Cuban Exile Ops; Freelancing in Cambodia. 
No. 10 - MARCH '78: Bounty Hunting in Africa; Tet '68: 
American Media Interpretations, Ranger in Action in Saigon ; 
Grey's Scouts Ride Again. 

*No. 11 - MAY '78: Meres ' Togo Assassination Try; Thai 
Army General Speaks Out; Cubans Torture U.S. POWs in 
Vietnam. 
No. 12 - JULY '78: French Foreign Legion Today, Part 1; 
H&K Assault Rifle ; South African Commandos. 

*No. 13 - SEPT. '78: French Foreign Legion, Part 2; SOF 
Interviews Cambodia 's President-in-Exile ; Mike Echanis : 
Hands vs. Guns. 

104 SOLDlllR OF FOR'fUNll 

No. 14 - NOV, '78: French Foreign Legion, Part 3; SWAT in 
Action; South African Strike Into Angola. 
No. 15 - JAN. '79: Jeff Cooper's "Gunsite" ; SOF Interviews 
Gen. John K. Singlaub; SOF Rides with Rhodesia's Armored 
Corps. 
No. 16 - FEB. '79: In Memoriam: Mike Echanis; French 
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Foreign Legion Update; American Rides with Grey's Scouts. 
No. 17 - MARCH '79: U.S. Navy S~ALs, Part 1; SOF Jumps 
With Confederate Airborne; Color~do NG Shows Regulars 
How. -
No. 18-APRIL '79: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part2; Tommy Gun; 
Rhodesian Ranch Security; W.E. Fairbairn : Grandfather of 
SWAT. 
No. 19 - MAY '79: SMG vs. Pist9I; AK-47 & Its Variations; 
Soviets Slam SOF. 
No. 20 - JUNE '79: Death in the Night in Vietnam; Col. 
"Bull" Simons Engineers lrarian Jailbreak; OPFOR: The 
Friendly Enemy. 
No. 21 - JULY '79: BATF Gestapo; Combat Tracking Tech
niques; Fighting for Keeps; My· Fight Against Fidel. 
No. 22-AUG. '79: Mad Mike's Meres in the Congo; Saigon: 
The Toughest Beat in the World; Handgun Stopping Power. 
No. 23 - SEPT. '79: Wqrld Practical Pistol Championship; 
Duel of Ma$ter Snipers; South Afriqan Motorcycle Troops. 
No. 24- OCT. '79: White Devil of Mozambique; Sidewinder 
SMG; Contact Lenses for Shooters. 
No. 25 - NOV. '79: Chopper Jobs; Nicaragua: The End; In 
Memoriam: Col. "Bull" Simons; Return to Parris Island. 
No .. 26 - DEC. '79: Korean Combat of Nerves; SOF with 
Border Patrol; Strategist Plots WWII!. 
No. 27 - JAN. '80:. Stakeout: Rizzo's Raiders; Field Gear 
Needs Face Lift; Cobray School. 
No. 28- FEB. '80: Shootout: .45 vs 9mm; Only U.S. POW to 
Escape during SE Asian War; Soviet Black Berets. 
~o. 29 - MARCH '80: Soviet Nuclear Plans; West Ger
many's GSG 9; Will Volunteer Arniy Fight? 
No. 30 - APRIL '80: Texas Airborne NG ; SOF Interviews 
Afghan Repel Leader; Angolan Border Fire Fight. 
No. 31 - MAY '80: Khe Sarih : No Dien Bien Phu; Beside 
Bokassa; Africa's Bushman Battalion. 
No. 32 __: JUNE '80: Vietnam Delta Ambush ; Wolf Pack 
Skipper; RSA's Cuban Killer. 

*No. 33 - JULY '80; MGs for Rent; Vietnam: Why We Went, 
Why We Didn't Win; SOF Takes ? Dive. 

*N·o. 34 - AUG. !80: Gunfight at Fort Hustler, RVN; SOF: 
Contact in Rhodesia; Ma·rine Desert War Exercises. 
No. 35 - SEPT. '80: Assignment Afghanistan ; In Cuban 
Waters; SAS Dare$ and Wins. 
No. 36 - OCT. '80: Jihad in Afghanistan; Soviet Special 
Forces; Shot in the Heart. 
No. ~7 - NOV. '80: SMGs Find Home on the Range; Bring
ing Smoke on Sy.JAPO; Stunt Pilot's Pilot: 
No. 38 - DEC. '80: Vietnam: Howard's Hill ; Morocco's De
sert War; Auger's Mini-14. 
No. 39 - JAN. '81: Sharpshooting with Chairman Jeff; Ana
tomy of ti Combat Knife; Cambodia: Journey into Hell. 
No. 40 - FEB. ' fl1: AK-74; Hanoi's Hit List; Recruiting 
Scams; SOF Convention Report. · 
No. 41 - MARCH '81; Morocco's Murderous Marauders; 
Cold Weather Operations; Escape & Evade from Angola. 
No. 42-APRIL '81: Afghanistan's Winter War; SAS at War 
in Malaya; Betrayal in North Korea. · 
No. 43 - MAY '81: Sex & Psywar; Marine Recon; SOF 
Staffer Inside Afghanistan. · · 
No. 44 - JUNE '81: SOG Special ; POW/MIAs in SE Asia; 
The Punch for the Crunch. · 

ORDER FORM 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES - $5.00 EACH 
(COVERS POSTAGE AND HANDLING) 

I ENCLOSE CHECK/MONEY ORDER FOR S _ _ 
NAME ___________ _______ _ 

ADDRESS----------------~ 

CITY----,----- -------------
STATE _____________ ZIP ___ _ 

NOV~MBER/83 

No. 45 - JULY '81: Making War Movies; Angola: The War 
The World Forgot, Part 1; Vietnam Experience. 
No. 46 - AUG. '81: Angola, Part 2; Ulster Defense Regi
ment; Marine Recon. · 
No. 47 - SEPT. '81: SOF Tests the UZI ; A Day With Nicar-
agua's Jackals; Red Trail in Africa. · 
No. 48- OCT. '81: South Africa's Boys in the B4sh; USMC 
Gears up for the Future; U.S. Army ·Ranger School. 
No. 4!:! - NOV. '81: The Wa,r in El Salvador; Our Man in 
Beirut; IPSC Nationals. 
No. 50 - DEC. '81: "Rebel" in Rhodesia; French Foreign 
Legion; Nightmares from 'Nam. 
No. 51 - JAN. '82: Laos - The War That Never Ended; 
Springbok Raid Grabs Russians; Leatherwood SMG. 
No. 52 - FEB. '82: Thailand's Battle Ro?d; 198'1 SOF 
Convention; Killing for Mother Russia; USSR's Awesome 
AGS-17. 
No. 53 - MARCH '82: Seychelles Mere Fiasco; H&K G-11 
Caseless Guri; 1981 SOF Shoot; SOF Interviews Israel Galili. 
No. 54 - APRIL '82: Rough & Re~dy Army Rangers; Capt. 
Dring's Private Navy; Vinnell's Saudi Arabian National 
Guard. · 
No. 55 - MAY '82: Beyond Angola's Border; Leatherwood 
State-of-the Art Scope; Air Assault into LZ Hell. 
No. 56 - JUNE '82: FN FAL; Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
Speaks Out; SOF Uncovers Sidearm Snafu. 
No. 57 - JULY '82: Make Mine M14; Soviet Surrogates at 
U.S. Army National Training Center; USAF Spectre. 
No. SS-AUG. '82: American Mere in Lebanon; M249 SAW; 
SOG in Cambodia. 
No. 59 - SEPT. '82: CETME MG82; Southern Philippines' 
Shadow War; Spanish Foreign Legion. 
No. 60 - OCT. '82: Death on Africa's Skeleton Coast; Bul
lets and Ballots !n El Salvador; SOF's Thai Balloon Jump. 
No. 61 - NOV. '82: SOF Inside Afghanistan; M16 and 
Military Marketeering. 
No. 62·- DEC. '82: Global Warfare Special-SSS and SAS 
in the Falklands; Lebanon; Afghanistan. 
No. 63-JAN. '83: War in. South ·w est Africa; Life and Times 
of Hilaire du Berrier; Taiwan 's Tunnel Vision. 
NQ. 64 - FEB. '83: SOF Fires AGS-17; :~ringo in El Salva-
dor's Bush; Britain's Gurkhas. · 
No. 65 - MARCH '83: Peru's Weird Warriors; SOF Conven
tion '82; Viet Vet Salute. 
No. 66 - APRIL '83: Bloody la Orang; SOF and the KGB; 
China's American ·Hero; SOF Three-gun Match. 
No. 67 - MAY '83: AKS-74; SOF Loo!<s at LRRPs; CIA's 
Korean Caper. · · 
No. 68 - JUNE '83: Appointment in Angola; USS Ranger; 
MX Peacekeeper. 
No. 69 - JULY '83: Operation Hastings, RVN; Central 
America - the War on our Doorstep; Inside FrE;!e Angola. 
No. 70 - AUG. '83: Costa Rica; Falkland War Weapons; 
Ivan's Armory. 
No. 71 - SEPT. '83: Crisis in Central America; Correspon
dent Hitches Up With the Cavalry in II Corps; Soviet RPK-74. 
No. 72 - OCT. '83: SOF Goes to the Movies - The Final 
Option and Blue Thunder; Richard M. Nixon on El Salvador; 
Korea Waits for War. 

*Available only in reprint edition. 
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New! 
EL SALVADORAN 

JUMP WINGS 
Only 200 

Matched and Numbere~ Sets 
In April 1983, Soldier of Fortune. Magazine 
was contracted by Col. Juan Rafael B~1stillo , 
El Salvador Air Force Parachute Battalion 
Comma nder , to produce 2 ,000 jump
qualification insignias. These " wings ' a re 
numbered OOQI through 1500 in silver color 
for enlisted per sonnel and 000 ! through 
0500 in gold for officers. Soldier of Fortune 
is authorized to retain and sell 200 MATCH
ED and NUMBERED sets. Each set consists 
of one silver- a rid one gold-colored heavy 
brass parachutist 's insig11ias. These will be 
numbered 0001-0200. The remainper have 
been issued to the El-Salvadoran Parachute 
6attalion. The price is $79.00 per set w!1ich 
inclJdes one· new 1983 issue Batallon Aero
ti-ansportado shoulder-sleeve insignia and a 
letter of authorization from Col. Bu~tillo , on 
Parachute Battalion stationery, containing 
the matching numbers of your " wings." 
Additional shoulder-sleeve insignia a re 
available at $4.95 each. Remember, this is 
an exclusive contract and we have only 200 
matched sets, so order now! 

Make Checks Payable to: 

SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. BOX 687 

BOllLDER, C9 S0306 

FLAK 

Continued from page 103 

in the party. Beck wa~ taken to the office, 
etc . Not Johan. 

Whose bullet killed Johan will never be 
known. But for honor's sake, let the true 
facts qe known. To have lost a son of 
Johan' s caliber is not easy, but to blame all 
on him is not decent. It tends to g ive one 
nq faith in the accuracy of Soldier of For
tune if facts such as these are al lowed to be 
printed . 

Adree Fritz 
Johannesburg , Republic of South 

Africa 
When Mike Hoare took his men into the 

Seychelles by a chance I happened to be in 
Johannesburg. Putting together a story on 
what exactly happened was not easy under 
the circumstances. The government of 
South Africa held the men who hijacked 
the Air India jet incommunicado. There
fore the story had to be put together from 
what I could learn from other South Afri
can journalists, from soldiers of forl!Jne in 
Johannesburg who had been asked along 

on the Seychelles op and turned it down 
and from public accounts from the 
Seychelles. 

Very early on, a number of people in 
South Africa who had knowledge of what 
had happened told me the operation "!'as 
blown when one of the South Africans 
went through the red channel and an AK 
was discovered. Your son, Johan Fritz, 
was identified by one of the policemen iri 
the airport as the person who was arrested. 

I could probably have discovered the 
mistake if I could nave talked to the men 
the South Africans were holding, or if I 
cquld have gone into the Seychelles. But 
since the government of the Seychelles 
was convinced that my presence in South 
Africa at the time of the operation was 
suspicious , I was not about to fly there. 

In the months following publication of 
the two articles I wrote on the operation, I 
had a number of telephone conversations 
with Mike Hoare. But since he was in
volved in a trial and since we knew the 
con versations were being recorded -
probably both in South Africa and here -
we didn 't discuss the Seychelles operation 
except in general terms. 

When Hoare is released SOF intends to 
publish a comprehensive account of the 
operation and at that time we will make 
sure the events in the airport are described 
accurately . 

We regre.t any error we made regarding 
Johan Fritz and appreciate your bringing 
this to our attention. - Jim Graves ~ 

. ' 

HIGH COUNTRY ADVENTURE FOR ADV~NTURERS 
From Omega Group comes OMEGA HUNTS LTD. 

"Our hunts are not for everyone. It takes stamina and guts to get a trpphy ona fair chase hunt. " 

Galen L. Geer, Camp Manager 

Exciting High Country Adventure Hunts in Colorado's rugged Sangre de Cristo mountains. 
Five and seven day hunts for black bear, deer and elk. Also summer fishing trips for trophy 
trout. Send the below coupon for information in 1983-84 hunts and camp schedules. 

OMEGA HUNTS LTD. 
·rr··· 

Robert K. Brown 

106 SOJ.llllll\ OF FORTUNE 

From a man 

who seeks his 

adventure 

around the 

world, a 

chance to 

enjoy the 

thrill of our 

great outdoor 

heritage 

Professiooals: 
Galen L. Geer, Camp Man
ager for Omega Hunts Ltd., 
brings more than 20 years 
of hunting experience to 
camp. He is well known to 
the readers of Soldier of 
Fortune and Survive maga
zines. His work has also ap
pecired in Sports Afield's 
Hunting Annual and a num
ber of other national pub
lications. His exploits as a 
hunter in Colorado are well Send to ·. OME Gfl. HUNTS LTD. 
known for the trophies he's P.O. Box 1647 
tagged. Boulder, CO. 80306 

,------------------- - --
! YES! I want the Name------------

: informatio~ Q~ Address------------

! OM~GA HUNTS. 
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CLASSIFIED 
CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $1 .00 per word per inser
tion - $20.00 minimum. Personals 50 cents per word -
$1 0.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remitt
ance. Insertion will n9t be made ·withoyt payment. Include 
name and address in counting number of words. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words ; Boulder, Colorado = 
2 words ; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as A.P., 
20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each . Hyphenated 
words and telephone numbers are c.ounted as two words. 
Please type or print all ads. We do not fu'rnish p'roofs. All 
ads MUST be received by the 15tb of the fourth month 
preceeding cover date. Advertisers offe'ring ·information 
packets fc;>r a fee MUST send a samp!e of packet. We 
reserve the right to delete or change any copy which we 
determine to be objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FOR
TUNE Classified, P·.o. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE 
ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCT-$ OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS .NEAREST POSTAL IN
SPECTqR. 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror
ism. communist subversion. covert activities. $12.00 year. 
$15.00 overseas. Sample $2.00. 540 Charles St. , Aurora. IL 
60506. (78) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed forces surplus clo
thing. individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, fi rst 
aid packets. etc. Send $1.00 lor our latest catalog to Steve J. 
Pedergnana. Jr. , P.O. E;lox 1062. Oak Park, IL 60304 . (78) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 .00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221·. Dept. F, Conneaut. OH 44030. 
(80) 

KITCHEN IMPROVISED PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES - C-4 lrom 
camp stove fuel. plaslic explosive lro"m bleach plus many many 
others. Easy instructions. Send $9.95 tci INFORMATION PUB
LISHING CO. , Box 10042, Odessa , TX 79762. (74) 

BECOME PROCESS SERVER. Average $12 to $36 per hour. 
Business booming! Free lnlormation-decal. PROCESS SER
VER, Box 314-F, Boston. f\AA 02188. (73) 

BE A BLACK BELT: Valid promotion based upon life experi
ence. Standard Certilicate $9.95, Deluxe $24.95. Wallet ID 
Card $4 .95. LIFE EXPERIENCE SYSTEMS, P.O. Box 68231, 
Oak Grove, OR 97268. Certificates signed by ranking Black 
Bell. . 

WWII GERMA!'l WAR SOUVE!'llRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything ! Illustrated catalog $1Cl (refund
able). DISCO. Box 331-X. Cedarburg. WI 53012. (82) 

MARAUDER'S SURPLUS: A complete listing of elite com
mando and regular army surplus, at the best prices in the 
country. Send $1.00 for catalogue to MARAUDER"S ARMY 
SURPLUS. 8588 McKee Road, Upatoi, GA 31829." (74) 

FREE JAPANESE WWII REL!C ... Weapons, uniforms, Ger
man and Japanese relics, swords. pistols! Illustrated catalogue 
$5.00. BONUS - Free Japanese WWII relic wi th catalogue' 
RELICS. Box 361-0 , Cambridge, MN 55008. (75) 

AFRICAN READERS. Attention ! Wanted by collector: RPO 
bells and parts : AK-47 magazines ; foreign elite and paratroop 
insignia and b8dges: original foreign cammies and web gear
any quantities; will 6u~ or trade for what you need. Peter 
Kokalis. 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix , AZ 85018. (TO) 

The 
Mercenaries 

The truth oboul men w ho fight for pay told 
in 300 fac t and adventure pocked pages. 
39 p hotos. and 2 merce nqry controc tsi Re
viewed in Soldier of Fortune as "A wealth o f 
backg round info rma tio n fo r the sch o lar 
and soldier of fortune." $3.00 to: 

FREE COMPANION PRESS 
P.O. Box 542 

Sugar Land, TX 77478 

NOVEMBER/83 
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PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Fr~e in
formation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 18941\, Provo, 
UT 84603. (74) 

QUALITY KNIVES - Reasonable prices. Full color catalog 
$2.00 . RECONDO, 930 Hialeah Dr., Suite # 2, Hialeah, FL 
33010. (73) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free "Vietnam Photos") $2.00. 
WWII catalog $2.00. WAR SHOP, Rt.1 , Box 154. Milford , DE 
19963. (75) ' 

LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 

~LY $700 
P.OSTPAIO 

Fires 22 c a l. te ar 
gas o r blarik ammo . a 
Solid me tal. 6 sho t clip · l 
fed. Rapid firinq. With in
structions & free cl e aninq rod. • For self- p rotection , th e a tre , dog . 

f,~1g,;~~'2 T~~1b~"e yPbg~ksq~~r;1d:i ~~e. 1.0 sti 1pmen1 to 
New Yor k or 

WESTBURY SALES CO. c''' '""" 
P.O.BOX 434, Dept. TA·11·SF, Westbury, New York 11590 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSA
TION~:;? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, pocket 
bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder $125.00. FM 
Telephone wire!ess transmitter $100.00, long-range wireless 
mikes $45.00 lo $150.00, bumper beeper sel $60p.oo, sound 
activated recorder $1 ~0 . 00 , special listening devices frofll 
$50.00, automatic recorder switches $40.00, new 1983 cata
log $2.00. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspen
glen Drive. Houston , TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. (73) 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step instructions to 
make powerful plast ic explosives from common' ingredients. 
Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 
HSJ, Springfield. MO 65801 . (81) 

COLLEGE DIPLOMA 1 DAY 
Has your diploma been lost or damaged? 
Most schools available . Beautiful exacting 
reproductions including seals & colors. All 
inquiries confidential . Color catalog ue $3 
- ALUMNI ARTS 

Dept. SF 10 Box 552 Grants Pass, OR 97526 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws both $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. SCHLESSINGER, 
P.ci. Box 882, New York. NY 10150. · 

REGULATION INSIGNIA - all military branches and police. 
All genuine. Over 1000 items including rank. wings, badges. 
min'iature medals, NASA patches. Catalog $2.00: add $1 .00 if 
1st class mailing desired. KAUFMAN"S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept A-511 , 504 Yale SE. Albuquerque. NM 87106. 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC - Free original German WWII 
re lic!· When ordering cataiog of pre-1945 German flags. uni
forms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Illustrated catalog , 
$5.00. MILITARIA, Box 21-D. Grandy, MN 55029. (74) 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG - $1 .00. Jackets, 
pants, cloth, caps: berets, insignia, more. Genuine GI. KAUF
MAN'S WEST .ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. A-211, 504 Yale 
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

f'RIVACY - CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Foiwarding/Receiving. 
Code name fine, street add ress, phone <1vai lable, SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF11, Orlando. FL 32860. 
(74) 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters fast' 
Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging device, 
checks rooms, autos, phones. people. $45.00 complete, ready 
to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY. 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive. Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531 . Catalog of related 
devices, $2.00. (73) 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI - Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stan]ped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
WEST ARMY NAW GOODS, Dept. A-81 1. 504 Yale SE, 
Albuquerque. NM 87106. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials 
available ; Zapruder film, videocassettes, photographs, litera· 
ture. Catalog $2.00 ; COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 114, 
Beaconsfield , Quebec, Canada. (74) 

SURVIVAL ~NIVES-- Knuckle knives, boot knives, throwing 
knives, stars. All at discount prices. Send $1 .00 lor list. SPE
CIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, Des Plaines, IL 60016. (74) 

KNIVES, ALL TYPES. Also historic and general weapons. 
Unbeat'able prices. Color catalogs for $2.00. OelNTINIS, 107 
Summit Ave., S.I. , NY 18306. 

MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere. Don't get mad, get 
even . Work alone. short term, discreet, conlidentia\. SKIPPER, 
P.O. Box 546455, Surfside. FL 33154. (76) 

FIREWORKS AND EXPLOglVES FORMULAS, prolessiona!. 
using easily obtainable chemicals. Over 40 formulas with in
structions. Send $19.95 money order only. PYROTEC, P.O. 
Box 176, Bountiful, UT 84010. (74) 

INCQ"1E OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVENTURERS. Free in
format ion wilh <! self-addressed , stamped envelope to : 
ADVENTURERS, P.O. Box 1160, Pacifica, CA 94044 . (78) 

TIGER STRIPE BOONIE HATS, exactly the same as used in 
'Nani, Top Quality. $12.00. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 

SILENCERS - Compleie instructions to bui ld your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores. $3 .00. WORLD 
PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 64252, Fayettevi lle, NC 28306. 

MERCHAf'jT MARINES, seafaring adventure and employ
ment. Maritim~ advent4rer gives sources unknown to you. 27 
page Directory to fu lfillment," just $10. CARDINAL INTERNA
TIONAL. Box 67, Centerville, VA 22020. (79) 

GEflMAN SILVER BULLION!! Hoard of sterling silver bullion 
bars, bearing the infamous German WWII style eagle. Invest
ment items! Only $12.95, three for $35, nine lor $99. SILVER 
INVESTORS, Box 361-0, Cambridge, MN 55008 . (73) 

SWITCHBLADE /{NIFE BOOK - Latest edition.over 80 
photos, where to buy, prof. printed : $8 .00 ppd ; TANZ, Box 
14221 , Pittsburgh, PA 15239. (74) 

GUN FOR HIRE _: Ex-Ranger & Mercenary - professional 
investigator - high risk contracts. Contact : STRINGER. Box 
934. White River Jct., VT 05001 ·0934. (78) 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $5 a 
month . Not a tiox number but your own address and suile 
number. Also available - phone number, remailing , mail for
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE. 3341 W. Peoria, 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534 . (73) 

SOUTH AFRICA, Tax, Immigration Law, Relocation. Employ
ment, Information booklet, Ai rmail $7.00. Cash or U.S. Postal 
M.0. AMERICAN ATTORNEY. WEBSTER, Box 541, Warm
baths 0480, Soulh Africa. (75) 

MX-MILITARY, SURVIVAL MONTHLY. Countless ads, arti
cles, r~views. $10/yr. , $17.5012 yrs., US, Canada; $24/year, 
Foreign. (To 12130183) . MX, P.0.B. 3. &\.. ...... SF. Torrington. CT 
06790. 203-482-7667. Sample $1 . (73) 

CUSTOM DESIGNED EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, brass 
pins, and insignia. Free info' NOi. Box 66659, Marietta. GA 
30065. (73) 

FREE KUNG-FU !-ESSONS- Guaranteed satisfacfion, send 
$1 tor postage. McLISA, P.O. Box 1755. Dept. SF-831, Hono
lulu . HI 968Q6. (74) 

NEW. .. Same 
design on O. D. 
t-shirts ... add s 1.00 
per shirt extr3 l 

I 

·VIETNAM VETERANS · 
· Al last.. . This is the T-SHIRT you ' ve bee~ wai ting for! Your 

RVN serv ice medal design handsomely silk-screened on a fin e 
quality cotton/polyester t-shirl. Conlrasling b)ack arlwork on 
heather gray looks superb. Only $8.95 each, plus Sl.50 P &H 
per order. Plea s~ be s~ re to inc~ude size. (S,M,l ,ll} 

·BASEBALL CAPS in black with same design look greal alone or with 
!he gray t-shirl. One size fitsall. Only Sl.~5 eat~, plus Sl.50 
P&Hperorder. 

·VINYL STICKERS with same design only $2.00 each, pl us 50< P& H 
per order. 3J"x 3t"size is ideal for use on cars, cycles, guns, etc! 
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FOR HIRE-S.E. Asia veteran. '68-70. LRRP's, with EXTEN
SIVE international e:isperience/trai(l ing as courier. executive 
prolec tion , and other duties. VGA, P.O. Box 309, 
Schenectady, NY 12301. (73) 

EXEC::UTIVE PROTECTION AGENCY seeks agents and 
clients for security and para-military. Write Box 6762, Bend , 
OR 97708 . (75) . 

POLICE AND FIRE SCANNERS, radar detectors, two-way 
radios. Whistler 02000 $189.99, SuperFox Vixen $184.99, 
Bearcat 100 $.219.99, Regency M100 $194.99; Wilson WH 
2510 $479.99. (plus $3.00 shipping). Send for free discount 
catalog. SCANNERWORLD, 10-SF New Scotland, Albany, 
NY 12208. (518) 436-9606. (74) 

VIETNAM SLIDES. Authentic, taken during war. Catalog 
$1.00. D. KEEFER. RR Box 442, Buchanan , Ml 49107. (75) 

SHARPEN ANY EDGE IN SECONDS. Simple, easy lo use . 
There is no device as efficient as this re-sharpener. It is light. It 
is small. It is so readily storable you may choose to carry it in 
your wallet. 3 for $6.00 postpaid. DEPT. V.M., 681 5 2nd Ave. 
So., Birmingham , AL 35212. (73) 

SPECIAL FORCES, RANGER, Airborne Unit Coins, decals, 
flashes. 40 cents in stamps for list. PHILLIPS MILITARY, West 
Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601. 

TOP RISK ACTION GROUP. Contracts with individµals. orga
nizations and governments. ·Outside U.S. only. No reds. We 
shitt odds in your favor. JOE, P.O. Box 2094, Chapel Hill, N9 
27515-2094. (76) 

VIETNAM SERVICE CERTIFICATES, Ranger, Pathfinder 
and other military and civilian school awards. Send SASE lor 
illustrqted list. D. EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaig~ Medal 
Certificates of Decoration. $3.00 each, both $5.00. Money 
back guarantee. Other lorms available. List $1.00, free wi!h 
order: JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135. 

TIGER STRIPE M-6,5 FIELD JACKETS, Made to Government 
Specifications, $48.00. AH.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 
Mastercard & VISA Accepted! 

LAW ENFOR<;:EMENT, fire and rai lroad badges a~d patches. 
Send $1 .00 Im \is\ or $6.00 for next 12 monthly lists . BAIRD·s 
COLLECTABLES, Dept. SF683, P.O. Box 444 , Los Alamitos, 
CA 90706. (78) 

FREE ! REMAILERS INFORMATION. Confidential personal/ 
business address. Complete service, mail forwarded free. 
Code name fine. P.O. BOX 25491F, Cleveland, OH 44125. 

COLLEGE DIPLOMAS - Best on the market. Beautifully 
designed. Your address, name and degree. Send $1p.do M.0. 
to MR. VITO, 446 Hackensack St., Carlstadt, NJ 07072. 

M.A.S.H. MEDICAL 1.D. CARD. A must for the professional 
adventurer. Send ·$5.00 to EMERGENCY MEDICAL IDENTl
CARDS SYSTEMS, l!'JC,, P.O. Box 36 11 1, Birmingham, AL 
35236. 

" AUSSIE FREEBIRD" - Please call Tucson. Candle still 
burning, ·need to know what is going on. 

" WARNING, GUN SECURED PROPERTY, Stop, No Tres
passing .'· Stop sign d~cals to stop theft. 5 all weatherfor doors, 
signs, etc. $4.95. 12 to sheet for windows home, RV, etc. 
$4.95. SAVE - all 17 lor $7.95. Order today. Check/MO to 
COL WAR INDUSTRIES, NC., P.O. Box 281, Dept. SF1 , 
Bayonne, NJ 07002. 

TIGER STRIPE T-SHIRTS, Matches our Tiger Fatigues, 
$8.00/3 lor $22.00. A H.A. , Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

ADVANCED IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES -This book con
tains 30 explosive formulations; Military Plastic Explosives, 
Liquid, Flexib le Sheet, Ammonium Nitrate, Chlorate Based 
Explosives and more , with 6 sections on explosives and 2 on 
safety and disposal. Over 90 8112 x 11 pages-$12.50; MKBS 
PUBLICATIONS, 4111 Lincoln Blvd. , Suite 353-S, Marina Del 
Rey, CA 90292. 

HISTORICAL MILITARIA, GERMAN WWII, Imperial German, 
American , French, Swords, Medals, Daggers, Helmets, Uni
forms, Accoutrements. Most recent ill ustrated catalogue 
$4.00; order Catalogue No. 134G. ROGERS. STEFFEN HIS
TORICAL MILITARIA, Dept. 48, 14 Murnan Road , cold 
Spring, !<Y 41076. All items guaranteed original. 

WANTED: EDGED WEAPONS of Southeast Asia, Burma, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Borneo and Philippine (Moro). Send lull 
details. WALTER RACHALSKE, 1007 North Cass Street, Mil
waukee, WI 53202. 
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FREE CATALOG 
LATEST ISSUE 

Soaks on: Survival, Revenge , Weapons, 
Self-defense, Oemolitiors. Knife lighting , 
Military, Silencers, Sniping, Keys & Lock s, 
Clandestine Operations, Improvi sations, 
Special Forces , Guerilla Warfare , CIA Ser
ies , First Aid , plus niuch more! 

"The best in the field" 
''Time is running out, 

you better start preparing now." 
For a rush catalog , send to : 

Ken Hale - Survivalist (503) 
McDonald, Ohi~ 44437-0395 

FOREST SS CAMOUFLAGE FIELD CAP. Reversible Au
tumn/S ummer WWII German copy. Highest Quality . 71/s 
through 73/4, $25.00 plus $2 .50 postage 50 states. Postal 
Money orders only. BUD OTOOLE, P.O. Box 12670, Seattle, 
WA 9811 1. (73) 

ALASKA WILDERNESS LAND SALE by U.S. Govt.I $2.50 
per acre, lakefront and riverfront available. For details , maps, 
lederal regulations, send $9.95 to: HOMESTEAD, P.O. 6512-
SOF, Yuma, A7. 85364. (75) 

ESCAPE METHODS . .. Now you can escape from bondage 
from ropes, chains and handcuffs in seconds! Profusely illus
trated .. . easy tactical techniques. $10.00. R. WILSON, Box 
224, Hatboro. PA 19040. (74) 

TATTOOING EQUIPMENT. Colors, machines, designs, ev
erything needed to start you in business. Send $1.00 for cata
log to: ·s & W TATTdOING, Box 263 SF, East Northport, NY 
11 731 . (81) 

EX-MARINE LIEUTENANT, Vietnam Veteran, parachute 
Qualified_, requires work: rescue, security, uAdercover, recov
ery operations. MALDONADO, Box 267, Colby, KS 67701. 
(75) . 

MIND E!OOSTER. Your '!' ind is your mQst important weapon. 
Research report, with dosage guide. covers compounds that 
improve re(!.ction time, memory and learnlng ability. Only 
$5.00. Invest in your survival. POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago, 
IL 60650. 

-klMBERTAL- • 
Th Most So119hi aftef Norn• i" 

~oberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 

Champ-sired pups and aduUs tra1n.ed 
lor personal protection and security. 

FULL HEALTH &, TEMPERAMENT GU~RANTEES 
- SH1PP1NG WORLOWIDE

American Express, Visa and M.:ister Cha1ge 

KIMBERTAL KENNELS, LTD . 
Kimberton, Pa. 19442 215-933-4982 or 933-3600 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE - for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2.00, $13.00/year-$17.00 overseas. HORIZONE, 
Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301, USA(77) 

$URVIVAL PAIN K ILLERS, gren11de launchers, nitrog
lycerine, TNT, detonators. Simple plans .$3 each. Catalog $1. 
N.W., Box 962(SF), Orlando, FL 32802. 

"NATURAL TAI CHI", a new book cove.ring the mental laws of 
Chi Kung: 175 pages, illustrated ... $11.00. To order, send 
certified check or money order to: KUAN SHU PUBLISHING 
COMPANY, 432 South 51 West Avenue, Tulsa. OK 74127. 
~~ . 
" EXPOSE HUMAN SHARKS." Stop trickery! 100 protections! 
End worry, enjoy love. $2 booklet. Guaranteed. NEWLIFE, Box 
275-DQ, Boulder Cfty, NV 89005. (77) 

FOR HIRE: 'Nam \let seeks high risk jobs. Anything , any
where. All otters considered. P.O. BOX 41051, Chicago, IL 
60641. . 

MILITARY SURPLUS - Chemical/biological wariare equip
ment, milita ry clothing and equipment. Self addressed 
stamped envelope for catalog: JR SALES, Box 425~F. Lan
caster. CA 9~539-4253. 

CONFIDENTIAL REMAILING - Veteran guarantees most 
reliable remai ling. Lowest price, no monthly fees. National/ 
International. SASE to RICHARD K. BALDWIN, P.O. Box 732, 
"1adison, NJ 07940. 

NEED WEAPONS? Become Gun Dealer At Home! Gun Deal
er Instruction Course , 20 chapters, $4.95. Federal Laws, 
$2.50. Your State Laws, $2°.50. 500 Wholesalers, $3.50. 
Machine Gun License Manual, Forms, $3.50. Concealed Gun 
Permits, $2.50. All Publications Above, $13.95. Free Catalog. 
REDDICK, 1821-H Bacon, San Diego, CA 92107. 

ELITE U.S. FORCJ:S AUTO DECALS! Self-adhesive, fully 
detailed in color, 5" ~ t· USMC-Recon, UDT-SEAL. USAF 
Pararescue, $pecial FQrces; $4.00 each. Navy-Marine Corps 
Enlisted Air-Crew Wings. 2" x 7" color; $2.50 each. NEW!! 
USMC Sniper decal , Skull and Crm;sbones design, 5" x 5" 
titled "Long-Raoge Death."$3.00 each. Send lor our price list, 
ask about discounts on orders of ten or more. Send order plus 
$1.00 P & H to: ELITE FORCES SUPPLY CO. , 22 Orchard St., 
Newton. NJ 07860. 

MERC FOR HIRE --' Highly ski lled and professional individual 
or team ayai lable for high risk 9perations . All otters considered 
and held strictly confisJential. Immediate response. N.G .. Box 
302, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210. 

" INTERNAL KARATE," a startling approach to Karate. Use Ki 
to improve your tra ining. Approx imately 150 pages , 
illustrated ... $11.00. To order send check (certified) or money 
order to KUAN SHU PUBLISHING CO., 432 South 51 West 
Avenue, Tulsa. OK 74127. (74) · 

GROUND ZERO SURVIVAL SUPPLIES - Food, medical, 
radiation and survival. Catalog ·$1.00 (refundable with order). 
P.O. Box 25532. Colorado · Springs. CO 80936. (303) 598-
9608. 

MAKE CALIFORNIA YOUR ADDRESS. Confidential busi
ness remailing message service. PACIFIC SERVICES, 5265 
Atlantic .t>,venue, Long Beach, CA 90~05. (73) 

BE A GUN QEALER. Ollicial Federal Firearms License Ket 
Application Forms. Instructions. BATF ··800 '5' and 
ADDRESSES Directory of Wholesalers: Firearms, Ammo, 
Accessories, Manufacturer's List, Gun Deale.rs Basic Guide to 
Federal Gun Requirements. The most complete Federal 
Firearms License Kit available ... $4.95. GUN DEALER RE
CORD BOOKS - Each book contains 1200 entries, heavy 
duty construction, and are BOUND to meet all Federal require
ments: FI REARMS TRANSACTIONS, AMMO TR ANS
ACTIONS $7.95 each. FEDERAL GUN LAWS: Covers 
machine guns, silencers, licensir1g of dealers, rules and reg
ulations. import and export laws, transler taxes, record keeping 
and much more .. $3.95. STATE GUN LAWS: They are not 
summarized , complete state gun law and some city ordn
ances . Your Own State . . $2.25, ALL Filly ~tales .. . $4.95. 
FEDERAL REGU LAT IONS ON INTERSTATE TRANS
PORTATION OF FIREARMS: Laws you should know, ii you 
travel state to state with weapons . . $2.95.' GUN DEALERS 
LIST : Top Dealers across the country, discounts lrom most 
1500 dealers . $2.50. CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMIT 
BOOKLET: This booklet shows you how t.o obtain a CON
CEALED WEAPONS PERMIT . . $2.50. BE A FEDERALLY 
LICENSED EXPLOSIVE DEALER: Kit includes: Application 
Forms , (lor Explosive License and Permit), Instructions, 
Federal Explosive Laws. Directory of Explosive Manufactors, 
Wholesalers, Distributors, Explosive Security, Explosive 
License/Permit Numbering System, Basic Explosive Dealer's 
Guide . $5.95. COMMERCE IN EXPLOSIVES The com
plete book on dealing in Explosives and Fireworks covers: 
License and Permits, Conduct ol Business and Operations, 
Administrative Procedures, Records and Reports, Unlawful 
Acts, Penalties, Storage Requirements $5.95 . S.G.S.E , 
P.O. Box 780, Mocksville, NC 27028. (77) 

GERMAN WWII MILITARIA, records , flags, kn ives. Send 
SASE for list: HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 
46203. (74) 

IF YOU ARE AVERAGE ; you can multiply your strength and 
light at plackbelt level in one hour daily- at home. Moneyback 
guarantee. Just $10. FREELIFE, Box 1417, Vista, CA 92083. 
(75) 

COMBAT SHOTGUN BANDOLIER. Webbed canvas holds 
50 shells 12-16-20 gauge 0 .0 . GUARANTEED. $12.99 plus 
$2.00 SIH. WHITE SAVAGE, 4831 , S.E. Powell Blvd., Suite 
1038D. Portland , OR 97206. (74) 

PERSONAL AND PROPERTY PROTECTION specialist, any 
situ8.tion. Expert· small arms, stakeouts, inVestigations and 
more. Passport. Goes anywhere. P.O. Box 6235, North Augus-
ta. SC 29841 . · 

KNUCKS - Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi
num. $7.00 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATIHEWS 
POLICE SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. 

MILITARY COLLECTORS 
• Over 40,000 lte~s in St ock • 

S.S. Viking Div. Ring '·t . large Size Only. In Heavy Silver 

Plate................... . .. $ 20 .00 

Black S.S. Caps 
M·43 Toke down sfyl~ Melal eagle & 
Bullons S·M & lg. Sizes ...... ·$18.00 

or S.S. Officers 
(w/Silver-fop trim) ····· ·· ·· ··$25 .00 

If you gol the leather jocket ,,, We got the Flying-t igers 
· 1 ""' (Blood-chit) emblem for 

I the bock of it. (Repro. on 
, ~otton) - $20.00 postpaid; 

or silk original - 1165.00 
postpaid, 

W.W. 2 LTD. 

Japanese K~mik az ie 
Headband, (wear one to 
relax your passengers), 
soft cott on (Repro.) -
$6.00 postpaid, · 

Our 224 page fully-ill us
trated cotalog - ($3.00 
(free with order) , 

Bo~ 2063-F 
St. Louis, MO 631~8 
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SURVIVALISTS. Tree expert reveals secrels 10 sharpening 
your chainsaw and keeping it sharp without fancy tools. Illus
trated book. send $5.00 to: OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED. 
Dept. B. 20993 Foothill Blvd .. Suite 223. Hayward. CA 94541 . 
(75) 

BULLETPROOF AUTOMOBILE - 1978 Oldsmobile 98 Four 
door Sedan. absolutely mint. like new condition. under 14,000 
original miles. Professionally armored (Level 3). Used in South 
relatively short time. then stored. Not subjected to harsh north
eastern weather. $15.500.00 FOR QUICK SALE. MARTIN 
LEDERMANN. (617) 731-0000. (73) 

EX-USAF PILOT FOR HIRE, S.E. Jet. instrument rated. will 
consider any assignment anywhere. Available on short notice. 
(517) 496-9146. (73) 

WORLDWIDE MILITARY, Medals. Badges, Wings. Insignia. 
War Surplus and Survival Equipment. Illustrated catalogue 
$2.00. INVICTA INTERNATIONAL. 740 Gladstone. Ottawa. 
Canada. K1 R 6X5. (77) 

GERMAN WWII High Quality reproduction camouflage field 
caps, smocks, helmet covers. reversible pants, L W ground 
combat 314 jackets. 8/20 cenl stamps for picture. 7/20 cent 
stamps for list. O'TOOLE. P.O. Box 12670, Seattle. WA 98111 . 
(206) 285-0294. (73) 

NINJA TOOLS - authentic weaponry hand cratted by Certi
fied Ninja Black Belt Instructor. Send $1.00 for catalog 10: 
SCORPION ENTERPRISES. UNLTD .. P.O. Box 774. Tucker. 
GA 30084. 

.50 CAL BROWNING MACHINE GUN DEWAT, M2 (ground) 
or AN-M2 (aircratt) .. 30 Cal. Browning Machine Gun DEWAT 
M191A4 (air cooled) or M1917A1 (water cooled). Browning 
Automatic Rifle DEWAT M1918A2 (BAR). DEWATS are exact 
collector copies of famous machine guns. Inert and not classi
fied as firearms. Legal to own. can be purchased direct. Full 
size, 100% machined steel construction. Made in U.S.A. from 
original ordnance blueprints. For illustrated catalog. send 
$2.00 (refundable with purchase).PHILADELPHIA ORDN
ANCE, Oreland Industrial Park. Oreland, PA 19075. 

U.S Mk2 PINEAPPLE GRENADES, (replica) w/moving parts, 
$7.50. A.HA. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221 . 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE back issuesll # 1 through #67, ex
cellent condition $175.00 postage and insurance included. 
Write: BACK ISSUES, 161 Southampton Rd., Holyoke. MA 
01040. 

AMERICAN 180 OWNERS. I have developed a speed loader 
unit for the 177RD Drum Mag. Small. compact. very last. 
Works beautifully. Send stamped sell addressed envelope for 
inquiries. P.O. BOX 6259, Fort Wayne, IN 46806. 

HAVE ENEMIES: In need of protection? I work alone. Short 
term only. All jobs considered. Anything. anywhere. (509) 877-
4702. (75) 

MILITARY MEDALS AND INSIGNIA of South Africa and 
Rhodesia boughVsold/traded. $5.20 subscription refundable 
first purchase. KAPLANS, Box 132, Germiston, South Africa. 
(77) 

EL SALVADOR PARATROOPERS BERETS, Red Beret with 
Insignia, $18.00. A.HA. Box 21606. Denver.CO 80221 . 

SURVIVE! New compact reel for pocket. pack. Catches fish. 
small game automatically. $5.95. Free brochure. J & B. Box 
322(SF). Monrovia. IN 461 57. 

RHODESIAN GSM MEDAL with ribbon. Sealous Scouts beret 
badge: also camouflage and other Rhodesian gear. Send 
$2.00 (bills only) for details and photo . EMBLETON. 6 St. Malo. 
Close to Ferring, W. Sussex, England. 

RUGER 10/22 FULL AUTO conversion plans. complete with 
easy to follow instructions. Actual conversion requires permit 
from BAT.F. $10. CAMPBELLS. Box 900923. Dallas. TX 
75390-0923. (75) 

AR-7/RUGER 10/22 OWNERS. U.C.K. System silencers 
easier than homework shop. Send $10.00 money order only to: 
CHUCK CO .. P.O. Box 22659. Honolulu. HI 96822. (74) 

Send $2.00 for Brochure. 
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OFFICIAL 
SOF BERET 

& INSIGNIA 

TOP 
QUALITY 

RED BERET 
m ade to U .S. Gov't spec ific ations $ 13.00 
post-pa id, SOF COLORED EN AMELED 
INSIGNI A $7.00 post-paid. Spec ify bere t 
size . 

SOF EXCHANGE-' P.O. Box 687 
Depl. 1183 - Boulder, CO 80306 

SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Recon, 
Air Cavalry, Pararescue. and more original designs on t-shirts. 
sweatshirts. shorts. Free brochure. send long stamped en
velope. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. A-
711 . 504 Yale SE. Albuquerque. NM 87106. 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formidable 
Chi.,.,se Black Cobra style of oriental combat. A killing and 
mutilating art with advanced dynamic meditations to develop 
the unstoppable mental state and powers. Fully illustrated 
$9.95 plus S1 .00 p/h. Check or money order to: GREEN DRA
GON SOCIETY. Dept. SF. 6810 North Sheridan. Chicago. IL 
60626. (74) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES - 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also. 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!' Toll Free ordering 
and immediate shipment.Send long self-addressed stamped 
envelope for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY AND 
NAVY GOODS. Dept. A-911. 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque. NM 
87106. 

MERC FOR HIRE: 43. anything. anywhere. work alone. short 
term only. Bounty hunting. Will take commission job. JIM. P.O. 
Box 415. Fair Oaks. CA 95628. (76) 

LOCKSMITHING, General & Automotive, UNLIMITED IN
FORMATION - $2.00 (unconditionally refundable if unsatis
fied) . L.A.N.D.l.S .. 625 Post Street. #1048F. San Francisco. 
CA 94109. (75) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY - Many unusual. informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance. ·creative· Locksmithing, 
Weapons. Investigations. Documents. etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR. Dept. G-2. 135-53 No. Blvd .. Flushing. NY 11354. 
(73) 

AXIS ORDERS OF BATTLE 11,~ 
You may know how and where ~ -
the battles were foughl. Now 1939 ~ ·.- · ~....., 1945 

you can have the rest of t he •...aiA...~ 
story! These ne w, 1981-1983, Orders of Batlle reveal 1.he 
most detailed OB data available in the English lan
guage on World Wa r 2 unit histories. wartime locations, 
officers, soldier psychology, and organization . 

Write now for FREE Catalog and Samples. 
GAME PUBLISHING 

3355 Birch Cir cle, Allentown, PA 18103-4512 

CAMOUFLAGE HANDKERCHIEFS/BANDANNA, $2.50·3 
for $6.00. A.HA. Box 21606. Denver.CO 80221 . 

NEW SECRET WEAPON AGAINST MOSQUITOS . High 
technology electronic repeller . small. lite. inexpensive and 
safe. Free details: COASTAL SALES. P.O. Box 740. Ponte 
Vedra Beach. FL 32082. (75) 

MAIL SECURITY' affordable, non-traceable. discreet mailing. 
Incoming. outgoing. Keep yourself incognito. Details $2.00 
(refundable). Box 70. Burns. TN 37029. (78) 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, Dealers in Uniforms.Insignia 
and Equipment. Lisi $1.00. Box 21606. Denver, CO 80221. 

" RUSSIA SUCKS" T-shirt. $7.95. Bumper Sticker. $2.00. 
P.W .. Dept. SF. Rt. 2, Box 125A, Prudenville. Ml 48651 . 

ATTENTION ELITE UNITS! Our company needs a sales rep
resentative for every active and reserve Ranger Bn., SF 
Group,. Marine Recon Unit, SEAL Team, SCUBA School. 
Para-rescue, BUDS. Para-rigger Units. Anglico. etc. Desire 
E-4 or above to be point of contact between our company and 
your unit. No risk to individual, no money needed. Good pay. 
minimal time needed (1 hour week). Send resume letter to: 
RESUME. cto ELITE FORCES SUPPLY CO .. 22 Orchard St .. 
Newton. NJ 07860. 

VIETNAM VETERANS!! Polo-shirts "Participant. Southeast 
Asia Wargames, 1961 -1975. Second Place." 100% cotton. 
preshrunk. Send $8 .. 50 to JOE THOMPSON. 716 Cherry St., 
Cadillac. Ml 49601. (76) 

" THE DEFENDER" - Single shot .22 cal pistol constructed 
with ordinary materials and tools. Plans. $4.98. ENTIUM. Box 
1650. Carolina. P.R. 00628. 

M-65 WOODLAND CAMMO FIELD JACKETS, U.S. Issue 
w/Concealed Hood. $43.00. A.HA. Box 21606, Denver. CO 
80221 . Mastercard & VISA Accepted' 

COURIER: Any location- short term contracts. Contact ECS. 
5280 Seagate. Naples. FL 33940. (74) 

FREE LISTS: WWI. WWII. Aviation Insignia. Also German 
WWII (reproductions). WAR MUSEUM SUPPLIES. Box 
578203. Chicago. IL 60657-8203. 

MILITARY HOTSPOTS, Insignia Service. Just let us know the 
country and chances are we can supply the insignia. Send 25 
cents per request. A.HA . Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221 . 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95: SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the ex
tremely devastating, easy to make, steel burning THERMITE 
INCENDIARY $12.00. All three. $20.00. AMERICAN INDUS
TRIES, P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield. MO 65808. (83) 

BOUNTY HUNTER, Mere. Bodyguard, Armed Escort. All jobs 
considered. Complete discretion guaranteed and expected. 
Contact: THORN. P.O. Box 8. Buffalo. NY 14212. 

MARKED CARDS - BEST IN THE COUNTRY! Impossible to 
detect' Fully Guaranteed' First Class - postpaid delivery!' 
$8.00 per deck (3 for $21 .00-$72.00 per dozen). PENNSYL • 
VANIA SUCCESS. Box 14190, Philadelphia, PA 19138. (73) 

LOCATE MISSING PERSONS: Professional, proven secrets 
. .. track them down yourself . .. cheaply, easily!! Money back 
guarantee. $4.00. Postpaid. LSP, Box 163/SF. Wamego. KS 
66547. (73) 

1.D. CARDS & CERTIFICATES. C. l.A .. Special Forces. Ran
gers, SEAL Team. Recon. Scout-Sniper. S.O.G., Para-rescue. 
Airborne. Weapons Expert, Martial Arts, Police. Large Selec
tion with your Name, Rank. Unit. etc. Illustrated Brochure 
$1.00. KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 66, Dept. 1. Long 
Green. MD 21092. 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs. Gre
nades) -An essential part of the survivalist's inventory. Excel
lent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds. signaling. fire drills, 
etc. Large generating capacities and extremely dense smoke. 
All fresh and fully guaranteed. We pay shipping charges in 
U.S.A. Send $1.00 (refundable with order) for catalogue of 
these and other important products. SIGNUS. Box 33712-K, 
Phoenix. AZ 85067. (73) 

GENUINE MEDALS - CollecVReplace Missing U.S./Foreign 
Decorations. Purple Heart $40.00: Silver Star $40.00: Bronze 
Star $35.00: Legion of Merit $35.00; Armed Forces Expedition
ary $15.00: Vietnam Service $15.00 : Vietnam Cam
paign/Sterling Yearbar $25.00. Add stamp in trade and $3.00 
Postage. Most others available. SAS.E. FOR FREE LIST. 
MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples Road. Brookline. MA 
02146. (617) 731-0000. (73) 

FIREWORKS, High Quality. Fast Service. Price list $1.00. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY. P.O. Box 90007. Casper. 
WY 82609. (74) 

TIGER STRIPE CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES, Rip-Stop cotton, 
4 pocket jacket: 6 pocket pants. $50.00 per suit. A.HA. Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221 . Mastercard & VISA Accepted! 

BOUNTY HUNTING - legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2.00 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3.00 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, 
Box 152, Depew. NY 14043. (76) 

FIREWORKS- Fun. safe. patriotic: top quality. lowest prices: 
countless items: illustrated catalogue $1.00 (refundable). 
PYRO-SONICS DEVICES. Box 711 $13, Grand Haven. Ml 
49417. (76) 

PYRO SUPPLIES, M80 Blockbuster casings, fuse. caps, rock
et supplies, more' Catalog $1 .00. NORSTARR PRODUCTS. 
P.O. Box 5585, Pocatello. ID 83202. (79) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS. Send $2.00 for Police Catalog, BPEC. 
Dept. SF1182. 17122 Bellflower Blvd .. Bellflower. CA 90706. 
(76) 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart' Win custody. property 
you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book $1 4.95. 
Guaranteed. Details 25c. EDEN. Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val
ley, CA 92708. (77) 

"LAZERSTUN" DEFENSE WEAPON - Shoots high intensi
ty rays that blind' (CAUTION: Victims purport DISORIENTA
TION BLACKOUTS FAINTING!!!) Nonlethal. Hand
held device temporarily "bleaches" pigments in the eyes· re
tina. (Similar to device featured on television's C.H.1.P.S.!) 
Fully assembled. Send $49.95 each: NATIONAL PHALANX. 
Box 131. Bridgeport. OH 43912. (Catalog, $5.00). 

AMBUSH VICTOR CHARLIE in lhe Delta. Snatch NVA Cadre 
in the Highlands. Neutralize the VC infrastructure in a ville. 
RECON. the roleplaying game of lhe Vietnam War. StO horn 
RPG. INC .. Box 485. Lincoln. AR 72744. (81) 

JOBS NOW. Coast to coast coverage of current job openings. 
Free information. AMERl-CAREER. Box 383A, Valley City, OH 
44280. (73) 

ARREST Violators!i. 1"1'1'1 ............. -. 

TRAiNY 
FAST ,,;; 
AT.~ ' 
HOME\ t-1:t.::;;;:a'-. .................... ... 

' ' ~ . NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 
Cl'.i'.i:~~~~!):!' • You r s pirit of adventu re, danger. a nd s e lf 

_ - reliance can lead you to an exciting ca ree r 
..... opportun ity. Solve mysteries. bring crimi

na ls to justice, protect lhe innocent. 
Experts guide you eve ry st ep of the way. 
Men and women needed to work in chal
lenging s iluations , withstand ing hard-

SECRET -~ sh ips, make on the spot decis ions . Learn 
EQUIPMENT - · the latest in_vest igative techniques u si.ng 

pec1al law e n fo rcem e nt cqu1p-
Survelllance Equipmanl. ment. .. the same equipment used 
~~::i~~~l:rei~~~Q~::~~!g by t h e FBI.. the CIA. and ihe 
"Holsters. Lockplck Guns. S~cret ~crv~ce. St a rt your own 
Bullet-Proof Vu ls lnlrared inves t1gnl1\•e agency. Sa~·e 4Jp 
Nigh! Scopes, Rap~elllng lo 259'- a nd more on all ~uip-

~~u~gr;:.~~~-Plus uch.Approved by CatJ~~p~~~J ~~£/;;::;~~~/. 
r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training , 
I DEPT.SF311, P.O. Box 2469, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 \ 

Ru!<h me your "De!ct·11vc·· Career Ku-
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THE SECOND WORLD CONGRESS OF PARATROOPERS 
will be held in Israel in May of 19B4. All airborne qualified 
veterans and active jumpers will go through jump school with 
the Israeli Army, make a jump, qualify for Israeli wings. and tour 
Israel for one week. Paras from many countries will be there. 
There will be a limit of 500 jumpers.so gel your reservation in 
now. Send $25.00 registration fee and to receive all informa
tion : THE SECOND WORLD CONGRESS OF PARATROOP
ERS, 606 West Barry Street, Suite 181. Chicago. IL 60657 . 
U.S.A. 

INTELLIGENCE TEAM FOR HIRE. Experienced. Anything. 
anywhere for a price. Devious. discreet and effective. Financial 
services - for those whose lifestyle demands something more 
discreet. KELLY ROBINSON, P.O. Box 06526, Portland.OR 
97206. 

FREE 'NAM NOSTALGIA CATALOGUE!!! Combat casset
tes, T-shirts, VC flags, many more bizarre goodies from the 
Yankee Ai r Pirates At Bien Hoa Productions! Just write to: 
CATALOGUE. c/o BHP, Box 56, Fayetteville, AA 72702. 

FOR HIRE: Mere, Bounty Hunter. All jobs considered discreet 
and confidential and expected. Contact : RYAN. P.O. Box B. 
Buffalo, NY 14212. (74) 

SAVE YOUR LIFE. Purchase a high quality bulletproof vest. 
Free information . WFX INDUSTRIES, INC .. 91 Pembirton 
Drive. Trumball , CT 06611 . 

MOVING FAST? Confidential Arizona address for all your mail 
needs. Shopping Service. Write! SMS-SF11, Box 3179 , 
Tempe, AZ. 85281 . (76) 

CARRYING HANDLES FOR FINE WEAPONS. Mini 14. M-1 
Carbine. SB.95 plus 75 cents postage. Info $1.00. J. WEA
MESCHEA, P.O. 76829 , Dept. SF, Atlanta, GA 3032B. 

" ILLEGALLY PARKED" st ickers, 41/4'' x 5 11.!" with super 
adhesive. Teach them a lesson! 75 cents each or B for $4.95. 
Add 50 cents for postage and handling. Texans add 5% sales 
tax. Send to: FLYING DUTCHMAN ENTERPRISES, 13033 
Wirevine, Houston. TX 77072. 

MOST UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER - Save 5% - 20% off all 
titles. Paladin Press, Desert. others. Weapons. survival, milit
ary science. self-defense, explosives - MUCH MORE. lOO's of 
exciting titles. Don 't order anywhere until you check our prices. 
Catalog 75 cents. ASUAP PUBLICATIONS. Sharon Center. 
OH 44274 . (74) 

STEROIDS - Size, strength, aggressiveness. Where to get 
them. what to pay, what works. UNDERGROUND STEROID 
HANDBOOK tells all ! Send $6 to OEM PUBLISHING, 2B01 B 
Ocean Park #25, Santa Monica. CA 90405. (73) 

BLACK RAPPELLING GEAR. Rope, carabiners and hard
ware. Same equipment being used by SWAT teams. Made for 
military operations. $1.00 for catalog, refundable. ADVANCED 
RESCUE SYSTEMS, P.O. Box B0052, Sioux Falls. SD 57116-
1052. 

NEW, ZIPPO LIGHTER with international soldier of fortune 
logo and mercenary insignia. Only $9.95 ppd . Send money 
order, certified check; personal checks take 4 lo 6 weeks. Send 
to SHOATMAN. P.0.Box 2304. Hammond.IN 46323.(74) 

NIGHT VISION SCOPE - See in the dark wi th only Starl ight. 
Streetl ights, or Moonlight available' Powertul, magnesiumf
louride optic illuminates persons and objects. Durable alumi
num body, excellent image: detail quality meets government 
specifications . ALE #97, 7" length. 2w· diameter. Send 
$125.00 each: MICROTRON®, 500 Hawley Bui lding, Wheel
ing WV 26003. (Catalog , $5.00). VISA/MASTERCARD Car
dholders call: (304) 233-B007. 

NEW - STASH YOUR CASH in beautiful western style bell 
buckle. Free brochure. J.N. LEONARD, At. # 1, Box 266 A. 
Audy, AA 72952. (74) 

'[j'o:J~ 
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IS A MONTHLY PUBLICA T/ON FOR 
BY AND ABOUT THE AIRBORNE, 
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE 

OED/ CA TEO TO THE PERPETUA
TION OF THE A IRB ORNE IDEALS 
OF BROTHERHOOD, FELLOW
SHIP, AND CAMARADERIE ESTAB
LISHED IN THE WARFARE, STRIFE 
ANO DURESS OF COMBAT. 

$20 PER YEAR 
SEND FOR FREE COPY 

BOX 87518 
COLLEGE PARK, GA 30337 

COUNTRY MUSIC LOVERS. Remember "Alabam" by Cow
boy Copas. Rush $2.00, your name and address to D & D 
RECORDS. P.O. Box 9B1. Lusk. WY B2225 . 45 RPM by Randy 
Copas, Vietnam Vet. (73) 

WANTED: Tapes of U.S.M.C. Recruit Training ; Revei lle, P.T., 
Drill , Motiva1ion, Unarmed Combat. etc. Write LINDSAY, 22 
Linnaean. Boston, MA 02138. (73) 
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C TROOP 3/17 AIR CAVALRY "'Charlie Horse. " Feb B4, 
Tahoe. California. Contact Major Larry Brown. P.O. Box 22. 
Newberg OR 97132. Phone (503) 53B-1353 538-4721; Jim 
Moran (214) 256-4515. (73) 

$20.00 AN HOUR PART TIME! Guaranteed! Free information. 
Send SASE lo ATMA. INC .. 3861 S.W. 59 Terrace. Suite 3, Ft. 
Lauderdale. FL 33314 . 

$28.00 HOURLY INCOME! Retiring gambler revealing lucra
tive blackjack playing strategy. Turn hard working hours into 
fun packed profitable times. Send $9.00: DFA, 450 Lakevi lle. 
Suite 306. Petaluma. CA 94952. Prepaid. 

SILHOUETTES OF YOUR FAVORITE WEAPONS, ri fle, pis
tol . knife. armor, aircraft. on message pads. Also T-shirts. hats. 
bumper st ickers featuring : "You Can Tell The Men From The 
Boys By The Quali ty OfTheir Toys .. This Is Reality?, SMF. Out 
Of Control. " Pads $5.95. T's $7.95 plus 75 cents postage. 
Catalogue $1.00. J. WERMESCHEA, P.O. 76B29, Dept. SF. 
Atlanta, GA 3032B. 

LAND IN NEW BRUNSWICK, CANADA. 20 Minutes form 
Calias. Maine. 7 minutes from ocean. Road frontage, river 
frontage. Great hunting and fishing. Excellent for homestead 
retreat. 20B acres $30.000. 100 acres $20,000. Call : (207) 
979-5BB7. 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every two months' The best new 
books on weaponry, the martial arts. self-defense. survival, 
and creative revenge. $1.00 PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 
1307-BBV. Boulder. CO B0306. (7B) 

THE RUGER 10/22 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM is a con
version system you can bet your life on! Over 60 explicit 
photos. plus machinist's drawings and full-scale templates. 
show you how lo transform your Auger 1022 into a selective
fire. close-combat gun you can trust. Order Now! 9 x 12 so ft
cover, B6 pages. $14.00 postpaid. PALADIN PRESS. Box 
1307-BBY. Boulder. CO B0306. 

CROSSBOWS: Range 1000 yards. Probably world's finest X 
bow $3. Quality photos and unpublished info. ESOTERIC. Box 
475, Paonia, CO B142B. (303) 527-3B41. (74) 

BE A PROFESSIONAL BONDSMAN! Exciting, lucrative. No 
investment, training , work from home full/part lime. Free re
port: THE BAILBOND GUIDE. Box 802-S11 , Baton Rouge, LA 
70821 . (76) 

CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS. OR MAKES CAU.5 

MADE OF RUGGED. NON-REA.ECTIVE BIACK RUBBER 

$85 
With Shipping & Ins Paid 

CASH. CHECK. MONEY ORDER 
VISA MASTERCARD ' 

ALSO AVAflABLE: 
' • •nd cmd number and expiratlOn daic 

• Baneiy (Xl\Vered Field Phones • Sound JX>\Vered Fick.I Phone£ 
• T clephones and l:iooks on Telephones 

CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) 
Vte t-Am e rtc a n· 

109 Fire Lane, N. Ca pe Ma)', NJ 08204 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE SECURITY EQUIPMENT 
("World 's Greatest Selection!" ) ... INVESTIGATOR 'S SPE
CIALS: BIG BROTHER TELESCREEN - Electronically See 
and Hear through walls. ceilings and floors! Complete Closed 
Circuit System includes Camouflaged Minicamera . Audio 
Transmitter and 12" Television Monitor. $395; WIRELESS FM 
TAANSMITTERS -300' Aange-$40. 1,000' Range -$75. 
Two Mile Range-$225 ; 11.! Mile Range Telephone Tramsmi t
ter. $145; 10 hour PANASONIC~ Recorder, $165 ; 24 hr. Re
corder, $225; 2 hr. " Pocketsized" Microrecorder. $95 ; V.O.X. 
Voice Actuated Recording Swi tch, $65: Automatic "Phoneline" 
Recording Switch. $75 ; Supersensitive " hardwired " Mic· 
rophone, $70; "Shotgun" Microphone with Recorder, Head· 
phon es and case . $195; DAN GIBSON~ Parabolic Mic
rophon e. $499 ; Inf inity Transmitter Sys tem. $595; 
" Spikemike' with Amplifier . $350; KODAKs Surveillance 
Camera. $395; Unobtrusive Camera in Butane Lighter. $165 ; 
FERRET" Transmitter Locater, $235: Telephone Voice 
Scrambers. (set of two) . $295; Telephone Eavesdropper Stop
per. $75; CLIFTON~ Telephone "Sweep" Countermeasure, 
$195; 2nd Generation Passive Night-Vision Scope, $4,395 ; 
Infrared Night Vision Scope, $295; Magnesiumflouride Night
Vision Scope. $125 : "Pocketsized·· Metal Detector and Fris· 
ker, $35; Letterbomb Visualizer Spray, $35 ; Bulletproof Vest. 
$150 ; Drugs/Narcotics Analysis Kil . $150 ; Eleclrozapper 
7,000-Volt Defense Weapon. $29.95; PLUS Locksmithing 
Technology and Technical Security Products Vi rtually Im
possible to Obtain Elsewhere!!! All Products FULLY ASS EM· 
BLED AND GUARANTEED! Send orders to: MICROTRON" . 
500 Hawley Building , Wheeling, WV 26003. VISA/MASTER· 
CARD CARDHOLDERS Call : (304) 233·B007. (New 19B4 Pro
fessionals' Catalogue. $20, Re fundable ; General Catalogue. 
$5.00; Surveillance Device Schematics Portlolio. $25). 

HANDS FREE SURVEILLANCE INTERCOM pushes your 
voice to 11.! mile on FM signal. NOT A TOY! Ultra lightweight 
mic/speaker clips to cap or helmet. Power booster clips to belt. 
Very effective. Free brochure. ROHT ENTERPRISES. Dept. 
SOF. 1147 E. Broadway, Suite 443. Glendale. CA 91205 . 

SURVIVALIST, LAW ENFORCEMENT PARAMILITARY 
items. books, Mac, Uzi. M1 6, Thompson submachine gun 
accessories. Unique shooters accessories, chemical formulas 
for poisons. explosives . T-shirt w/log SB.00 ppd. catalog $2.00. 
TACTICAL-ASSAULT, Box 35, Elwood, IN 46036. 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
Advertiser Page 
Airborne Static Line . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ 94 
Airwell. Inc.. . ...... B4 
ALPHA Military Industries, Corp. . . 103 
Assault Systems . . ..... 6-7 
Atlanta Cutlery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... 91 
Barnett International Inc. . . . .... B6 
Beretta U.S.A. Corp. . . . B2-B3 
Brigade Quartermasters, Lid. . 90,95 
CA, Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... 9B 
CCS Communication Control , Inc. . . .... 102 
California Corporation . . ... 101 
Cherokee Gun Accessories.. . .... 94 
Cloudland Enterprises . . .. ... . 91 
Cobra Defense Accessories. ltd ... 103 
Collector's Armoury, Inc. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . • . . . . 97 
Cross Medallion . . .. . . . 97 
DAX . . . .... . 87 
Desantis Holster & Leather Goods .... • .. . . _. . . . . . . 83 
Devil's Brigade. . .... .. . 99 
Doubleday Military Book Club . 9 
Eagle Industries Unlimited, Inc. . . . . . . • • . . . • . . 92 
Exotic Sports, Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . .... 96 
FGS Surplus . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 103 
Ferde Grote Films .............. . .. . 99 
Final Option (MGM/UA) . . . . 21 
Gardiner Electronics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .. . . . .. . . .. . . 95 
Gemini Industries . . ........ 92 
Global School of Investigation . . .. .. .. 97 
Gun South . Inc. (Sleyr) . . ...... 19 
HK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . Cover 4 
HKS Products , Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . BB 
House of Weapons. Inc. . . . .. .. ... . . . ... ...... . . 100 
Hunter's Specialties, Inc. . . 9B 
INCO .......................... . .. . . . . 93 
Information Unlimited .... . .. . . . • • ... . 101 
International Historic Fi lms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 98 
International Military Sports Association . . . . 100 
lnterpool . . ... .... .. • .... . 102 
JFS. Inc. . . .. . . B4 
Jonathan Arthur Ciener . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .. . . . . . 99 
Kaufman's West Army-Navy Goods ....... . .•..... . . 15 
Lare, Int. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .95 
LifeKnife. Inc.. . .. . . 94 
Loompanics Unlimited . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 101 
Matthews Police Supply Company ..... . . ••. .. ....... B9 
Medals. . .... 99 
Military Graphics . . ..... B6 
Modern Gun Repair School. ... 103 
North American School of Firearms ........ . . • ....... 13 
Numrich Arms Corporation . . ..... 99 
Omega Hunts Ltd.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . 106 
Oracle Records . . .... . 100 
P & S Sales. . .. . ... .. . .. .. .. . ... 96 
PCC Pacific Cutlery Corporation . . ... . . . ... . ... B2 
Paladin Press . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Parellex Corporation . . . . . Cover 3 
Pioneer & Company . . . .... . ... • . ......... 94 
Pocket Survival . . . . .. .. . .. . . ..... . 100 
Ram-Line. Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .. 102 
Rick's Army-Navy Sales. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 98 
SOF Back Issues . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 104-105 
SOF Exchange . . . . . . . . . . • . . .... B5,97 
Scientific Systems. . ... . .. 101 
Second Chance. . ....... B9 
Sherwood International ...... 10-11 
Si lent Partner. Inc. . 12, 1 B,93 
Sin Loi Productions . . . . . . . . . . • . . .... . ... B8 
Southern Sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ...... B9 
Survival Books (the Larder). . . . ........ • _ . 103 
T.A.I., Inc. . . .... 97 
Timberwolf Cutlery & Sporting Goods . . 23.24.25 
USI Corporation . . . . ......... 96 
Valley Surplus . . BB 
Weaver Arms, Ltd. . .. Cover 2 
Wells Creek Knife & Gun Works . . ..... . ..... 102 
Westbury Sales Company. . ....... . . .... . . ... ..... 99 
Wolfram Deibel . . . . . . . . . . . . • . ... . 96 

SUPPORT 
SOF 

ADVERTISERS 

NOVEMBER/83 



t 

The New PRl(folp,!ci!;~ EB 
BRAND NEW PARATROOPER FOLDING STOCKS Paratrooper for your Ruger 10/ 22® and M-1 CARBINE. They are made of durable 
American walnut and tough ordnance steel. Just swing the stock up 
and it locks firm and tight. Push the side buttons and it folds away for 
full use of the pistol grip . And it only takes a few minutes to install. 

Folding 
Stock Regularly sells for $69.95 Now only $49.95 

Stock only; gun not included. 
31022 Paratrooper Folding Stock Ruger 10/22. 
31000 G.I. Paratrooper Folding Stock, fits G.I. National 

Ordnance, Federal Ordnance, Iver Johnson and 
all G. I. Carbines. 

310UO Paratrooper Folding Stock for Universal Firearms 
Corp. Carbine . 

ACCESSORIES FOR THE RUGER® MINl-14® RIFLE 
RM1 Rear Sight Tool for adjusting 

RM2 
RM4 
RM5 
RM7 
33000 

windage and elevation ... . . $ 9.95 
Match Rear Sight, installs easily$ 9.95 
Flash Hider, Blue Steel . . ..... $14.95 
Flash Hider, Stainless Steel . .. $19.95 
Ventilated Handguard . .. .... . S 9.95 
20-shot magazine for Mini-14, 

Blue ... S 9.95 
33002 30-shot magazine for Mini-14, 

Blue . . . . . . . . . .... $12.95 
33003 40-shot magazine for Mini-14, 

Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24.95 
33000N 20-shot magazine for Mini-14, 

Nickel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.95 
33002N 30-shot magazine for Mini-14, 

Nickel .... ... $14.95 
33003N 40-shot magazine for Mini-14, 

Nickel . . . ........ $29.95 
8107 Manual on the Mini-14 ... .... $ 4.95 

Weaver Mount Base System for Mini-14. Complete 
rings and base. No dril11ng or tapping . 
60W0244 Stainless . . . ..... . ... $39.95 
60W0243 Blue ................. . ... $29.95 
663A 4 power Tasco scope for your 

Mini-14. 32 mm . . . . $39.95 

ACCESSORIES FOR THE RUGER 10/22® 
RIFLES & CARBINES 
33204 25-shot magazine for 10/22 
30052 50-shot drum magazine for 

60W112 

30050 
30040 
663A 

10/22 ........ . ........ . $34. 95 
Weaver 1" see thru mount for 

10/22. No drilling or tapping $14.95 
Flash Hider for 10/22 .... $14.95 
Sling. . . ...... . ... $ 4.95 
4 power Tasco scope for your 

Ruger 10/22 32 mm ...... $39.95 
Law EnforcemenVMilitary Gun Case for Mini-14, 
Ruger 10/22 or M-1 Carbine. Holds extra clips or 
accessories. 
31-363 O.D. Green ....... . . . . .. . .. $24.95 
31-663 Woodland Garno .. $24.95 
31-863 S. W.A.T. Black .... . . .. . ... . $24.95 

GUN 
SCREWDRIVER 
KIT 

Gun repairs or modifications are easy with the right 
tools . Make sure you're prepared with this handy 
screwdriver kit. Contains 14 interchangeable types 
and sizes of screwdrivers plus the ratchet and exten
sion. Comes in a pocket sized 4112'' x 6" sturdy vinyl 
case. 
46005 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $19.95 

M-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 
30000 Jungle Clip 60-round 

(Clips 2 30-shot mags 
together) . . ........ $ 4.95 

30002 Sling & Oiler . . . . .. .. .. S 4.95 
30004 Scope Mount, requires no 

drilling or tapping 
wi rings . . . . . $19.95 

Piston Nut Wrench . . ... S 3.95 
Muzzle Brake - Reduces 

recoil and muzzle jump $14.95 
30010 M-1 Flash Hider ..... $14.95 
30012 Ventilated Steel 

Handguard . . . . . . S 6.95 
30016 5-shot Magazine ... . . .. $ 3.00 
30018 15-shot Magazine . .. . .. S 3.00 
30020 30-shot Magazine . . $ 5.00 
30024 30-shot Magazine 

Pouch - holds 2 or 4 
30-shot mags ... . ... S 6.95 

70024 Genuine G.I. M4 Carbine 
SATISFACTION bayonet with MBA1 
GUARANTEED ~~~~{~arpening . . .. $29.95 
OR YOUR 8115 M-1 Carbine Technical 
MONEY BACK Manual . . . . . . . . . . . S 5.95 

663A 4 power Tasco Scope tor 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-323-3233 your M-1 Carbine. 

(Illinois, Alaska and Hawaii call 1-312-766·1 150) 32 mm · · · · · · · · · · · · $39.95 
Mastercard and Visa orders only 30011 Bayonet Lug , M-1 ...... $ 9.95 

p••···················~ I 
PRl(ELLEXG) Department 217, 1285 Mark Street, Bensenville, Illinois 60106 I 

CORPORATION Free catalog with every order (Only $2.00 if you are not ordering) 

I Please send: • 
QTY NUMBER DESCRIPTION PRICE 

I • 
I • . ~ . 

SHIPPING $3.00 • 
TAX _ _ __ • 

TOTAL ____ • 

I 0 SEND CATALOG ILLINOIS RESIDENTS 

I 
0 Money Order 0 Check Enclosed INCLUDE 5.25% SALES TAX 
CHARGE TO MY: D Mastercard D Visa 

1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 6~iE I I I I 
I NAME----------------------1 

• ADDRESS I 
CITY STATE ___ ZIP PHONE _ ____ _ 
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Isn't it about time you discovered HK quality? You can learn more about. why discr'iminating 
sportsmen choose HK by sending $3.00 for Ol!r full color 24 page catalog. 
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